Romans 
Part I

Lesson 3

We have in our hands, in the book of Romans, the most concise, precise, thorough explanation of the gospel of Christ.

Romans in Perspective of the whole New Testament

Category of New Testament Books
1. Historical Books
2. Epistles – Pauline and General
3. Apocalyptic or Visions (One book-Revelation)
Journey Epistles:
· Galatians

· I & II Thessalonians

· I & II Corinthians

· Romans

Prison Epistles

· Philemon

· Colossians

· Ephesians

· Philippians

First imprisonment is described in Philippians where Paul says it is more needful for him to stay here rather than go home.

2 Timothy, we believe, is his second imprisonment.

Pastoral Epistles

· I Timothy

· Titus

· II Timothy

Paul died by decapitation in Rome.

General Epistles

· Hebrews

· James

· I & II Peter

· I, II & III John

· Jude
Dr. Irving Jensen was the man who inspired Precept Ministries. 
Canon = those books they felt should be included in the Bible.

	Group
	Setting
	Epistle
	Date

AD
	Main Sequence
	General Purpose

	I


	Between

first and second journey
	GALATIANS
	43
	SALVATION
	EVANGELIZING

	Travel

Epistles
	Second Journey
	1 and 2 Thessalonians
	52
	At Present and in the Future
	

	
	Third Journey
	1 and 2 Corinthians
	55
	
	

	
	
	Romans
	56
	
	


Salvation is not just the day that you get saved. There is salvation from the penalty of sin which is one time in your life, the day you got saved. Then there is salvation from the power of sin which is day by day as you walk in the Spirit.
Someday, there will be a salvation from the presence of sin which will be in heaven.

	Group
	Setting
	Epistle
	Date

AD
	Main Sequence
	General Purpose

	II

Prison

Epistles
	First  Roman Imprisonment
	Colossians

Ephesians

Philemon

Philippians
	61
	Christ
and the Christian Life
	EDIFYING   

	III
Pastoral

Epistles
	Release
From

Prison
	1 Timothy
Titus
	62
	Church
and its

Workers
	ESTABLISHING

	
	Second
Roman

Imprisonment
	2 Timothy
	62
	
	PERSONAL
FAREWELL


HISTORICAL SETTING OF ROMANS
The founding of the church at Rome was not done by Peter.

Acts 20:10  Account of Pentecost

Feast of Pentecost: Priest waved 2 loaves of bread before the people. This feast was inaugurated in Leviticus. It prophetically spoke of something to come.

The two loaves represented Jew and Gentile, now one body.

Eph. 2 & 3  Paul was given to the church, to reveal the mystery of Christ which is Jew and Gentile, the church, one body.

Romans is written to both Jew and Gentile believers.

The Law set the Jews apart from the rest of the world. When Christ died, He brought both together. The Feast of Pentecost symbolized this.

Ez. 36:27 I will put my Spirit within you.

John 16:7

Pentecost was the inauguration of the church.

Acts 2:7

Acts 2:4 “tongues” = glossa – languages. Hetero glossa = they are speaking in different languages.

Acts 2:6-9
Acts 2:10 Visitors from Rome were Jews and Proselytes.  A Proselyte was a Gentile that had come over to the Jewish religion; Judaism.

Their home was Rome and they took the gospel back with them from Jerusalem.
Possibly, Aquila and Priscilla were part of the original group of believers; could have been saved before they even met Paul in Corinth.

Romans 16:3-4 Jews had been expelled but the ban was lifted after Claudius died and they went back to Rome.

CHURCH AT ROME CONSISTED OF JEWS AND GENTILES

Paul is going to show how the gospel relates to Jews and Gentiles. It is vital to know this in order to interpret Romans accurately.
There was a Jewish community in Rome as early as the 2nd century B.C. when Pompey (51B.C.) invaded and captured Syria and Judea. He loosed some Jews that were held captive on his ships and they took up residence in Cilicia which is where Tarsus is. Paul came from Tarsus. Other Jews Pompey took back to Rome as slaves (61B.C.). Later many of these slaves were given their freedom.

In 59B.C. Cicero refers to the size of the Jewish community in Rome.

AD19 Jews were expelled from the city by a decree of Emperor Tiberius, but they returned in greater numbers several years later. 

AD41-54 During the rule of Claudius they were expelled also but the Jews returned later (Acts16).
WHERE WAS ROMANS WRITTEN?

When: during Paul’s 3rd missionary journey: around 56 or 58AD

Timotheous and some other men were with him.

Acts 19:21-22  “I must see Rome also”.

He was on his way to Spain (Romans 15)

Timothy and Erastus were with him.

Acts 20:2-4 ….finally arrived in Greece where he stayed 3 months. Corinth and Athens are in Greece. Corinth is where Paul wrote Romans.

Romans 16:21-23 Paul stayed with Gaius (Acts 2:4) in Rome.

Erastus was the city treasurer.

WHAT PROVOKED THE LETTER?

Romans 15:24  Paul wanted the Romans to know he was coming and that he expected them to help him financially when he got there.
You see a Biblical principle: the church is responsible for the furtherance of the Gospel.

Romans 15:25-26 You will get to minister to the saints in Spain. The Corinthians got to minister to the saints in Rome.

AD61  Paul arrives in Rome, but he came as a prisoner.

Romans 16:1-2 He had a way of delivering this letter: Phoebe is going as his mail carrier and they are to receive her.

This letter was so valuable that it was copied and sent out to other churches without the 16th chapter. Why? Because it was so extremely personal to the church at Rome.
Rome’s copy of the letter was treasured and it survived the persecutions.

Clement, the foreign secretary of the Roman church, was well acquainted with it and often quoted it in his letters.

At the beginning of the 2nd century, Paul’s letters circulated as a collection called the “Corpul Paulinium” .

Romans is Paul’s gospel: what he preached and what he lived by. 

What do YOU preach and live by?

THE LOGICAL SETTING:
Opposition to Paul’s gospel was coming from two groups.

Judaizers: A group of Jews who had supposedly believed the gospel of Jesus Christ and believed in Jesus Christ as their savior, BUT, they felt you were saved by grace – maintained by the Law. They would not let go of the Old Testament Law. They thought Paul was a heretic.

Paul has to show the relationship between the gospel and the Law.

“You must keep the Law in order to be saved”.

Gal.1:6-7

Do we have Judaizers today? Yes, we call it legalism. 

Gal.2:16 A man is not justified by the works of the Law, but by faith.

Romans 8:2

Gal. 3:2-3 Begun by the Spirit – saved by the Spirit. Are you perfected by the flesh?

Gal. 5:4-5 Can you fall from grace?

Salvation is by grace, NOT by the Law.

If salvation is by grace, it can’t be by the Law.

If salvation is by the Law, it can’t be by grace.
Romans 4
Why does he have to deal with this in the book of Romans? Because they are not just Gentile believers. The church was comprised of both Jew and Gentile. The council at Jerusalem had already settled this matter.

The Judaizers wanted circumcision added.
Acts 15:1

How does Paul deal with the possible influence of the Judaizers in Rome?

Antinomians:

“You are saved by grace!! Grace! Grace! Grace! There’s so much grace we can sin so that grace may abound.”

Romans 6

“Nominus” was the word for Law. So they were “anti” – against – the Law.

They called themselves the spiritual ones. They thought the outward restrictions of the Law were wrong. They could do anything they wanted. Paul has to deal with this. Does the gospel make me lawless? Can I live any way that I want? NO!!! The gospel does not make a person lawless, but  righteous as he fulfills the Law by walking by the Spirit and not by the flesh.
As you read Romans, you must constantly ask yourself, “Is he dealing here with the Antinomians or the Judaizers?”

He also must address the conflict between the Jews and the Gentiles that have come to know Jesus Christ. It was difficult for the Jews to accept the Gentiles. 

Paul’s gospel produces righteousness not lawlessness.

“You can’t teach once saved always saved!” The question is really, “Can a Christian habitually sin?”

Romans 14  Conflict between the weaker brother and the stronger brother.

Romans 1:16-17 are the key verses in the book.

Key Words: Gospel, righteous, faith, believe, salvation, saved, law, sin, death, flesh, spirit and all.  

All = Jew and Gentile
Romans presents to us the righteousness of God that comes by faith/belief in the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Theme: The Righteousness of God: synonymous with salvation

                                                          synonymous with belief

                                                          synonymous with gospel

The two are inseparable. 

God’s Righteousness:
A. Needed by All: because we are sinners by choice (chap. 1-3)

1. Gentile

2. Jew

3. All have sinned (3:23)

B. Provided by Christ: We are justified by Christ (chap. 3-5)

              Chapter:

                  3. Through redemption

                  4. Through imputation

                  5. Through reconciliation (5:10)

C. Released through the Spirit: We are sanctified by Christ (chap.6-8)

              Chapter:

                  6. Dead to Sin

                  7. Dead to Law

                  8. Live by the Spirit (8:2)

This is all because of our identification in Jesus Christ.

D. Based on Faith: We are elected by God (chap. 9-11)

              Chapter:

                  9. God chooses (9:16)

                10. Man believes

                11. We are grafted in

E. Manifested in Life: We are presented to Him (chap. 12-16)

              Chapter:

                12. Worships’ spiritual service (12:1)

                13. Render what is due

                14. Don’t judge another’s convictions

                15. Accepting one another

                16. Rejecting the false and obeying the gospel (16:25-26)

Outline of Romans:

1 – 3:20     We are Sinners
3:21 – 5:21 Saved

6 – 8           Sanctified

9 – 11         By God’s Sovereignty

12 – 16       For God’s Service

