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What are the requirements to enter the kingdom of heaven?
We must humble ourselves like children, in the sense of dependency, trusting and leaning upon God.
Forgiveness is required.
We must let go of those things that come between us and God. We can have only one God; One treasure.
We must lose in order to gain.
Matt. 20:16  Last will be first, the first will be last.
Compare Mother Theresa to Donald Trump.
Jesus is now IN Jerusalem.
Matt. 16:21 I am going
Is. 5:1-6 The vineyard was expected to produce good grapes.
Is. 5:5-6 He will remove its hedge and wall, He will lay it waste…
He has removed the protection so judgment will come upon it.
Is. 5:7 Vineyard is the House of Israel and the Men of Judah His delightful plant.
He expects Israel to be instruments of justice.
Is. 56:6-8 My house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples.
Those who used to be blocked from the house of God, are now able to come to the House of God: the door is open to those that bring Him sacrifices that are acceptable: it is not a “free for all open door”.
Jer. 7:1-3 Crisis: they are going to want to enter into the Temple. They think they can live any way they want to, as long as they possess the Temple.
Jer. 7:4-11 …..has this house, which is called by My name, become a den of robbers?
Matt. 21:13 This house is supposed to be for all peoples, a house of justice and mercy and where the law is upheld.
Matt. 20:1-6 
Matt. 20:10-16 So the last shall be first, and the first shall be last.
How can we enter into the kingdom of heaven?
1. By Grace – Generosity of God
The last group of laborers were given so much grace that it bothers the first group.
Matt. 20:29-34 The blind men call Jesus the Son of David.
Matt. 20:32-33 
Matt. 20:34 Moved with compassion, Jesus touched their eyes, and immediately they regained their sight and followed Him.
Matt. 21:28-32 
2. By Believing 
But we cannot separate believing from righteousness.  (I John 1:5-7)
Matt. 21:31 ..the prostitutes and tax collectors will get into the kingdom before you because they believed John!
Luke 3:8 Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 
Luke 3:10-11 
Luke 3:12-14 
The old English word we got believe from was “by -live” or we can turn it around and say, “live-by”.
I John 1:5-7 God is Light, and in Him there is NO DARKNESS AT ALL….if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His son, cleanses us from all sin. 
I John 5:13 I have written these things that you may KNOW that you have eternal life.
3. By Having the Manner of a Servant
Matt. 20:20-23 
Mrs. Zebedee (Salome Matt.27:56) and her sons (James and John Matt. 4:21) were looking for positions of status.
Matt. 20:24-28 
John 13:3-10 Jesus washed the disciples’ feet, teaching them by example how to be a servant.
John 13:12-17 Now, I want you to do this to one another! Serve one another.
Acts 2:44-45 Community, wanting to take care of the needy.
Acts 4:34-35 There were no needy among them.
Is. 5:8-17 
Phil. 2:1-4 Regard one another higher than yourself.
4. You must embrace the Lord Jesus as your Savior, as God, as Messiah
Matt. 21:33-41
The Vineyard is the kingdom. 
Vine-growers in the vineyard: Those Jews that have decided to do God’s things, their way. The Temple, the Law, etc….. it keeps people away in order to exalt themselves.
Slaves, could be the prophets: which they killed.
The son himself: they will kill.
The vineyard will be taken away and given to others.
Matt. 21:42-43 “Did you never read…..”
The kingdom will be taken away from you and given to a people, producing the fruit of it.
Matt. 21:42 The stone the builders rejected – Jesus
Matt. 20:18-19 
Matt. 20:28 Jesus gave His life as a ransom for many.
John 14:6 There is only ONE Way to the Father: Jesus is THE way, THE truth and THE life. No one comes to the Father but by Him.
Matt. 21:44 They will stumble over it and THEY will be destroyed.
It is always by grace and by believing that God allows us to enter into the kingdom.
Rom. 11:17-22 Don’t become arrogant, it is only because of the Jews that we are allowed to enter.
There is one path to the kingdom of heaven and that is through God’s Son, Jesus Christ.



