Romans Part 1
Lesson 10
Kay Arthur

Diatribe:  A discourse, discussion, a critical dissertation.
Romans is a critical dissertation where Paul lays down the tenants of the gospel, then anticipates the questions, objections and even the false conclusions of his listeners.
In Romans 1-2 he has shown all have sinned, Jew and Gentile.
Now Paul begins to anticipate questions.
If the Jew is a sinner, just as the Gentile is, what advantage then does the Jew have?
Rom. 3:1 Question
External circumcision has no value if there has been no internal circumcision.
Rom. 3:2 Answer
“oracles of God”: special disclosures that dealt with the Messianic promises in the Old Testament.
Rom. 3:3 First of Paul’s rhetorical questions
“me” – implies a no answer.
“ou”- implies a yes answer.
Rom. 3:3-4 “would the Messianic promises of God be nullified because the Jews rejected Jesus?”
The Jew’s rejection of Jesus does NOT nullify the Messianic promises because God abides faithful.
2 Tim. 2:13 If we are faithless, He abides faithful. 
2 Cor. 1:20 The promises of God are yea and amen no matter what you do.
Our behavior/unbelief never alters the character of God nor the Word of God.
Rom. 11:28-29 The gifts of God and the calling of God are irrevocable 
Rom. 3:4 Paul quotes David in Ps 51 and points to God’s faithfulness.
Ps. 51 was written after David committed sin with Bathsheba, after David put Bathsheba’s husband Uriah to death.
God is faithful in judging David’s present sin, but He is not nullifying His promises to David.
I John 1:9 
Phil. 3:14
God’s present judgment of Israel does not nullify His promises.
Rom. 11:26 All Israel will be saved – someday they will believe and will be grafted into that olive tree. 
Rom. 3:5 “So shouldn’t I sin more so you can see God’s righteousness more?” False thinking
Rom. 3:5 Paul anticipates an objector’s false conclusion 
Could God ever be unrighteous? No. It goes against His character.
Rom. 3:6 God HAS to judge unrighteousness otherwise He couldn’t judge the world.
Rom. 3:7-8 Paul deals with more false conclusions
Rom. 3:7 If my lies abound to God’s glory, why am I being judged as a sinner?
Rom. 3:8 “Let’s do evil that good might come.” 
Rom. 5:20 - 6:2 
Paul is dealing with the Antinomians who were saying Grace allows a licentious lifestyle without any restraints.
But grace gives us God’s righteousness so if I am truly saved I will live a righteous life.
Rom. 3:9-18 Paul is going to indict man, showing Jew and Gentile the same: Sinners.
Greek: “not all together”. There is a sense that the Jew has it better than the Gentile because they DID have advantages.
Rom. 3:9 Jew and Greek are all under sin (proven in chapters 1-2)
Paul will quote from Psalms, Proverbs and Isaiah, NOT the first five books of the Bible/the Pentateuch or the Decalogue (ten commandments)  
Rom 3:10-12 
“Not even one” is an emphatic statement.
The way you come to God is by the gracious calling of God by the Holy Spirit.
Ps. 27 God has not hidden Himself from me.
Rom. 3:13-18 
Prov. 9:10 The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom.
Rom. 3:19-20 The Jews have missed righteousness by faith
Hab. 2:4
Gen. 15
Justified – to declare righteous, to BE declared righteous
The Jews took the Torah and added the Mishnah and the Talmud: they have the oral traditions of the Jewish rabbis that told them how to go about keeping the Torah. 
Mark 7:8 “Neglecting the commandment of God, you hold to the traditions of men.”
Jam. 2:10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all. 
The curse of the Law was death!
Ez. 18:20 The soul that sinneth, it shall die. (KJV)
Sin is transgression of the Law.
Gal. 3:10-13 The Law is on the basis of obedience, not the basis of faith.
Christ takes our punishment of our sin that we committed when we broke the Law.
Gal. 3:13 
The Law
1. Gives us a knowledge of sin   Rom. 3:20
2. It defines transgressions   Gal. 3:19-22
3. It is a tutor to lead us to Christ   Gal. 3:24-26 
Gal. 3:24-26 
I am no longer under the Law. You never govern a Christian by the Law, but by the Spirit Who makes him righteous.
4. It was made for the lawless   I Tim. 1:8-11
Rom. 3:20-21 
“Now” Numi – an intensive time word; NOW, it has happened.
Rom. 3:21 But now a righteousness of God has been manifested (witnessed) by the Law and the Prophets.
Rom. 3:22-24 
Justified: Forensic term; legal term which is used in court rooms and means to declare righteous. A man is no longer guilty, and it imputes righteousness.
Justification remits man’s sin and accounts him as righteous through faith in Christ’s blood. 
Rom. 3:21-24 
“as a gift”: dorean – without a cause. There is nothing in man in and of himself that ever causes God to justify him.
It is ALL because of what Christ did. It is totally without cause.
Rom 3:24 Justified as a gift
Redemption which is in Christ Jesus means He delivered me from condemnation by paying a price, His blood.
I Pet. 1:18-19 Knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 
All the Law can do is show man his sin, his total depravity of spirit.
So, a man will come to God and in faith believe in the blood of Jesus Christ and accept it as the propitiation, the satisfactory payment for our sins. Then when we do that, God will declare us JUSTIFIED!
Jesus, our ADVOCATE, has paid the price for MY sin. Oh, thank You, my Jesus, my Just and Justifier who gives me His righteousness. 
I am now redeemed, because God’s righteousness has been satisfied.
I am FREE! Not to be unrighteous again, but free to live a righteous life.
Holy, Holy Is He.
How do you want to stand before God? In your own righteousness? Or IN Jesus and His righteousness.
Hallelujah. What a Savior.

