Matthew Part 2
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What does God look to see in us, through us and for us?
A Review of Matthew Part 1
Matt. 1:1 Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of David and the Son of Abraham
David: Messiah would come with a throne
2 Sam. 7:12-13 A throne that has no end, no boundaries that will fill the whole world and last forever.
Gen. 12:3 Son of Abraham: the One in whom God would bless the entire world
Gal. 3:8-16  This is the Gospel that was preached beforehand to Abraham: His name is Jesus.
He is the Messiah, the Anointed One, the One in whom we put our trust.
He was a king, but there was another king, King Herod.
Gen. 3:15 The Seed
Matt. 1-2  The King
Matt. 3-4   The sermon that the King brings
Matt. 3:2 John the Baptist’s message: Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand
Matt. 4:17  Jesus brings the same message: Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand
Matt. 5-7  The laws of this kingdom. You have heard it said, but I say.
Matt. 5:10  Blessed ones are redefined
Matt. 5:20  Our righteousness must surpass that of the scribes and Pharisees
Matt. 6:31-33   Don’t worry, but focus on the kingdom of God and His righteousness.
Matt. 7:29  He shows us that He is a great teacher
Matt. 8-10  Authority of Jesus
Matt. 9:37-38   The harvest is plentiful, pray the Lord of the harvest….
Matt. 10:1  He sends the 12 out with power over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness.
The authority of chapters 8 and 9 is now delegated to those He sent out.
Matt. 11-12  The message was rejected, even to the point of accusing Jesus as being Satan.
Matt. 12:24
Matt. 13   Parables: Family talk
What is the kingdom like? A seed, which starts small but grows. It’s worth everything.
Matt. 14:1-2   Herod and John the Baptist. Herod thinks Jesus is John the Baptist  reincarnated
This chapter goes back in time to when John the Baptist was killed.
The one who was prophesied in Malachi: his head is cut off!!!!Where is God?
This kingdom is NOT a kingdom of health, wealth and victory.
Matt. 11:2-3  Are You the Expected One? Or shall we look for another.
Saying, “My God is Sovereign” is a trust ( and hasn’t He earned it?)
Matt. 14  Feeding of the 5,000 men, with 12 basketfuls  leftover. Possibly as Jewish feeding
This is a God that does more than we can ask or think.
Walking on the Water: Peter had little faith
Matt. 14:28-29
Matt. 14:30-31 
Matt. 6:30 …..you of little faith. Worry is an indication of little faith
Faith fixes worry
Matt. 8:25-27  Why are you afraid, you of little faith
Matt. 8:26  Faith fixes fear
Matt. 16:8  Faith/worry
Matt. 14:34-36 Summary of Healing
Matt. 15:  What defiles a Man (tradition)
Matt. 15:23-24  Healing of the Canaanite woman: Really about faith: she had greater faith than Peter.
Something changes:
Matt. 15:26  “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.”
Implication: The Gentile is the dog
Matt. 15:27 “Yes, Lord: but even the dogs feed on the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.” She didn’t want the bread, just the crumbs left over.
Matt. 15:28 “Your faith is great…”
Matt. 8:5-10 Centurion’s faith was greater than anything Jesus had seen in Israel
Summary
Matt. 15:32-38  Feeding of 4,000 with 7 basketfuls left over. Possibly a Gentile 
feeding
Matt. 22:36-39  
I John 4:19   Because He first loved us, we CAN fulfill His command to love.

Parallels:
Feeding of the 5,000 and feeding of the 4,000
Walking on the water and Healing of the Canaanite woman: Both are about faith
Summaries
Matt. 15:1-20  What defiles a man?
Matt. 15:2 
Matt. 15:3 The Pharisees attacked Jesus and He comes back with an attack on them!
Matt. 15:4-6  They are saying there’s a way out of this commandment. There’s a loophole. 
Matt. 15:6 The very thing they were thinking they were holding on to and protecting, Jesus said they invalidated!
Rom. 1:18-25 The wrath of God is revealed and why
Matt. 15:10-11 “Hear and understand”
This is a very clear call to obedience.
They were taking the ceremony of washing their hands, tradition, as defilement.
Jesus flips it, making it a heart issue: What’s inside is shown by what comes out.
Matt. 15:13 
Matt. 13:29-30   Family talk, the parable of the tares; the righteous and unrighteous, eternal destruction of the unrighteous, being burned up.
Matt. 15:14  “Ignore them”
Application:
How do you know that you’re not blind? How do you know that you are following the truth? The Word of God is your guide, your plumbline.
How am I guilty of exchanging God’s Word for MY word?
How do you know that you’re saved? What would you say to someone that asks you that?
The Bible helps us to answer this:
 I John 5:13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

· There is not one reference in Scripture that tells you to ask Jesus into your heart. 
· There is not one reference in Scripture that lets you know that you have eternal life by having prayed the sinner’s prayer.
· There is not one reference in Scripture about a commitment in the past that you have made.
· There is not one reference in Scripture of an ecstatic experience of the Holy Spirit manifesting Himself in speaking in tongues.
· There is not one reference in Scripture about joining a church, of being recognized by the elders.

Most people point back to a time: “I made a commitment, I said a prayer…”
If I point to things like that I have simply lifted up a tradition that is NOT in the Bible!!!
How have we become like the Jews?
Do you walk like Jesus? 
Do you love your brother?
Do you walk in the Light?
Do you have the Holy Spirit?
These are things that point to today, and have applications to tomorrow.
What do you look for in a God?
Powerful
One who walks on water: molecules change in His presence.
One who wants to engage and change me and my heart.
Salvation is a matter of the heart and it changes you.
One who stoops down to the unwanted.
One who humbles Himself and meets me in my mess.
What does God look for in me?
Faith: Trust and Obey. A faith that is represented  by what I say and what I do. A faith that shows itself in a life that bears fruit.







