ROMANS 
PART I

LESSON 2

Paul’s life: Paul, set apart for the gospel of Christ.

Paul’s strategy was always to go where the gospel had not been preached.

I Thess. 1: 6-8 If you want to see the reality of Jesus Christ, look at the church in Thessalonica. 

The Righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith.

Righteousness is a key word in Romans.

I Thess. 1:9-10 Jesus delivers us from the wrath to come.
On Paul’s second missionary journey he wrote I and II Thessalonians.

Paul’s Third Missionary Journey  AD52-AD56

Paul revisits the churches he established on his second journey.

Remember that Claudius had expelled all the Jews from Jerusalem.

AD54 Claudius dies

Nero becomes Emperor of Rome “Rome burned while Nero fiddled”.

Nero will be emperor all the way through the rest of Paul’s life. Nero will have Paul killed around AD67-68.
Nero dies in AD68 so their deaths are almost simultaneous.

I Corinthians 3:10 Paul says, “I laid a foundation as an expert builder, and someone else is building on it.” That someone else was Apollos.
On his third missionary journey Paul wrote I & II Corinthians.

When he went back to Corinth he wrote Romans.

He wrote them because he wanted to visit them on his way to Spain (Romans 15).

He doesn’t know he is going to be arrested when he goes. God reveals that to him later.

Acts 20:17-19 Nothing deters Paul from preaching the gospel.

He was not a man that would allow disappointment in his life because every time, he would see it as His appointment.

Romans 8:28-29
Acts 20:20-23 The Holy Spirit testified to him that bonds and chains awaited him.

You are no longer a slave to sin but a slave to God.

Acts 20:24-27 “I know you will see my face no more.”
Paul was not hung up on one topic; he taught the whole counsel of God.

Ez. 33:1-6 This is where Paul got, “I am not guilty of the blood of men”. Paul shared the gospel with Jew and Gentile alike.

What about us? Can we say that?

No man goes to hell on the strength of one man’s faithfulness or unfaithfulness, but we are accountable to share the gospel.

This is why Paul felt he was a debtor to the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Acts 20:28-31 He was in Ephesus for three years, admonishing, with tears in his eyes, wanting them to receive the gospel.

Romans 9 You see Paul’s heart

Sometimes, people with strong messages are not seen as loving, but their hearts break and you don’t see their tears for the hearers.

Acts 25:6, 10-11 Paul is arrested in Rome. His cousin warns him of a plot to kill him in Rome. (Paul is in Caesarea at the time). Festus is visiting Jerusalem at the time but is on his way to Caesarea where he holds a court to hear Paul’s case.  Paul appeals to Caesar because he is a Roman citizen.

Acts 25:13-16 King Agrippa says he wants to see Paul

Acts 26   Paul gives his testimony

Acts 26:15-17 Paul is commissioned by Christ Himself.
There are no accidents with God.

Acts 26:17-18 Sanctified by faith. Sanctified means to be set apart. It is the

same root word as “holy”.

God takes sinners and makes them saints.
Acts 26:19-20  If there is genuine repentance, deeds will follow. (Evidence of your faith)

Acts 26:21 Paul is delivering Moses and the Prophets and sharing the gospel of Christ. He preached Christ from the Old Testament. 

Acts 26:22 Paul was told he would stand before kings and rulers, but he didn’t know how.

Paul kept company with great men, but he did it through a platform of chains.

Acts 26:24 Festus calls Paul crazy and out of his mind!! 

Acts 26:25-27 Paul says, “I am not crazy, most excellent Festus!!” Paul maintains his composure and continues to give Festus respect and honor.

King Agrippa knew the prophets and believed them.

Acts 26:28-32 “In a short time you will convince me to become a Christian”. Paul was getting through to him.

If Paul had not appealed to Caesar, he probably would have been released.

Acts 27 and on is all about Paul’s missionary journey.

AD61  Paul comes to Rome

Acts 28:14-15 Fellow believers met him and were not ashamed of his chains. What encouragement that was for him.

Acts 28:16-20 “Though I have done nothing wrong….I am wearing this chain for the hope of Israel”. He LOVED the Jews.

Acts 28:21-22 They were called, “Those of the Way” (Acts 19:33) because Jesus said, “I am THE Way, THE Truth and THE Life” John 14:6

Acts 28:23 Paul tried to persuade them from the Law and the Prophets. If you’re going to witness to the Jew you need to know the Old Testament.

The New Testament is anemic apart from the Old Testament.
Paul saw himself as a Jew carrying the truth of the Word to the Jews first, and then to the Gentiles.

Acts 28:24-31  “The heart of this people has become closed…”

Isaiah 6

Paul stayed two full years, teaching the Lord Jesus Christ and wrote Philippians, Colossians, Ephesians and Philemon. Then he is released from prison and writes I Timothy and Titus.

AD64 “Rome burns while Nero fiddles”.

Paul is in prison in Rome and writes II Timothy and is executed.

Remember the words of the great hymn, “Stand up, stand up for Jesus”, for this is Paul’s cry.
