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Have you ever wondered what Jesus thought about the Law? Is He going to change or weaken it?
Matt. 1-2 Matthew introduces us to Messiah, son of Abraham, son of David. Jesus
The King
Matt. 3-4 John the Baptist preaches: Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Jesus picks up the same message. 
The Kingdom
Matt. 4:23-25   Summary statement
Matt. 4:25  Crowds came from all over
Matt. 5:1 Jesus begins to teach: this is what, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven”, includes.
Matthew 5   The Law of the Kingdom
Vs. 1-12 The “Blessed’s”
Matt. 5:13-16  Salt and Light
Matt. 17-48  The Law: You have heard…….But I say
1. Jesus defines – what is the blessed life; the “Blessed”
Blessed: “happiness” In the Greek culture; it meant your relationship with fate. Live well, you’ll be treated well.  Jesus redefines it: Happiness despite your circumstances, position, relationship…….only one thing matters: Your relationship with God.
John 13:1-20 
John 13:17  ….you are blessed if you do them.
If we follow God, His ways, and precepts, we are on the path to a blessed life. IF we decide we don’t want to do that then we are on the path of destruction.
Matt. 5:3-10  Beginning of the blessed: poor (vs. 3), ending: the persecuted (vs. 10)
The Messiah is Here!!! The Kingdom!! It’s at hand!!  Now come the blessings.
Poor?? Persecuted? Humble, meek??? Those thirsting after righteousness?
Is. 53:5-7 
The Rewards
Matt. 5:3-10 Kingdom, mercy, …..
James 1:2 Consider it pure joy..
Rom. 8:37 We are more than conquerors
2. Jesus defines our identity
What rules interpretation? Context is king
Matt. 5:13-16 
You ARE salt and light. 
Salt: remains pure salt; it doesn’t fade away or whither. Salt is a mineral and never loses its saltiness naturally. The only way it loses its saltiness is when it’s combined with something, it has been contaminated.  The only way to make it salty again is to remove the contaminate.
Salt: tasteless – “Moraino”: moron. Applied to salt means it has lost its true purity and its essence. 
You are salt!! Stay salt, be salt, be what you are, don’t be foolish.
Light: you don’t hide it. Example of a city set up on a hill
Matt. 5:14-15 
Matt. 5:16 Let your light shine
We are to do good works, let them be seen, so that God is glorified.
3. Jesus defines the Law and its Application
You have heard………But I say to you
Matt. 5:21-32
Jesus does not add to the Law: it’s always been an issue of the heart. He is interpreting it in the way it was intended.
Gal. 3:24  The Law was a tutor
Matt. 5:27-28 Lust, adultery, was very common and is still common today. Here is what I want you to do about it:
Matt. 5:29 Adultery leads us to hell. Whatever is interfering with you being righteous, DEAL W	ITH IT!!!
Col. 3:5  Put it to death!!! Deal with sin in a radical manner!!!
Do whatever it takes to obey the Law.
Pharisees: this is what the Law REALLY requires!
Matt. 5:17 I did not come to abolish the Law, but to fulfill it.
Pleroo: to fill to the fullest
Matt. 5:38, 43 
Vengeance 
Ex.21:24
Lev. 24:20
Deut. 19:21
It was a deterrent, but it was also a means for justice.
Matt. 5:39-42 
Does He really mean when an evil person comes, I am not to resist them?
Resist: it’s where we get our word, antihistamine from. It means to stand against, to revolt, to fight. In this context the consensus is that when the kingdoms come, we need to revolt against them.
Matt. 5:10 Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness.
Matt. 5:11 
This persecution of suffering is tied to Jesus.
Matt. 5:44-45 
When you’re turning the other cheek, you’re saying, “I’m staying here. I’m not going anywhere. I can take it because I am blessed when I suffer for Christ.”
Rom. 13:10 Love is the fulfillment of the Law
That is what the people of God are to be known for.
We are to be marked by mercy, gentleness, humbleness and self control.
Our “self” can not be number one. We are not to be occupied with our rights. We are to lay our rights down. 
Matt. 10:39; 16:24-25
Matt. 5:48 Therefore, (conclusion), be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
Matt. 6:12 Jesus does not expect perfectionism.
Teleios: complete, mature, what you were made to be.
Lev. 19:2
Deut. 18:13
I Pet. 1:13-16 Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior, because it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”
The ONLY way I can follow this, is if I am IN Christ, supernaturally filled with the Holy Spirit. 






