Romans Part 3
Lesson 5
Kay Arthur

If God has mercy on whom He has mercy, and compassion on whom He has compassion, then is God unjust or unfair?
May we bow the knee and  believe what God says.
We must remember:
1. One doctrine never outweighs another. There is perfect harmony between all the doctrines in the Word of God,
2. Within your finite, human minds, you can carry doctrines or teachings to a logical, or human, conclusion that the Scriptures do not take them to.
What do the Scriptures teach about the predestination of man?
Rom. 8:29-30 God predestines men to be conformed to the image of His Son
Eph. 1:4 God predestines us to adoption as sons.
Eph. 1:11 We are predestined according to His purpose, thereby obtaining an inheritance.
Within context of these Scriptures, it speaks strictly to children of God. 
It does NOT say God predestines others to go to hell.
In interpreting Romans 9-11 remember:
1. Let Scripture speak for itself, not taking it beyond what it says, but also, not diminishing what it says.
2. What God’s Word teaches about God. Ex. He is transcendent, incomprehensible, not like man and therefore man is in no position to judge God. God is holy: He is morally excellent in all of His ways. He is total and absolute purity. He is just: absolutely fair in all of His dealings with man. He is righteous. He is loving and merciful.
Romans is the Gospel of God that reveals God’s Righteousness.
God’s Righteousness:
Needed by All              Sinner by choice	1. Gentiles
                                                                             2.  Jews
						 3:12 -20 All Sinned     (3:9)
Provided by Christ    Justified by Christ	 3 Thru Redemption
							 4 Thru Imputation
							 5 Thru Reconciliation  (5:10)


Released thru Spirit     Sanctified by Christ	 6 Dead to sin
							 7 Dead to Law
							 8 Live by Spirit  (8:2)
Based on Faith	        Elected by God	 9 God chooses   (9:16)
							10. Man believes
							11. Grafted In

Romans 9-11: 
1. Begins with a cry of grief
2. It ends with a eulogy of trust
Paul is going to show:
Why, although the gospel was to the Jew first, the Jews as a nation, have not embraced salvation by faith in Christ’s finished work, whereby unrighteous men are made righteous.
Paul will show the Gospel’s relationship to the Jews in two comprehensive ways.
1. 9:1-10:21 The Word of God has not failed, just because the Jews have not believed.
2. 11:1-32 God has not rejected Israel
There’s a Remnant Now.
Israel’s rejection has been the Gentile’s salvation.
“All” Israel will be saved because the gifts and calling of God are irrevocable.
Throughout Romans, Paul has been careful to show the relationship of the gospel to the Jew.
The church in Rome was primarily made up of Gentiles.
Paul shows how the gospel affects the Jew:
1. It was promised in the Scriptures  Rom. 1:1-2
The gospel was first promised in Genesis 3:15.
Enmity between thy seed (the serpent) and her seed (Eve/Israel).
The serpent shall bruise His heel.  The woman’s seed is going to be male. Crucifixion is the only death that bruises the heel.  And He shall bruise thy head which is a mortal wound.  Gal. 3:16 says that seed is Christ.
2. Rom. 1:16; 3:1,3 The Scriptures were given to the Jew first.
3. Rom. 4:1,13,16 Abraham was saved by faith
4. Rom. 9-11 Paul will show why most of the Jews have rejected the gospel. So the gospel has not failed: the Jews had.

Paul is about to show:
1. Regardless of their claim to be God’s elect, many have been rejected by God.
2. God’s elective purposes included the Gentiles
3. God’s sovereignty does not obligate Him to anyone.
4. God had the sovereign right to do this
5. Man is responsible
6. God’s purpose for Israel will still be fulfilled because God’s will can never be thwarted

Rom. 9:1-4  Jesus had this same grief for the Jews. (Matt. 23:37)
Paul shows that although he has been called as an apostle to the Gentiles, the gospel is not just for the Gentile. 
Adoption as sons, the glory, the covenants, the Law, the Davidic Covenant, the giving of the Law, the temple services and the promises ALL belong to the Jews.
Rev. 12
Rom. 9:5-7 They are not all children of Abraham
John 8:33  Abraham is our father…..
It is NOT according to the flesh, it is according to the Promise.
Rom. 9:12 The older shall serve the younger.
Rom. 9:6-8
It is not children of the flesh that are children of God but children of the Promise.
Rom. 9:9-11 God’s purpose according to His choice
Choice – ekloge. It is an act of picking out.
Not because of anything man has done but because of Him who calls.
Rom. 8:29-30 
Rom. 9:11 Him who calls to salvation
Rom. 9:12-13 Paul anticipates a human evaluation of God’s choosing. A man judging God. “God is unjust. He’s not fair”
Rom. 9:14-15
All mankind is unrighteous. All mankind is under sin whose wages is death. God’s wrath is upon them. All men deserve hell but God, who is rich in mercy, has mercy and compassion on some which should cause you to fall on your face in humility and gratefulness.  
Rom. 9:15-16 It does not depend on the man who wills, or runs, but on God who has mercy.
John 1:11-13 …..who were born again because it was God’s will for them to be born again
Rom. 9:16-18 Did God purposefully choose Pharaoh to be an evil man?
Rom. 9:17 For this purpose I raised you up (not created you)
Pharaoh, according to Romans 1, had no excuse, because he rejected the knowledge of God in his heart, so God demonstrates His power through Pharaoh to glorify Himself. Pharaoh sees all of God’s power and “folds his arms” and is hardened.
Rom. 9:18
Remember: all mankind is lost. But God, in His mercy, has compassion on some.
Rom. 9:19-22 Contrast between man and God. They are calling God’s sovereign ways into account. But Paul says, do not answer back to God.
Prepared: fitted; an adjustment of the parts for destruction. It does NOT say they are vessels CREATED for destruction. Man, in his sinfulness, fitted himself for destruction.
But God endured these vessels of wrath. Why?
Rom. 9:23 In order to make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory.
It does NOT say He has chosen some for hell. Do not put that human reasoning on Him.
Simply thank God that He has made you a vessel of mercy. Bow the knee to Him and accept it by faith.



