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What happens when God gives men over to their rejection of their knowledge of Him?
What happens when God judges men?
What will it be like?
The gospel saves because it produces righteousness.
If the gospel did not cause a man to be righteous, as in righteousness is imputed and imparted to him, then it could not save a man. 
Faith that does not produce righteousness is not saving faith. True faith is the means of overcoming sin and living a holy life.

True salvation does away with the old life and produces a new life.
Rom. 1:21-2:16  Paul’s purpose:
1. To charge all under sin
Rom. 3:9 Gentiles were charged for their sin in chapter 1 and the Jews in chapter 2-3:20.
a. The ungodly Gentile heathen (because they do not know God) by exposing their ungodly, unrighteous lifestyle.
b. The self-righteous, hypocritical, religious Jew who trusts in the Law (today would be the local church member). The Law = circumcision. Church membership = baptism 
Paul is going to expose their sin by the way God judges men.
Externally they look good. But they need a circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit.
The hardest sin to see is the religious one. The “good” person.
2. Show judgment of mankind/sin – not justification.
Chapter 2 could sound that you get saved by works, if you do not know context.
Sinners are established in Romans 1-3:20
Salvation/Justification is established in Romans 3:21-5
Rom. 1:18
Rom. 1:19-21 
“For”, in verse 21, is dieti, which means “because”. It doesn’t mean if.
Rom. 1:21-22 
I Cor. 1:20-27 
I Cor. 1:25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
I Cor. 1:30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption.
Rom 1:23 
God is going to show us that He is going to give men up to 3 things because men exchanged 3 things. 
1. The glory of God for idols
Rom. 1:22-23
I Cor. 15:53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 
The Greeks worshipped Apollo
The Romans worshipped a bird:an eagle.
The Egyptians worshipped a four- footed creature: a bull
The Assyrians worshipped a crawling creature: a serpent
All of these people were in existence during that day.
We Americans DO worship man. Humanism, which puts man in the place of God.
Rom. 1:24 God gives them up to uncontrolled passions
This is the wrath of God. He lets man have his own way.
Ps. 81:11-12 But My people did not listen to My voice, and Israel did not obey Me. So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their heart, to walk in their own devices.
Ez. 7:4 For My eye will have no pity on you, nor will I spare you, but I will bring your ways upon you, and your abominations will be among you; then you will know that I am the Lord!
Matt. 5:20,27
2. The truth of God, which is the Word of God, for a lie
Rom. 1:25
To glorify someone or something is “to give the correct estimate of”.
The reason they exchanged the truth of God for a lie is because they do not believe the glory of God – so they didn’t give the correct estimate of who He is.
The minute I begin to lessen the character or power of God I begin to exchange the truth of God for a lie. I have diminished the glory of God.
Rom. 1:25 
Rom. 1:26-27 
God gives them over to perverted passions
The due penalty of their error: Aids
Why is homosexuality so acceptable in our society? Because we have exchanged the glory of God for idols, and we have started worshipping our own selves more than God. 
Throw out the absolutes of the Word of God and you can say that homosexuality is all right. That’s how we have homosexual churches.
Lev. 20:13
Gen. 19:4-11
I Cor 6:9-10
I Cor. 6:11 Such WERE some of you. But YOU WERE WASHED
3. God gave them over to a depraved mind
Rom. 1:28
Depraved – dokimon = without approval. A reprobate mind
He tells us what they do, what they are filled with and what they are.
How do they know they are worthy of death?
Rom. 1:32
They either know it by hearing the Law or they know it inside. Because the Laws of God are inbuilt in man.
This the lifestyle of these people.
Practice – prasso: habit of life, they do it over and over again.
Paul will show us the judgment of God – kata – according to:
1. Truth  
Rom. 2:2 The judgment of God is according to truth against those who practice such things. 
Rom. 2:5 “because of” = in accordance with:
2. Your stubborn and unrepentant heart 
“The blackest of sins is not rights violated but mercies that are despised.”
3. God will judge us according to our deeds.
Rom. 2:6
Rev. 2:22-23 Behold, I will throw her (Jezebel) on a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds. And I will kill her children with pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according to your deeds. 
John 5:28-29 “Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.”
Jesus is NOT teaching a salvation by works, because if it COULD be by works, Jesus would not have had to die.
Our deeds show our relationship to the gospel 
The gospel has been preached since the Garden of Eden.
Christians will give an account for our deeds.
Rom. 8:1
Rom. 14:10
2 Cor. 5:10
Your deeds show your salvation.
Eph. 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
4. According to the gospel
Rom. 2:16
