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“The tables have turned, and the tables have been prepared.” Warren Wiersbe
The Great Reversal. The great rescue story.
God’s name does not appear, nor does prayer, or sacrifices. 
Ps. 84:11 For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord gives grace and glory; no good thing does He withhold from those who walk uprightly.
Esther: orphan, adopted, not royalty.
Mordecai: comes from a foundation of heritage, but not a good one.
Joseph’s life begins in abandonment yet he finds himself in the most powerful throne room in the land. God saves His people through Joseph.
Moses: his life started out being put in the Nile River in a basket. He finds himself in the house of Pharaoh. He gets kicked out, banished for 40 years as a shepherd, then the burning bush and God calls this man to be the deliverer of Israel.
Judges: Ehud, a left-handed judge, which is significant because of the side that he had his sword tied to. He wasn’t checked because of that. He kills Elon with that sword.
Gideon: His story starts out with him hiding in the wine press from his enemies. Yet God calls him, Mighty Warrior. His army is reduced because he has too many.
Deborah: a woman was raised up by God to lead her people.
Samson: at his lowest point, he is blind and chained to poles, entertainment for the Philistines.
David: his father forgot he HAD another son. Forgotten. Yet he ended up slaying a giant, and king of Israel.
God brings deliverance in ways we don’t expect.
Peter: the fisherman is going to lead the church……
John the Baptist: Elizabeth was barren, old, yet God raised John up as the “announcer” of the great King.
Matthew: a TAX COLLECTOR!!! One of the “called” apostles.
Paul: a persecutor of Christians, to the writer of most of the New Testament.
Jesus: His heritage includes Rahab the harlot! He rescued us by dying! And then rising again.
We should be LOOKING for the underdog, the weak, the “not so famous”.
Process
1.  God placed His people right where they needed to be.
Mordecai: at the gate, so he has some kind of official position. He hears of the plot to kill the king. He hears of the exact amount of money Haman offered to kill the Jews.
Esther: orphaned, so she lost her family status, now adopted by an official in the court of King Ahasuerus. 
Where are YOU? What’s your place?
2. God prepared them for the rescue operation.
Both Mordecai and Esther knew it was not about them, but for the people of Israel.
Est. 10:3 
Jer. 29:7  They are to seek the welfare of the city they are in.
Est. 4:13-14 Esther knows her place because Mordecai TOLD her.
You have attained royalty, you are prepared.
Est. 4:16 “If I perish, I perish.”  She’s ready! She’s prepared.
Are you seeing the Big Picture now?
I Cor. 12:26 If one member suffers, the whole body suffers.
3. God, using them, performed the rescue.
He stoops down, and uses US!!!
Dread:
Est. 8:16-17 Many people became Jews for the dread of the Jews had fallen on them.   They joined a people group because of a fear of a people group.
Deut. 2:25 This day I will begin to put the dread and fear of you upon the peoples everywhere under the heavens, who, when they hear the report of you, will tremble and be in anguish because of you.
Josh.2:3-5 Lie, totally diverting the men who were after the spies.
Josh. 2:6-9 “I know that the Lord has given you the land, and that the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land have melted away before you.”
Josh. 5:1 ….their hearts melted, and there was no spirit in them any longer because of the sons of Israel.
Only God can get into the heart of the opponent and squeeze it and make them writhe in anguish. Only God can get on the inside.
Josh. 9:22-25 ..”we feared greatly for our lives because of you, and have done this thing. Now behold, we are in your hands; do as it seems good and right in your sight to do to us.” 
The dread of the Jews is a gift of God, but it is one of His tools in performing.
Est. 8:17 They became Jews.
Progressive Revelation: things that are small at the beginning of the story but unpacked by the end; revealed.
Eph. 2:11-12 As a Gentile, I was separate from Christ. I was excluded from the commonwealth of Israel. I was a stranger to the Covenant of Promise. Without God in the world, having no hope.
Eph. 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
Only because I’m in Christ Jesus and because of His blood, am I brought near.
Eph. 2:14-18 …through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father.
Eph. 2:19  So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household. 
The plan is the same for both groups.
Becoming a Jew meant their laws became your laws, their schedules, their food, their everything became yours! Their life CHANGED!
If we are going to be part of God’s “rescue plan” we must put down our life, our values, relationships, resources and take His. 
How are you actively engaged in being used by God to perform God’s rescue plan?
You represent God, wherever you are. What place has He put you in, what gifts has He given you to use you for His rescue plan?
You have been raised up for “such a time as this”. 
What part will YOU play in God’s rescue plan? 




