Matthew Part 1
Lesson 4
David Arthur

What does it mean to seek first the kingdom of heaven? To seek Him first?
Review:  
Matthew 1-2  Introduced to The King    1:21 His name will be called Jesus, “God saves”
Matthew 3-4  Introduced to The Kingdom  3:2; 4:17  Repent; the kingdom of heaven is at hand, it is close
Matthew 5-7  Introduced to the Laws of the Kingdom – Righteousness must surpass that of the scribes and Pharisees
Matt. 5:20 
Matt. 6:33 Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness
Righteousness Defined
Matt. 5:6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness…”
Image is of someone who is driven, it’s an inner desire.
Matt. 5:10 “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness.”  Persecution comes to these people.
Matt. 5:20 Our righteousness must surpass that of the scribes and Pharisees
It is a requirement for the entrance into the kingdom of heaven.
It implies relationship. It’s not working your way down a checklist. 
WHY do we seek righteousness? Because that is what our God IS!
Eph. 5:1 Be imitators of God. Be holy like God.
Righteousness is a right standing before God. It’s His will, design, way, and purpose for us. It’s a way of life.
It is a term of identity. It tells us who we are. It defines us.
What does it mean to practice our identity (our righteousness)?
Matt. 6:1 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them…”
Matt. 5:48 “Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
I John 1:8-10 
Be what God has made you to be! Complete and whole.
We have the temptation to put forth this image of being perfect.
Matt. 6:1-18  Giving, praying, fasting, forgiveness…
1. Motive matters
Matt. 6:2 When you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you…
2.  Don’t give in order to be honored by men  
Matt. 6:2
3. Don’t pray in order to be seen or noticed by men
Matt. 6:5
4. Don’t fast to be noticed by men
Matt. 6:16
2 Tim. 3:16 A large part of the Bible is correcting our thinking. We come into this world making bad choices.
Matt. 6:1 Don’t practice righteousness so others will notice you
Matt. 5:16  Let your light shine so men will see your good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven.       MOTIVE MATTERS
These two verses are not in conflict they go to the heart of the matter.
Matt. 6:9 “Pray then in this way”…He knows the will and the heart of the Father.
When we pray, do we anticipate Him to answer?????
Matt. 6:14-15 For if you forgive others for their transgressions, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. BUT if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your transgressions.
I Cor. 11:27-29 
Identify the Challenges
Matt. 6:19-20  Do not store…..  The only difference is WHERE! Earth or Heaven
Store them up where you won’t loose them.
Matt. 6:21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
If you love missions, put your money there!
Matt. 6:24 You can’t serve both God and your wealth. The only two things He puts in this verse!
Matt. 19:16-26 Some people Jesus told to give everything away
Matt. 6:25 Do not be worried (about your treasure)
Why am I not supposed to worry?
Matt. 19:25-27 Life is more than food, clothing……stuff
Matt. 19:27  Worrying doesn’t add a single hour to your life
Matt. 6:8, 30, 32 Your Father knows what you need before you ask Him. 
Matt. 6:30-33 God is the One who will provide our needs
Matt. 6:33 Seek FIRST His kingdom. Don’t “add” it to your agenda but seek it First
Prov. 3:5-6, 9-10  Honor the Lord with your first fruits.
Trust! Give God your first
Ex. 16:16-20 
Our Love of Stuff – Major warning sign.
He will take care of you.
Identify the challengers: who do we need to watch out for?
Matt. 7:15 False prophets. Their appearance looks good
Matt. 7:16 You will know them by their fruits. Examine them!
Matt. 3:7-8 Opposite of John’s message: Bear fruit in keeping with repentance
Matt. 7:3-5  You’re a hypocrite when you think you can “fix” someone when you have things YOU need to work on.
What comes between the judging and the false prophets??? Ask!!
Ask and it will be given to you.
Matt. 7:6
Make decisions with discernment as we seek and ask God.
Matt. 7:12 ….this is the Law (of the Kingdom) and the prophets
Matt. 7:13-14  The gates 
The wide gate is from the false prophets
Matt. 7:21 Until you DO the will of the Father, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.
There is a difference between SAYING you’re a Christian and actually BEING a Christian.
Matt. 7:24-27 Act on My words. He is setting up the laws of the kingdom.
This, will cost you.
Matt. 5:38-42  
You KNOW you cannot do this without the power of the Holy Spirit and Jesus being your King, and your heart and pocketbook being allegiant to His kingdom.
He is not to be added to your life, He IS your life.








