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2 Tim. 2:4  No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.
“End of the Spear” “Shadow of the Almighty” and “Through Gates of Splendor”, are books about Jim and Elizabeth Elliot’s lives.
“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep, to gain what he cannot lose.”
One treasure. One Master.
Matt. 16:21 From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day.
Matt. 16:22-23 There’s something different about this Messiah. His way is SO different than ours.
Matt. 16:24 “If anyone wishes to come after Me (to Jerusalem, suffer, die)….”
Matt. 16:25 Why? This is HIS value system.
“For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.”
To lose is to gain.
Matt. 18:1 Who IS the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?
Matt. 16:16-18 Peter’s confession of who Christ is.
First illustration to answer this question:
Matt. 18 Children
Matt. 19 
Rich man
Matt. 19:23 It is hard, difficult, nearly impossible for the wealthy to enter the kingdom of heaven. (for the rich, there are not a lot of difficult things)
Matt. 18:6 
Children: They are potential victims of stumbling: word we get for scandalize
Matt. 18:10 Warning: Don’t despise them. They could be victims of rejection.
Matt. 19:13-14 The kingdom of heaven belongs to these.
Even the disciples didn’t understand.
Matt. 18:1-2  Jesus gives them an illustration of a child
Matt. 18:3 Unless you are converted – change drastically
“Become like children”
Matt. 18:4 Whoever humbles himself – that is how we become like children.
Not humble in your manner or position, but by becoming vulnerable, dependent, weak, and powerless.
In this culture in Matthew, children were seen as workers, not as treasured.
Rich Man
Matt. 19:16 How do I obtain eternal life?
Matt. 19:17 If you wish to enter into life, keep the commandments.
Dan. 12:2 Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt.
Job 19:26-27 Even after my skin is destroyed, yet from my flesh I shall see God; whom I myself shall behold, and whom my eyes will see and not another. My heart faints within me!
Eternal life is rather a new concept being taught, though Daniel and Job elude to it.
Old Testament references: what the rich man had “in his mind”.
Deut. 30:15-20 Put your ways down and pick up His. There is a connection between obedience and life.
Life or Prosperity: Death rand Adversity.
Deut. 30:17-18 “IF your heart”: this is not legalism, this is a heart issue.
Deut. 30:19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, the blessing, and the curse. So, choose life in order that you may live, you and your descendants.
Obedience brings life eternal.
How do you get eternal life?
By loving the Lord your God. It’s not a check list of works that God has.
By obeying His voice. (Heb. 4:12 this voice becomes the Living Word)
By holding fast to Him.  It’s that white knuckle grip that you get when you’re on a roller coaster. You don’t walk away, you cling tightly.
Matt. 19:18 -20 Jesus lists 6 commandments, not all 10.
“What am I still lacking?” He knew there had to be something more.
Matt. 19:21 “If you wish to be complete (the opposite of lacking) go and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”
Jesus doesn’t list the rest of the commandments.
Ex. 20:3-4 You shall have no other gods before Me, no idols, you shall not worship them, you shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain. Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.
The first four commandments are about your relationship to God.
Jesus knew the rich man had a competitor for his heart.
The rich man’s master, idol, was his wealth. 
Matt. 19:23 It is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.
Luke 18:18-30 Luke calls him a ruler.
We, in America, have the rich man’s problem. We rest in our riches.
Matt. 16:24-25 “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses is life for My sake will find it.
Matt. 6:21 Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
Matt. 6:24 A man cannot serve two masters.
Phil. 3:7-11 Whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ. More than that ……..
Compare what the world has to offer you with what Christ has to offer you.
There IS no comparison.
Matt. 19:27   What will there be for us? They were shocked that the rich man didn’t get in. 
Matt. 19:28-29 
I Tim. 6:17-19 Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed.
What is it that is keeping you, confusing you, competing with you for complete devotion?















