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There must be a change of life to show that the gospel has taken root.
Do you do the will of the Father in heaven?
The most precise explanation of the gospel of Christ is IN the book of Romans.
The righteousness of God that is revealed from faith to faith……
Romans in the perspective of the whole New Testament
Categories of the New Testament Books
1. Historical Books
2. Epistles – Pauline & General
3. Apocalyptic or Visions
Journey/Travel Epistles:  General Purpose was Evangelizing
Galatians, I & II Thessalonians, I & II Corinthians, Romans
Prison Epistles: General Purpose/ Main Subjects were Christ, and the Christian Life          Purpose was Edification     These were all written to churches
Philemon, Colossians, Ephesians, Philippians
Two Imprisonments:
Phil. 1:23-24 But I am hard pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better; yet to remain on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake.
2 Tim. 4:6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come.
Pastoral Epistles: Written to individuals. Subject/Focus were the church and its workers.     Purpose was to establish people in the way that the church life is to be handled.
I Timothy, Titus
II Timothy: Paul’s personal farewell
General Epistles:
Hebrews, James I &!! Peter, I, II & III John, Jude
Dr. Irving Jensen, “Independent Bible Study”
“Progressive Additions of Paul’s Epistles to the Canon of the New Testament”
Cannon: Those books that they felt were to be included in the Bible.
Salvation is NOT just the day you get saved.
Salvation from the penalty of sin: Day of Salvation
Salvation from the power of sin: Day by Day:    Sanctification
Salvation from the presence of sin: Glorification, when you get your brand-new body

History of the Church at Rome
No one knows who established the church at Rome.
Acts 2    Account of the Day of Pentecost
The feasts, in the Old Testament, always spoke of something that WAS to come.
The two loaves of bread represented Jew and Gentile in one body.
Eph 2 & 3   Mystery of Christ was Jew and Gentile in one body.
Romans is written to Jew and Gentile, who are part of the church.
The Law separated the Jew from the Gentile. If a Gentile wanted to believe in Jehovah, they had to come under the Law and keep its ordinances.
But Christ brought them both together, in one body, when He died.
Before Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came upon men, but after Pentecost when a man believed in Christ, the Holy Spirit came inside to dwell.
Ez. 36:27
John 16:7
Acts 2:7
Acts 2:4 
Glossa: languages
Acts 2:6-9
When Gentiles from Rome, who were in Jerusalem, heard Peter preach, they went back home and probably started the church at Rome.
It could be, Priscilla and Aquilla were part of the original group of believers, and already saved.
Rom. 16:3-5 
Priscilla and Aquilla went to Corinth, then back to Rome when the ban was lifted.
The Church consisted of Jews and Gentiles
Paul will deal with: Jewish principles and Gentile thinking
There was a Jewish community in Rome as early as the 2nd century BC.
Some captured Jews were released by Pompeii, others he took back to Rome as slaves.  61BC        Later, many of these slaves were given their freedom.
In 19AD, the Jews were expelled by a decree by Tiberius, but later returned in greater numbers. 
IN 41-54AD, they were expelled during the reign of Claudius, but they returned later.  Acts 16
Paul wrote Romans on his 3rd missionary journey:56 or 58AD
Acts 19:21-22 We know that Timothy and Erastus were with him.
Romans 15
Acts 20:2-4 Athens and Corinth are in Greece, where Paul wrote Romans.
Romans 16:23 Mentions Gaius.
Rom. 16:21-23   Timothy greets them
Occasions for writing Romans
Rom. 15:24 To let the Romans know that Paul was coming, and he expected them to help him, financially, to get to Spain.
Romans 15:25-26 
Paul arrived in Rome in about 61AD, as a prisoner
Rom. 16:1-2 Paul sent the letter by Phoebe
Importance of this letter:
It was copied and sent to other churches, minus the 16th chapter because that chapter was so personal.
The Corpus Paulinum: Letters that circulated as a collection to the churches
Romans is Paul’s gospel: what he preached and what he lived by.
Theological Setting:
Opposition to Paul’s gospel was coming from two groups:
Judaizers – a group of Jews who had believed the gospel, but felt you were saved by grace but maintained by the Law. So, they took the gospel of Grace and added the Law. They thought Paul was a heretic.
Paul explains the relationship of the Law to the gospel.
Judaizers taught that you had to keep the Law in order to be saved.
Gal. 1:6-7 	
Those that teach a list of “do’s and don’ts” are just like the Judaizers
Gal. 2:16
Gal. 3:2-3
Gal. 5:4-5 You cannot fall from grace, aka, lose your salvation.
Rom. 4 Deals with salvation by: Law? Or Grace?
Judaizers want to emphasize circumcision as a condition for salvation
Acts 15:1
How does Paul deal with the possible influence of Judaizers in Rome?
Antinomians:  Nominus  = Law     Anti/Against the Law
Came from the Gentiles believers: Forget the Law – it’s all by Grace
Rom. 6:1 Shall we sin that grace may abound?
They thought that the outward restrictions of the Law were totally wrong.
Paul has to prove that we can’t live any way we want. The gospel makes a person, not lawless, but righteous AS he fulfills the Law by the Spirit, not by the flesh.
So, as we study Romans, ask yourself which group he is talking to.
Paul is dealing with the conflict between the Jews and Gentiles who have come to know Christ as Savior. The Jews had a hard time accepting the Gentiles as their brethren, as equals in the kingdom of God.
Jews are teaching: you can’t be saved by faith alone, apart from the Law, because people will live lawlessly. 
Can a Christian habitually live in sin???
Rom. 14   Conflict between the weaker brother and the stronger brother.
Rom. 1:16-17   Key verse of Romans
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Romans presents the righteousness of God that comes from by belief in the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Key Theme: The righteousness of God: belief/salvation
God’s righteousness:
A. Needed by All    Romans 1-3
Chapter:
1. Gentile
2. Jew
3. All have sinned (3:23)
B. Provided by Christ
Chapter:
3. Through Redemption
4. Through Imputation
5. Through Reconciliation (5:10)

C. Released Through the Spirit	
Chapter:
6. Dead to Sin
7. Dead to law
8. Live by the Spirit  (8:2)
This is all because of our identification with Christ Jesus.
D. Based on Faith
Chapter:
9. God chooses (9:16)
         10. Man believes
         11. We’re grafted in

    E.  Manifested in Life
	Chapter:
          12. Worship’s spiritual service
          13. Render what is due
          14. Don’t judge other’s convictions
This righteousness that is manifested in my life, doesn’t go around judging people by their “do’s and don’ts”.
          15. Accepting one another
          16. Rejecting the false and obeying the gospel (16:25-26)
God’s Righteousness is:
A. Needed by all (chap. 1-3)
We are sinners by choice
B. Provided by Christ (chap. 3-5)
We are justified by Christ
C. Released Through the Spirit (Chap. 6-8)
We are sanctified by Christ 
D. Based on Faith (Chap. 9-11)
We are elected by God  
E. Manifested in Life (Chap. 12-16)
We are presented to Him 
Outline of Romans that will help you share the gospel of Jesus Christ
Chapters 1:1-3:20   We are ALL SINNERS
Chapter 3:21   Saved
Chapter 6-8     Sanctified
Chapter 9- 11 by the Sovereignty of God
Chapter 12-16 for God’s Service  

 







