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Where is God in Esther?
Are we LOOKING for Him in Esther?
If you were to summarize all theologies you can come down to 3, but all deal with the question of heaven and earth.
1. Pantheism: God is everywhere, and everything is God. His divine essence is in everything. But this view gets confusing when you tie in “evil”.
2. Deism: This removes God from His creation; it is a completely hands off view. “All of life is spiritual”. Heaven and earth are separated.
3. Biblical: Judaism, monotheistic. It isn’t that heaven and earth are one, or that they are completely distinct and always separate, but that they are interlocked, overlapping at times. Ex. Jacob seeing the ladder coming from heaven to earth in his dream.   Moses seeing the burning bush and calling the ground he was standing on, “holy”.  The Tent of Meeting, where God met with Moses. The cloud in the wilderness over the Israelites. Jesus’ name, Emmanuel – God with us.   The Garden of Eden, etc.
So, how do we find God in a book where His name is not mentioned?
C.S. Lewis quote: 
“I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen: not only because I see it, but because by it I see everything else.”
To find God, is simply to look up, in the book of Esther.
Key Characteristic: God’s Sovereignty
1. God is sovereign over the timing
Est. 1:3-8 The King’s banquet 
Est. 1:9  Vashti’s banquet
This 7- day party, throws it all down.
Est. 2:1 The king is now missing Vashti.
Esther is being raised up, in God’s timing.
Est. 2 Plot is discovered, revealed, but not rewarded, possibly for 4 years.
Est. 6 NOW Mordecai’s  overthrowing of the plot is rewarded
Est. 3:7  The edict took 11 months, which was decided by casting lots.
Lots are cast by men to find guidance outside themselves. Yet, God is in charge of that specific time, so the Jews have time to seek God and prepare.
Ex. 17:8-12 Amalekites/ Agagites 
Ex. 17:13-16 The Lord will have war against Amalek from generation to generation. 
Num. 24:20…his end will be destruction.
Deut. 25:17-19 You shall blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven; you must not forget.
2 Sam. 1:1-16 “I am an Amalekite…”  kills Saul. David says, “Cut him down!” for he killed the Lord’s anointed.
God is in charge, even of the centuries!
Est. 3:9 Timing of Haman’s offer of money: he has just gone down to fight the Greeks, but has lost that battle. Lost money. And the king doesn’t ask one question; he only hears about money.
Est. 4:11  Esther has not been summoned by the king for 30 days. She thinks she has lost favor in his eyes.
Est. 5:2-3 King sees her from afar off, she comes near, and his first question is, “What is troubling you?”  Something about her appearance after her fast, has changed her looks.
Est. 5:3-4 Esther invites them to her banquet, THIS DAY
Est. 5:5-6 “Bring Haman quickly”. The pace picks up….
Est. 5:14 The Gallows     Timing
The gallows were more like spikes, where people were impaled rather than hung.
Est. 6:1 The king can’t sleep, and he has THIS certain chronicle read to him and the one guy in the court, is Haman. WORST time for Haman to be there.
Est. 6:10, 14 Quickly….while they were still talking
This is not a Deism, nor a Pantheism, this is a Biblical understanding where God reaches down and has the gallows built, raises up Esther….
Est. 7   Second Banquet
Est. 7:6 Haman is named and the king is so enraged he steps out
Est.7:8 The king steps in JUST AS Haman is in the queen’s space, an misinterprets his actions.
2. God is in charge of controlling the minds and the hearts
Prov. 21:1 The king’s heart is like channels of water in the hand of the LORD; He turns it wherever He wishes.
Water is very passive, it does whatever you do with it; it is pushed or pulled.
The main issue with Haman is pride, which is basically an overestimation of yourself.
Est. 5:13 Haman is not satisfied.
“Be Committed” by warren Wiersbe
Rom. 13:13-14 God’s perfect timing led Augustine to read this which led him to salvation.
3. God is in charge of exalting and humbling men
1 Sam. 2:7 “The LORD makes poor and rich; He brings low, He also exalts.”
Dan. 4:1-3, 34-35 “If you do not humble yourself….”
Do you see the sovereignty of God in YOUR life today?
Do you look at the timing of your life?
Do you trust Him to exalt and to bring humble, laying your agenda before Him and surrendering it to Him?
He cares about the details, and He is in charge.


