Romans Part I

Lesson 12

Kay Arthur
Romans 3:21-23

To glorify – to give a correct estimate of.
John 1:14

Romans 3:24-25  God displayed Him publicly – the crucifixion

Romans 3:25-26  God is Just and Justifier

How could God forgive the sins of Abraham and David?

Romans 3:25  All sins were put on Christ – past, present and future

2 Cor. 5:21 Jesus was made sin for us.

God was being Just in condemning sin and He was Justifier because he provided His Son to pay/be condemned for sin. Salvation has always been through grace by faith. God’s Justice/Righteousness was not compromised. Now we understand Christ’s agony in the garden.

Heb. 5:7   from = “ek” – out of death. Death, the grave and Hell could not hold Him because He was spotless, the perfect Lamb of God.

Jesus was heard because of His holiness/piety.

First and only time He was separated from the Father and first and only time He would know the awfulness of sin.

Ps. 22

Romans 3:26  Just – dikaion – same root word as righteous

                       Justifier – dikaiounta

Romans 3:27-28 Justified apart from the works of the Law

Romans 3:29-30 All men were created by God.

Gal. 3:6-7  He is quoting Genesis 15:6

Gal. 3:8  All nations will be blessed because of his seed = Christ

Gal. 3:16  Seed = Christ

Gal. 3:9  Abraham believed

Romans 3:29-31   Circumcised = Jews   Uncircumcised = Gentiles   ALL by faith

John 1

Law says: “You don’t obey me – cursed”

Jesus became that curse for me
Gal. 3:10-14

When the Holy Spirit comes IN you, He convicts the world of sin.

Romans 3:31

Romans 8:3-4

Romans 4

Background:    Paul has established his case:
1. ALL have sinned – Jew and Gentile  Romans 1-3:20

2. The LAW could not save us – it revealed sin

3. Righteousness is bestowed on those who believe in Jesus Christ

4. Justification is a free gift and comes through redemption as God is propitiated (satisfied) by the blood of Jesus Christ

5. The cross demonstrates God’s righteousness when He justly deals with the sin of man

Justification is by faith.
Paul is going to call his witnesses to the stand: Abraham and David; two men the Jews admire the most.

Romans 4   Abraham is his chief witness
Faith is reckoned (imputed) as righteousness:
1. Apart from works  (4:1-8)

2. Apart from circumcision (4:9-12)

3. Apart from the Law (4:13-17)

4. By taking God at His word: faith (4:17-25) because he is fully assured that what God promises He is able to perform. (4:21)

Romans 4:1-3  What does the Scripture say? This is your plumb line.

Reckoned – logizomai = to take into account. To put to a person’s account.

Romans 4:4 Abraham did not earn his righteousness like a wage. 

Romans 4:5 Faith is not a substitute for righteousness, because righteousness is involved in faith. Faith is the germ/seed of righteousness of the life in God.

There is no true faith without righteousness, it must produce holiness.

God accepts the germ/faith, not in the place of the fruit which is righteousness, but as containing the fruit. When you plant faith it always produces righteousness. Therefore, where there is true faith there is righteousness and the righteousness is from faith to faith.

Hebrews 12  

James: How can I tell you believe? By your works. A man is never justified by his works of righteousness, only by faith, but his faith will produce works.

Faith, when I believe, makes me a partaker of the life and righteousness of God. 
Believe: I get the Holy Spirit of promise; the life of the Holy Spirit in me.

Ezekiel 36

Romans 4:6  David is now called to the stand.

What were David’s works? Adultery and murder (Ps. 32:1-2)

Ps. 32   A psalm that deals with sin, penance, confession and forgiveness
It was written after Bathsheba and Uriah.

Romans 4:7-8

I John 3  We will sin, but not as a habit of life.

Romans 4:9-10  Circumcision came at least 14 years later

Romans 4:10-11 Circumcision is a seal of the righteousness of faith

Romans 4:11-12

Sometime between the age of 75 and 86 Abraham believed God

Circumcision came 13-14 years later when he was 99.

Genesis 15    Abraham believed

Genesis 17    The right of circumcision was given as a seal

Circumcision is a seal, it is not the document/covenant itself.

The seal is nothing apart from the document (salvation by faith apart from works)

We tear that seal that we call baptism from the document of faith, just like the Jews did with circumcision, but IT does not save us.

Romans 4:13-15  

Romans 4:16  Salvation has always been by grace through faith.

Gal.3:29 This doesn’t mean I am a Jew, but I am of the seed/offspring of Abraham.

Romans 4:17  Life to the dead – calls into being that which does not exist.

Abraham acknowledged, almost welcomed, the barrenness of Sarah and the deadness of his body.

God’s promise was given to him at age 75 and Sarah at age 65; it was fulfilled when he was 99 or 100 and Sarah was 89.

Abraham was impotent. Sarah was barren, no more eggs.

As #4 says, by taking Him at His word Abraham’s:

1. Faith began  Romans 4:17-18

2. Faith was tested  Romans 4:19

3. Faith was strengthened  Romans 4:20

4. Faith was perfected  Romans 4:21

5. Faith was rewarded  Romans 4:22

6. Faith was witnessed  Romans 4:23-25
Romans 4:18 & 10:17 His faith has its beginning
Romans 4:19  His faith was tested as you see its impossibility

Abraham knows his body is “dead”. “BUT GOD.” Faith is not faith until it is tested.
Romans 4:20 When your faith is tested you hang on to God’s promise, for it never fails.
Romans 4:21-22  Faith perfected

Romans 4:22 Faith is reckoned as righteousness and we are rewarded.

Romans 4:23-25  Faith is witnessed

The strength of faith lies NOT in the one believing, but on the One believed.

