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Why did Queen Vashti refuse her husband?
We don’t know. Speculation breeds distraction, which CAN lead us to misinterpretation. 
This is a narrative, not a doctrine.
How does THIS story fit in the BIG story?
Historical Context
Citadel: 120 foot tall building
Est. 1:1
Est. 2:5,6 
Exile – something must be really wrong.
God’s Covenant with His people: The “Deal” with His people
Deut. 28-30
Lev. 26 
Deut. 28:29  The blessings and the cursings.
Deut. 30:1-3….then the Lord your God will restore you from captivity, and have compassion on you, and will gather you again from all the peoples where the Lord your God has scattered you.
Deut. 30:4-5
Deut. 30:6-10
Leviticus 26 ends with God saying, “I will cast you from my presence”. My favor, provision, protection. You will be My enemy.
2 Kings 25; 2 Chron. 36:16  There was no remedy.
Jer. 29:1,4 Israel is at the bottom, they’ve experienced God’s wrath
Jer. 29:5-7 “welfare” means Shalom. Peace.
While in Exile:
1. Seek the Welfare of the City
Seek the welfare of those who rule and reign over you and you will have peace.
Mordecai and Esther are IN this situation right now.
If this city has peace, they will have peace.
Rom. 13:1-2 Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God. Therefore, whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves.

Jer. 29:8-11
Jer. 29:12-14 Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart. I will be found by you.
2. There will be a heart change
There return is not this grand and glorious end to the story. It’s slow and in Haggai the people have quit.
In Ezra you find there’s a stop and start in their building.
Dan. 1:1  Secular news
Dan. 1:2  Spiritual news
Daniel: They are in exile, but God is in charge and sovereign. 
The typical Hebrew, in exile, would NOT be trying to bless the nation that has taken him into captivity.  But Daniel DOES!
Dan. 2:31-35 
Statue in Daniel
Head – Gold – Babylon/Nebuchadnezzar      Your kingdom has an end.
Chest – Silver – Medes and Persians
Thighs – Bronze - Greece
Legs –  Iron - Romans
Stone that crushes the statute and fills the earth -  is Christ and His kingdom.
Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom WILL END.
King Xerxes  Biggest empire to date. Herodotus records that he had a power craving. He wanted to rule the world! Yet he doesn’t even rule his wife.
We need to look at the details of the story of Esther: the “small” story
Est. 2:8-9 Favor – Hesed
Esth. 2:17  Kindness – Hesed
Often translated “Love” coming from God. His covenantal faithfulness/commitment. 
This word, in context, does not mean covenantal faithfulness. But God IS singling her out.
Est. 2:15 Favor – hananu: 
“Tov” is used 9 times in this chapter, and means worthy, please, beautiful, the best.
God is raising up this beautiful, favored woman to replace Vashti.  
God has not abandoned His people.
Est. 2:9-10 Esther has been transferred to the best (tov) place in the harem Esther did not make known her people or kindred.
Esth. 2:19-20 
Esther is in the best place with the best things, but she is still listening to Mordecai.
What is the point that we should walk away with?
God has NOT abandoned His people, even though they are at the very bottom of the barrel and NOT in the Promised Land.
Ez. 11:16 Therefore say, “Thus says the Lord God, ‘Though I had removed them far away among the nations and though I had scattered them among the countries, yet I was a sanctuary for them a little while in the countries where they had gone.’”
Maybe in YOUR life, you are suffering the discipline of God, He has not abandoned you.
Heb. 12:6 For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He receives.
God’s ways of rescue/restoration and power are different than ours.
God never does what we expect.
The gospel is where rescue happens. Not education, money, or programs, only Jesus.
Don’t rebel against His discipline.
Application:
1. Wait upon the Lord. 
2. Trust in the Lord
3. Follow the Lord

Phil 3:8 …I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ.





