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The Coming of the Kingdom and what does it mean to repent?
Matthew 3-4
Big Picture: 
Matt. 1:21 Jesus, will save His people from their sins.
Chp. 1-2  The King is introduced and conflict is already present.
Chp. 3-4 Introduction to the King’s Kingdom
Chp. 5- 28 Matthew shows us the King and His Kingdom
Matt. 3:1-2  John the Baptist:  “Repent! For the Kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
He is also baptizing.
Matt. 3:13-17  Jesus is Baptized (Matt. 17:5 Transfiguation God speaks again)
Matt. 4:1-11 Jesus is Tempted; fasts for 40 days.  
Eph. 6:10-20
Matt. 4:12-16  Jesus to Galilee
Matt. 4:17-22 Jesus preaches and calls: “Repent, for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
Matt. 4:23 Diseases and sicknesses healed
Matt. 4:23-25 Summary of Jesus’ ministry
1. Going throughout all Galilee 
2. Teaching in their synagogues (Jews in Galilee)
3. Proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom
4. Healing every kind of sickness and disease
Demoniacs: What better way for Him to demonstrate that His kingdom is taking over than to drive out of people the possessor, the demons of the other kingdom! He simply SPEAKS!! By the word of His authority, the kingdom of Satan is cast out.
“Kingdom of heaven” is specific to Jews. The other gospels say, “Kingdom of God”.
Matt. 4:17  Key verse of Matthew
What is the Kingdom of heaven?
What does it mean to repent in light of the coming of the Kingdom of heaven?
(Jon Krakauer  “Under the banner of heaven, a story of violent faith”)
We need to understand what this kingdom is because others are defining it.
The Qumran community during Jesus’ time were simply waiting for a battle.
The Rabbi’s defined the “kingdom” as simply obeying the Law of Yahweh.
Zealots: Like the Maccabees: tired of waiting, let’s just go fight and get it done
Act. 5:36-37 Examples of Theudas and Judas of Galilee
Ps. 47:1-2 A great king over all the earth. It’s ALL His. 
There is absolutely NEVER a question of who is going to win, of who is ultimately in charge.
Job 1:8-12 Satan could not touch Job unless God gave him permission.
Matthew says the kingdom is, “At Hand”: Yet to come.
Jesus inaugurated it, but it is not totally consummated.
Matt. 6:10 Pray that God’s will is done on earth as it is in heaven.
(N.T. Wright: “Jesus and the Victory of God”)
The Kingdom: “The reign and rule of God coming to the earth in a literal and tangible manner.”
Implications of this statement:
Matt. 3:2 John’s message of repentance 
Repent: 
Matt. 3:5 Jerusalem is going out to him as he is preaching the message of the Old Testament prophets.
Matt. 3:7 “You brood of vipers, who warned you about the wrath that is to come?” If the Pharisees and Sadducees had followed him, been on his side, he would have won the Jewish people over more easily. 
The kingdom is not just good news; it is like a sword. It separates and divides.
Division: Those who accept Jesus and those who reject Him. No third option.
Matt. 3:10-12 Jesus divides the wheat and chaff
This fire is a fire of judgment. 
Matt. 3:9 God can make stones to be His people.
Matt. 3:8 Fruit of repentance
Those who don’t bear fruit, will be burned with fire. Repentance is what keeps you from being burned in the fire, keeps you from being judged.
Luke 3:10-14 What following Jesus looks like
Tax collectors: Stop stealing
Roman soldiers: Be content with your pay
People: Look at your stuff and share with those who are in need.
It all had to do with our “stuff”. Live life with an open hand.
Luke 3:8 Bear fruit in keeping with repentance 
Matt. 4:12,17 
Matt. 4:18-22 “Follow Me”: Put your feet where My feet are going
Mat. 4:20 Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.
Repentance is not feeling bad about your sin; it’s more of, “Stop going in this direction, turn around, and follow Me.”
Josephus: Jewish historian. He works for the Roman government. He is ordered by his commander to stop a certain Jewish rebellion. He goes out and tells them, “Repent and follow me”. He wants them to stop going their way, and follow him.
There is a literal and tangible kingdom coming to this earth: future.
Repentance: A change of mind that is demonstrated by a change of action and direction.
If you are to be My disciple, you must follow Me. My agenda is what rules my life, what rules my actions. So, I put down my ways, and take up Your ways and walk in them.
The kingdom is at hand. We are living in this period of tension, waiting for it to be consummated. 
Is. 9:2 The Great Light that brought people out of darkness.









