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Rom. 1:1 “a called” apostle in the Greek. More were to be called.
Rom. 1:1 A bondservant (Deut.15:12-17) 
If that slave found his life BETTER as a slave, he would go to his master and request to be a perpetual slave: a bondslave. They would take him to the Temple, use an awl to make a piercing in his ear, which would show his CHOICE to be a slave for the rest of his life, to his Master.
DOULOS: Bondservant
Set Apart for the gospel of God: 
Paul considered himself as a slave to God, totally committed to Jesus Christ, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God. 
The Bible was written for people living in a real world then as we are living in a real world today.
Dan. 2, 7 Prophecy of the Roman rule over the world, and the Jews.
There is a unification of the Mediterranean world, so anything done in that area will have a far-reaching effect.
There is safe and easy communication, which was needed for the spread of the gospel. 
Is.14:24 The Lord of armies has sworn, saying, “Certainly, just as I have intended, so it has happened, and just as I have planned, so it will stand.”
Dan. 4:34-35 
Gal.4:4-5 But when the fullness of time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.
Koine Greek was the universal, common Greek language.
In the Intertestamental period, between Malachi and Matthew.
Septuagint – the Old Testament, translated into the Koine Greek.
The Koine Greek is the most accurate language that has ever been developed by man. Alexander the Great developed this language.
There was a universal peace: where there is war going on, it stops you from traveling.
Daniel 2 They knew Daniel’s prophecy of the Messiah, through the statue during Nebuchadnezzar’s time.
They were blind to the prophecies of a suffering Savior.
Is. 53: He was bruised for our iniquity…
They were looking for a reigning king; a Deliverer. 
Ps. 22  Clear description how a man’s body goes into agony during crucifixion. 
Acts 1:8
Sanhedrin: Jewish organ of local government, had limited power. They were made up of 70 men, from Sadducees and Pharisees.
Moral Setting:
A race that was totally degraded.
Reign of Tiberius: no day passed but someone was executed; no respect for life.
Senica: “They were stricken with agitation of a soul, no longer master of itself.”
When you just let everything rip, great agitation comes into your life.
An age of unparalleled luxury; the hot and cold water in the public baths came out of silver faucets.
Caligula sprinkled the floor of the Circus Arena with gold dust instead of saw dust.
Propertius, the poet, said, “I see Rome, proud Rome, perishing, the victim of her own prosperity.”
We must follow Him. 
Matt. 8:20 Jesus said to him, “The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”
2 Cor. 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich.
“Money, the nurse of debauchery, and innervating riches, sapped the sinews of the age with foul luxury.”
God gave them over to: 
1. Impurity
2. Homosexuality
3. A reprobate mind, a mind without restraint or control

The nations fall when they decay, when they forget God.
Dorian: Rome can neither bury its ills, nor the remedies that may have cured it.
Juvenal: “The earth no longer brings forth any but bad men and cowards.”
Hence God, whoever He is (he knows there’s a god) looks down and laughs at them and hates them.”
 A coward is a person that is apathetic, so they would rather live with what’s wrong than die, for what’s right.
Rom. 5:8 While we were enemies, Christ died for us.
Cassius: “The greater the infamy, the wilder the delight.”
Seneca: “Women were married to be divorced and divorced to be married. Roman highborn matrons dated the years by the names of their husbands, and not by the names of the councils.”
Rom. 1:1, 16 “I am set apart for the gospel of Jesus Christ.” “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ.”
Gal.3:8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the nations will be blessed in you.”
Gal. 3:16
“To corrupt and be corrupt is the spirit of the times.” (Tacitius)
Jews: Had a generally strict standard. The Sadducees sponsored moral compromise.
Intellectual Setting of the Roman culture
Greek and Roman culture were highly developed.
Paul addressed his letter not only to the Jew, but also to the Gentile
The Romans were known for government, for the law.
Intellectual Setting of the Jewish People:
Education played a prominent part of the Jews’ life.
Even in the ghettos of WW2, the Jews set up schools.
Romans has more direct, verbatim,  Old Testament quotes than any other book in the New Testament.
Paul knows it is a gospel that has been laid down from the Garden of Eden through the Old Testament and finally revealed to us in all of its fullness, in this New Testament day.
Religious Setting in the World of Jesus’ Day
Within the Roman Empire there was heathen idolatry: Mystic religions, philosophic religions; and because of this there was a great spiritual vacuum, a spiritual void.
Jewish: Intensely religious as to externals. Their religious life was molded by: 
Pharisees: Legalistic, middle class.
Sadducees: Free thinkers, the worldly, the upper class
Acenes: the mystic priests, the aesthetics. They didn’t even cohabitate with women. God used them because they meticulously copied the Scriptures. They saved the Scriptures by placing them in clay jars, hiding them in the Caves of Qumran. (which were only found between 1946-1956.  They found every book of the Bible except Esther)
Synagogues and rabies:
A thriving institution of worship which arose after the exile.
The rabbis ran the synagogues. Jews went there to learn the Word of God. The Temple was for sacrifices.
Paul reasoned and proved that Jesus was the Messiah in the synagogue. 
A believing remnant: there were scribes who looked and prayed for the advent of the Messiah (Luke 2:21, 39)  Simon, Anna
The Chronological Highlights of Paul’s life:
Paul was born around the time that Jesus was born.
Jesus’ life was cut off, but His life continued through Paul. A man that was willing to be a bondservant of Christ.
The conversion of Paul: About 33 or 36AD     Acts 9
Tiberius dies in 37AD: He was the emperor/Caesar of Rome (at the time of Paul’s conversion) 
Caligula becomes emperor/Caesar after Tiberius died.

Paul’s First Missionary Journey: 47-48 AD
In 41AD, Caligula dies, and Claudius becomes emperor of Rome.
Herod Agripa goes and rules over Judea and Samaria.
Galatians was written after Paul’s third Missionary Journey, about 57AD.
At this time there was an apostolic council at Jerusalem:  49AD
This council decided how they were going to handle the Gentiles that were believing in the Gospel: were they going to be circumcised, ….
Rom. 14 and 15: Paul will speak about the weak and strong brothers: The weak is a reference to those who have come out of Judaism. The strong is a reference to those Gentiles who have come to know Jesus Christ.  There is a conflict there.
The reality, the everydayness, the practicality of Romans must be understood.
In 49-52AD Paul goes on his 2nd Missionary Journey.
Paul’s main emphasis was around the Aegean Sea, the Greek Isles, Asia,….
He never went to Rome to establish the gospel of Jesus Christ, but he wants to go!
During his 2nd Missionary Journey, he writes 1 and 2 Thessalonians, where he writes about the 2nd Coming of Jesus Christ. It was their hope!!!  (I John 3)It puts our focus on eternity.
In 52AD, Claudius expels the Jews from Rome, which included Priscilla and Aquila (Acts 18:1-2)

Disappointment
Discouragement
Despair 
Dejection
Demoralization
The way to handle disappointment is to change the “D” to an “H”.  HIS appointment.
Rom. 8:28-29
Claudius sending the Jews out of Rome was not a disappointment to Priscilla and Aquila but His appointment. God brought both Paul and this couple to Corinth, made them BOTH tent makers, so that they would go to the market place, where they would meet each other.
Life is lived in the MARKET PLACE not in COMMUNES!





