Romans Part 2
Lesson 6
Kay Arthur

The Christian’s Relationship to the Law
Romans 7
Rom. 5 We are no longer in the first Adam, but we are in the last Adam.
Sin no longer reigns but righteousness reigns; no longer does death reign but life reigns through grace unto eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Rom. 6 Paul answers questions against the doctrine of justification by faith. He shows us that since we died to sin, we died to its power, dominion and we have been united with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection. Therefore, our old man, all that we were in Adam died so that now our body is no longer an instrument of sin. He who has died is freed from sin.
We are not going to sin because we are not under Law. Sin is not to be Master over us. We are no longer slaves to sin but slaves of God and bear fruit unto righteousness as a result of that union.
Rom. 7 There are 20 references to the Law.
“I” is used 30 times and that “I” is talking about a person’s relationship to the Law.
Rom. 7:6  Only reference to the Spirit.
The emphasis is on the Law. Why?
Rom. 3:20 Through the Law comes the knowledge of sin. No flesh will be justified by the Law, in His sight
Rom. 5:20 The Law came in that the transgression might increase
Rom. 6:14 You are not under Law but under grace. Sin will not be Master over us
Rom. 7:1-6 Why we are not under the Law
The Law cannot sanctify a man. It cannot take care of indwelling sin.
He’s already shown us that the Law cannot justify us. Now he is going to show us how the Law cannot sanctify us. This teaching is overwhelming for the Jew. But the Christian needs to understand this too because he has a thirst for righteousness, due to the Holy Spirit’s indwelling.
The believer needs to know the Old Testament truth because it is the foundation for the New Testament.
Bottom line: The Law can never sanctify. Trying to keep it just defeats you.


Rom. 6:15-7:6 Paul has answered the question, “Shall we sin because we are not under Law but under grace?”
Rom 7:7 Now he asks, “Is the Law sin?” “May it never be.”
Rom. 7:13 “Did that which is good then, become death to me?” “Certainly not!”
Rom. 7:1-5 We died to the Law through our union to Jesus Christ
Rom. 7:7-12 The Law is the means of revealing sin
The Law and its relationship to salvation:
Rom. 7:1 Paul is directing his statements primarily to the Jews.
Paul picks marriage as his illustration because:
1. Marriage is permanent in God’s eyes
2. Of our union to Jesus Christ
Rom. 7:2 The Law is good until there is a death.
Jewish women were not allowed to institute a divorce. So this Jewish, married woman is bound to her husband until he dies
Rom. 7:3-4 The first husband is a picture of Christ. When Christ died, we died. So, when Christ was resurrected we were joined with Christ in His resurrection. The point is this: We were joined/married to the Law. The Law cannot die, but YOU are going to die.
Because I died in Christ, I am no longer joined/married to the Law because that death broke that bond to the Law.
There is nothing wrong with the Law. It is good, holy and spiritual. But you break one law, you break it all! There is no pleasing it for it is perfect. Jam. 2:10
When Mr. Christ comes in, He helps me do it and He does it perfectly.
In dying with Jesus Christ, He does not nullify the Law, Romans 8:2-4, but Christ fulfills the requirement of the Law. 
Rom. 7:4 I died, not the Law. 
Rom. 6:5 We have been united with Him. I was joined to another.
Rom. 7:3 
Rom. 7:4 I died so that I could be joined to another. Now we bear fruit for God.
Rom. 7:5 “While we were in the flesh”: 
“Were”: imperfect tense which speaks of durative/continuous action in the past. 
I am no longer in the flesh. Now I am in the Spirit.  (Romans 8)
Rom. 7:5 The sinful passions were aroused: imperfect tense.
Jews: while you were lost. The sinful passions were being aroused by the Law and were at work in our body to bear fruit for death.
Rom. 7:6 But now: Contrast. We have been released from the Law. Same term which he used describing the woman released from marriage.
The Christian is dead to the Law. We serve in newness of life in the Spirit.
2 Cor. 3:2-6 We don’t serve in oldness of the letter (of the Law). The Law kills because the Law says be perfect in every point. If you are not, you are condemned: but the Spirit gives life.
Anytime you as a Christian start to live under the letter of the Law, it will kill you.
2 Cor. 3:7-8 The Law is a ministry of death. Old Covenant.
The New Covenant is the ministry of the Spirit because He puts His Spirit within us causing/enabling us to keep the Law!
2 Cor. 3:8-10 The glory kept fading.  So, what had glory, the Law, doesn’t have any glory because the glory of the New is greater.
2 Cor. 3:11-14 “They hear the Law and cannot see grace.” The veil kept them from seeing the passing away of the Law.
2 Cor. 3:15-16
2 Cor. 3:13 The Law was fading away.
The Law was a tutor, a schoolmaster, a protector UNTIL the New Covenant would come.
2 Cor. 3:17-18 We have no veil over our eyes because we have seen the New Covenant. The Law cannot justify or sanctify me. Legalism does not work.
As I constantly keep beholding what Jesus did for me, as I go from faith to faith in the gospel, I am changed and become more like Him.
Rom. 7:7 “Is the Law sin? May it never be! I would not have come to know sin without the Law.”
The Law has a very real purpose and that is to show us our sin.
Rom. 7:7-8 Apart from the Law, sin is dead. When the Law came, sin increased.
“Dead”: dormant, not nonexistent.
Rom 7:9-10 Sin became alive: “to come again to life”
Rom. 7:10 This commandment, which was to result in life – because IF I could keep it, I would be righteous……but I can’t keep it!
Rom. 7:10-12 The Law is holy, righteous and good. 
Rom. 3:20 By the Law comes the knowledge of sin
The purpose of the Law is to bring to us the knowledge of sin
Gal. 3:14-15 In order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. Brethren, I speak in terms of human relations: even though it is only a man’s covenant, yet when it has been ratified, no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it.
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Gal. 3:16-21Righteousness is never based on Law: not for salvation, justification or sanctification. Why the Law then?
Gal. 3:22-24 The Law was to lead us to faith in Christ. 
Gal. 3:25-26 
We are justified by faith in Christ Jesus.





