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Romans 3 is a “diatribe” – a discourse, discussion, a critical dissertation of the gospel where Paul lays down the tenants of the gospel and then anticipates the questions, objections and even the false conclusions of his listeners.

Romans 1 – 2 All, Jews and Gentiles, are sinners, all without excuse.

Romans 3  If the Jew is without excuse, what is his advantage?

Romans 3:1

Romans 3:2 Great advantages. They were entrusted with the Oracles of God.

“Oracles of God” – special disclosures that dealt with the Messianic Promises in the Old Testament.

Romans 3:3 First of Paul’s rhetorical questions

Mē – implies a “no” answer to a question

Ou – implies a “yes” answer to a question

He will strengthen that answer with a “God forbid” or “May it never be”. 

Romans 3:3-4 Would the Messianic promises be nullified because the Jews rejected Jesus?

God forbid!! (expounded in chapters 9 – 11)

II Tim. 2:13  If we are faithless, He will remain faithful, for He cannot disown Himself.
The promises of God are yea and amen, no matter what you do. Our behavior or unbelief never alters the character or Word of God. 

Romans 11:28-29 The gifts and calling of God are irrevocable.

Romans 3:4    Psalm 51 is quoted. Paul points to God’s faithfulness.

Ps. 51  Context: This was written AFTER Bathsheba, AFTER the murder of Uriah. God is faithful in judging David’s sin, but He is not nullifying His promises to David.

I John 1:9
Phil. 3:14 …I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

God’s present judgment of Israel does not nullify His promise to Israel. 

Romans 3:5 Paul anticipates an objectors’ false conclusion. 

Can God ever be unrighteous?

Romans 3:6 mē – God forbid

Romans 3:7-8 More false conclusions: “When I do evil, my horrible sin, shows the great righteousness of God. Therefore, let’s do evil that good might come.”
Romans 5 – 6 Grace does much more abound.

Antinomian philosophy = Grace allows a licentious lifestyle – a life with no restraints.

Grace – God’s righteousness imparted to man, so I must live a righteous life.

Romans 3:9-18 Jews and Gentiles are the same - sinners  

Romans 3:9      Jews and Gentiles are all under sin
Romans 3:10-18 Paul “strings pearls” - truths strung together which show the unrighteousness of man.

Romans 3: 10-12 “Not even one” – emphatic, all inclusive

How do we come to know God? God’s calling by the Holy Spirit.
Romans 3:13-18 No fear of God before their eyes – that is a missing element in Christendom today. Fear of God is the beginning of wisdom.

Love and fear go together. I bow in reverential trust.

Romans 3:19 The whole world is lawless whether they know the Law or not.

Romans 3:20 Keeping the Law did not make them righteous

Hab. 2:4

Gen. 15

Justified – Declared Righteous

The Talmud and the Mishnah were added to the Torah.

Matt. 15:6 “Full well do you reject the commandments of God in order to keep the traditions of men”.
James 2:10   Break the Law in one part, break it all

Gal. 3:10-13 The Law is on the basis of obedience, not faith

Gal. 3:13

The Law:

1. Gives us a knowledge of sin  Romans 3:20
2. Defines transgression    Gal. 3:19-22
3. Tutor to lead us to Christ  Gal.3:24-26 

4. Was made for the Lawless  I Tim. 1:8-11

The Law exposes my sin and shows me my need for a Savior. Gal. 3:24-26

Romans 3:20-21
Now – numi – intensive word that shows us time.

Now – in history

Romans 3:21 NOW a righteousness of God has been manifested.

Romans 3:22-24

Justified = declared righteous – forensic legal term. It is used in courtrooms.

Imputed – Put to your account

Justification remits man’s sin and accounts him as righteous through faith in Christ’s blood. 

Romans 3:21-24 Justified as a gift

“as a gift” – dorean – without a cause. There is nothing in man that would cause God to justify him. God never deals with you on the basis of your personal merit. 

Romans 3:24  Redemption in Christ Jesus means He delivered you from your sin and its condemnation, by His blood. 

Matt. 5  Poverty of man’s spirit

All are under sin. The Law exposes sin so that a man seeing his sin, seeing his total impotence, his total poverty of spirit to help himself, will come to God and believe in the blood of Jesus Christ and accept that blood of Jesus Christ as the payment, the propitiation, as the satisfactory payment for our sins. And when we do that God will declare us justified. 

You are free to go out and live a righteous life. 

Justified through the redemption of Jesus Christ

He is our propiation.

