Romans Part 4
Lesson 8
Kay Arthur

Be a Minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
Rom. 15-16
1.  Servant – diakonos: to minister. To adjust, to regulate, to set in order. It represents the servant in his activity for the work. “Serving” goes from the servant to the people to whom he is ministering.  The emphasis is on the service that is being rendered and is more of a voluntary thing. A service or advantage rendered to another.
Derivation: to run through the dust, or it means to hasten or to pursue There is NOTHING lethargic about this word.
Doulos: more of a slave type word. The relationship of the servant back to the master. The emphasis is not on the people being served.
Rom. 15:8  Christ’s focus was on others
Rom. 15:25 Paul serving the saints
Rom. 15:31 Paul asking them to pray
Rom. 16:1 Paul commending Phoebe. She could be a servant or a deaconess. I Tim. 3:2-13
2. Minister – leitourgos: a minister (15:16, 27) A people worker: Leito – people and urgos – ergon/worker. A public servant, not one that stays  cloistered in a Christian community, the church. It is out of the church into the world. It is a functionary in the gospel, not in the Temple. It is not just knowing the gospel but living it.
Heirourgeo – Heir is a word for a sacred place or a temple. Temple-worker Rom. 15:15-16 Paul, working in a sacred place, as a priest ministering the gospel.
Rom. 1:14-15 Just as Paul, we are a debtor of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
3. Fellow-worker: sunergos: together with. Workers with me. 
Rom. 16:3,6,9,12,21 
Workers: Kopiao - laborious toil, working up a sweat. To work hard, to grow weary, to toil, to diligently labor. 
Lessons we can learn in ministering the gospel
1. Following Christ’s example. He is always the preeminent One.            Rom. 15:1-13  
I Thess. 5:14-15 In all your ministry, minister in such a way that you:
a. Bear the weaknesses of others
Ps. 69:6-9 Christ bore the reproaches of others
Luke 22:42-44
b. You do not please yourself
c. You take their reproaches
2 Cor. 2:14-17 
God is breathing in the sweet fragrance of your service.
d. You accept others as they are
Rom. 5: 8 He loved us while we were enemies
His love transforms us, because that’s what love does!
2. Finding your ability to persevere. Finding your encouragement in the Scriptures.
Rom. 15:4-5 Paul constantly quoted the Old Testament, which encouraged him
3. Following Paul’s example
Rom. 15:14-33 
a. An act of worship  Rom. 15:1-16; I Thess. 2:19-20
b. Offer Others to God
c. Christ will accomplish this through you Rom. 15:17-21
Jer. 9:23-24 Only one thing to boast in
d. There is no retirement, no stopping, no matter the cost Rom. 15:22-29; Ecc. 8:8
e. Build a solid prayer base Rom. 15:30-32
4. You will follow the example of the saints
5. Contend for the Gospel Rom. 16:17-19 
Jude 3
You found the love letter from Christ. Now find the bride of Christ that He wrote it to. YOU are a minister of this gospel. 
