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Why do bad things happen to good people?
Romans 8 Sanctified saints are going to suffer, but it will be filtered through fingers of love.
Romans 8:17-30
Suffering under God’s Sovereignty 
1. But Glory awaits  Rom. 8:17-25
2. But the Spirit helps our infirmities  Rom. 8:26-27
3. But will result in good; Son’s image  Rom. 28-30
Rom. 8:16-18
Whenever you suffer, glory awaits.
“The greater the suffering, the greater the glory.”
Acts 5:40-41 The apostles went on their way rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.
Heb. 11:32-35 …..others were tortured, not accepting their release, so that they might obtain a better resurrection.
Heb. 11:36-38 Faith that was kept under that kind of suffering
Suffering is a gift that comes with salvation.
God is in control and He DOES allow bad things to happen to His people.
There is a faith that triumphs over trials, testings and sufferings.             Heb. 11:32-35a
There is also a faith that conquers IN trials and suffering.  
Rom. 8:35-36 
We are not exempt from suffering for suffering prepares us for Glory. It is suffering that chisels away those things that keep man from seeing Jesus in us.
Rom. 8:37-39 
Phil. 3:10-11 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.
John 12:23-27 Jesus KNOWS what it is to suffer.
“Not My will but Yours be done.”


Jesus’ Sufferings:
“Fellowship”: Koinonia – to share in common; two men in the same boat
1. He was despised and forsaken. You may not be crucified but you may be despised and rejected.  Isaiah 53
2. He was rejected    John 1  He came unto His own and His own received Him not
3. He was accused of having a demon, of having God reject Him              Matt. 12:24; 27:46
4. He suffered physical pain   Is. 53:3 
5. He suffered when He bore our sins in His body on the cross I Pet. 2:24
Is. 45:7 I am the Lord who does all these things
2 Cor. 4:7-10 
Phil. 3:11-14  in order that I might attain to the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.
2 Cor. 4:11-12 For we who live are constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. So death works in us, but life in you.
I do not respond to suffering like the world does and that response makes them want to KNOW about Jesus.
2 Cor. 4:15-18 Whatever we go through, it is a temporary, light affliction compared with the glory that will be revealed.
“God, stamp eternity upon my eyes.”
Rom. 8:18-25 Because of man’s sin, creation suffers 
We have a sure, steadfast hope which is the glory that awaits. 
Is. 11:6-9 The earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.
Heb. 2:5-10
The Holy Spirit helps us in our infirmities
Rom. 8:26 
“weakness” means without strength
“help” means to lay hold of something
So the Spirit lays hold of us when we are without strength.
Rom. 8:26-27 We do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
I John 5:14 If we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.
Prayer is absolutely essential!
Rom. 8:28-30 Good WILL result out of the suffering.
God keeps on causing all things to work together for good 
Eph. 1:3-4 Faith is knowing that before the foundation of the world He chose me to be holy and blameless before Him. 
Why? Why? Why?
Gal. 1:15-16 But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles….
God predestined, marked out beforehand, for you to become a child of God.
He will use all that evil, to make you more and more like Christ. It WILL work out for good.
The suffering is all under the sovereignty of God.
Rom. 8:30 
Salvation is of the Lord.
Rom. 11: 36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen
Whatever comes into your life is not designed to destroy you, it is designed to conform you into the image of Christ. He will take even your failures and use them to work together for your good.

