Romans
Part I

Lesson 7

Kay Arthur

Man is without excuse    Man’s ignorance of God is willful

Men without excuse:

1. The heathen who live ungodly lives

Romans 1:18-20 ….they are without excuse

Heathen: anyone who does not acknowledge God as God

2. The religious who live self-righteously 

Romans 2:1 Passes judgment on these heathens

The “you” in verse 1 seems to be the same as the “you” in verse 17 which references the Jews.

“know the Law” – approve of it – but don’t do the Law

End of Romans 1

1. No matter how bad off a man is he can attain salvation – eternal life – by faith. Therefore, there is no man beyond the reach of Christ.

Believe – total committal, not just intellectual assent.

2. Sin is a willful refusal to conform to the truth of God: it is NOT a 

disability, and not an inability. Sin is a choice.

3. Sin’s progression:

It begins with a:  Neglect of God  Romans 1:21-25

                                                   ↓
                            Empty, useless speculation – regarding creation,

                            man, sin, death, heaven and hell, judgment and 

                            lifestyle.

                                                   ↓

                                           False Belief


                                       ↓
                                                     False Living

It all begins with the Light of God!! Light rejected, brings darkness. Light received, brings more light.

4. Wrath of God is God letting man have his own way.
5. Your character is affected by your concept, or lack of concept, about God.

Romans 1:16-17

(Rent the movie Luther!!!)

1. Righteousness is essential: for eternal life – heaven.

Matthew 5:20 Unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Scribes and Pharisees you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.
Heb. 12:14  Pursue after peace with all men and after holiness without which no one will see the Lord.

Righteousness is the character of God being formed in me.

2. Our righteousness is like filthy rags.

Is. 64:6 filthy rags – menstrual cloths. “Menstruation is the tears of a disappointed uterus.” Paul is showing how all are sinners and cannot save themselves.

3. Righteousness comes by faith.

Romans 1:17 ek         pisteos – eis   pistin 
                     out of                   into   faith
Righteousness is always by faith, always by appropriation; never 

attained in and of yourself.

Romans 3:22-23

Romans 4:2-3

When you see that you are lost and there is no way you can help yourself and you turn to Christ, your sin is laid on Christ - imputation-  and His righteousness is bestowed on you.

Romans 10:10

Salvation is available to ALL who will believe. Paul shows this is NOT a new doctrine. It has always been by faith and faith alone.

Romans 1:17 is quoting Habakkuk 2:4

Matt. 5:3
Gal. 3:11 quotes Habakkuk. (Galatians is a mini Romans)
Heb. 10:38-39 quotes Habakkuk…..preserving of the soul – salvation

Romans 1:16-17   Theme of Romans

Romans 1:16-3:20  Why Righteousness is by faith

                                                                     because all have sinned (3:23)

Romans 3:21-31  How Righteousness can be justly given to unrighteous men. It is done by the propitiatory work of Christ.

Romans 4  Paul is going to call his witnesses, Abraham and David, to show that righteousness has always been by faith.
Romans 5 It is a righteousness that totally covers all of man’s sin and it endures because it moves man from being in Adam to in Christ.

Romans 6 – 8 It is a righteousness that sanctifies because of our total identification in Christ’s death and resurrection. 

Romans 9 – 11 It is a righteousness that will transform Jew and Gentile as it is Sovereignly bestowed and individually believed.

Romans 12 – 16 How this righteousness will be lived out day by day in the relationships of life.

Romans 1:18-19 Wrath of God “orge”-  an anger which righteousness must feel. He can’t love good unless He hates evil.

His very righteousness demands His righteous wrath.

The true gospel MUST produce righteousness.

“asebeia” – un godlike 

Romans 1:25 Righteousness is conforming to what God says is right.

Believing the lie changed their character.

You who know Christ: does your life show God’s character? Does your life show Christ?

Unrighteousness = adikia – they are without righteousness
Wrath will be revealed:

1. Now – John 3:36 The wrath of God abides on him – present tense – continues to abide. “He who does not obey the Son” – peitho – a present active verb. An obedience that comes from persuasion, belief/faith.

2. Future – when the Tribulation comes  Revelation 6:16, 14:10
3. Final – Romans 2:5, 10  Revelation 20:11-15
Why God’s wrath? Men are without excuse. The truth of God has been revealed:  1. Internally – within
                 2. Externally – without

Romans 1:19

God has put a God consciousness within man and it is stimulated by what he sees without.

John 1:9 Light enlightens every man

Romans 1:20 Invisible attributes = divine power and deity

                      Clearly seen = kata horao – very clearly seen so that you 

                      cannot miss it.

How is it seen?
Romans 1:20 By things which are made – Creation testifies to the power and existence of God.

No archeologist has ever found a culture that did not “worship”.

Creation declares God’s nature and power through things which have been made.

       Things Made – tois poie masin = poiama. Only used two times in the whole New Testament.  
Romans 1:20  Creation, things made. Creation is a poem written by God that testifies to the fact of God.

He has one other poem: YOU

Ephesians 2:8-10 You are God’s workmanship – poiama – poem of God.

Two revelations of God:

1. Natural – Creation

2. Special – by recreation of man. His workmanship.
God takes creation and let’s men know, inside (conscience) that there’s a God. When they see that they are accountable to someone who is divine, powerful, and they turn to God – “I want to know You” – then God takes His special creation – you and me – and He sends us to those who are seeking Him.

You shall find Me when you seek Me with all your heart.

Acts 1:8 Preach the gospel to ALL

Romans 10:14-17  How will they hear…..

How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news of good things.

God will move heaven and earth to get the gospel to anyone who seeks it.

Are your feet beautiful?

