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What is the Kingdom of Heaven Like???
Outline of Matthew
Matthew 1-2  Introduction to the King
Matt. 1:21 Jesus has come to save His people from their sins
Matthew 3-4  Introduction to the Kingdom
Matt. 3   Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand
Matthew 5-7  The Laws of the Kingdom
Matthew 5:10  
Matt. 5:17 I came to fulfill the Law
Matt. 5:20 
Matthew 8-10  The Authority of the Kingdom
Matt. 10:1   Jesus gives His authority to His disciples
Matthew 12-13  The Opposition to the Kingdom
Matt. 12:6-8
Matt. 12:10
Matt. 12:14
Matt. 12:24 They even accuse Him of having His power from the devil.
Matt. 12:30 He who is not with Me is against Me: and He who does not gather with Me scatters.
Matt. 12:49-50 “For whoever DOES the will of My Father who is in heaven, he is My brother and sister and mother.”
In order to understand a parable, you must understand its context.
CONTEXT IS KING!
The context in chapter 13 is, the Kingdom.
What IS a parable?
Is it a mystery that will be revealed, or concealed?
“A parable is a story although not usually factual, remains true to life and teaches a moral lesson or truth. Every detail of a parable will reinforce the main theme…”
“Jesus frequently used parables in His teaching for two reasons: to reveal truth to believers and to hide truth from those who had rejected it and hardened their hearts against it.”
Parables are, “family talk”.
Those outside the family, it is hidden truth.
To correctly interpret a parable:
1. Understand the context, the occasion.
2. Look for the intended meaning of the parable (not hidden; obvious)
3. Don’t impose any meaning beyond what is clearly stated by the speaker of the parable. 
4. Identify the central idea of the parable. (remember it always has a point)
Ps. 78:1-4 
Matt. 13:1-9 Parable of the Sower
Matt. 13:24-30 Parable of the wheat and the Tares
Matt. 13:31-32 Parable of the mustard seed
Matt. 13:33  Parable of the leaven
Matt. 13:44  Parable of the treasure
Matt. 13:45-46  Parable of the pearl
Matt. 13:47-50  Parable of the dragnet
Question:
Who is IN the kingdom?
The parable of the sowers, the wheat and the tares, and the dragnet answer this.
Matt. 13:19 Seed was sown by the road.
“Hears”, but does not understand it, snatched away by the evil one.
Matt. 13:20-21 “Hears” yet he has no firm root, persecution comes, and he falls away. 
Matt. 13:22 “Hears”, but the worry, deceitfulness and wealth choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.  
The seed was “pre-occupied”: the thorns were already there. 
Matt. 13:23 “Hears”, the word AND understands it! AND bears fruit and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
Matt. 13:19
Parable of the Sower: The Word brings forth fruit. These are the ones who are IN the kingdom.
Matt. 13:24-30 The wheat gets into the kingdom.
Matt. 13:47-40  Not everyone gets into the kingdom, the fish are separated out.
HOW does everyone get in?
Sovereignty and Responsibility
Sovereignty
Matt. 13:10-11 To YOU it has been granted….to them it has not.
“Granted” is authority that comes from the outside, it is given. It is not developed.
John 6:63-64 “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who it was that would betray Him.  (Sovereignty, omniscience)
John 6:65 And He was saying, “For this reason I have said to you, that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted him from the Father.”
Rom. 9:11,15-18   Complete Sovereignty
Responsibility
Is. 6:9-10 
Is. 6:13 “Yet”….the holy seed is in its stump.  But there are roots in that stump.
Is. 11:1-3 Jesus, the Hope of Israel, comes out of that stump.
Matt. 13:13 
Context: In chapter 12:31-32, a line in the sand has been drawn. Their hearts were hardened.
Matt. 13:14 “It is continuing to happen, it is happening now!”
“In their case the prophecy of Isaiah is BEING FULFILLED.”
Acts 28:23 When they had set a day for Paul…. he testified about the kingdom of God. He was trying to persuade his brothers
Acts 28:24-26 SOME were being persuaded….but others would NOT believe. And AFTER Paul had spoken one parting word, “The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through Isaiah the prophet to your fathers saying,…..”
Man has a responsibility of NOT hardening our hearts against the Word of God.
Who’s in the kingdom? Those whom God puts in the kingdom but it’s also those who “hear, understand and produce fruit”.
John 15:16 “You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.”
Because He chose me, I can live for Him!!! It should embolden us to share the gospel!
How will the kingdom come? The parable of the mustard seed, treasure, pearl and leaven answer this question. It is small, but grows.
Recuring theme in these parables: It’s not what you expect.
Jesus is NOT what we expect. 
He says things and does things and prophesies of things we do not expect.
Application:
Matt. 12:50 For whoever DOES the will of My Father who is in heaven, he is My brother and sister and mother.       Family!
Matt. 13:53-58 Jesus goes to His hometown of Nazareth, and they took offense at Him and did not believe. No fruit.
Fruit shows who you are following, connected to, who you belong to in the family.
Judgment also comes to those who reject: those will be the ones who are outside the kingdom.      Where are you?
