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Paul, a called apostle: privately taught by the Lord for 3 years.

Paul, a bond-servant of Christ.
Doulos – slave

Set apart for the gospel of God not just for the Jews but also the Gentiles.

“Gospel” is a key word.

Paul considered himself a slave, not a free man.

POLITICAL SETTING:

Roman rule, as prophesied by Daniel.
Unification of the Mediterranean world. Anything done in Rome would have had far reaching effects.

Daniel 4:34-35

God had prepared the world for the gospel.

Paul was God’s instrument of communication of the gospel.

Safe and easy communication possible because of Rome.

Universal language – Koine Greek, common language.

In between Malachi and the beginning of the New Testament(inter-testament time)  the Jews had translated the Bible (Old Testament) into the Septuagint or LXX or Koine Greek.

God had prepared the world and a language.

Koine Greek was the most succinct, accurate language prepared by man.

Alexander the Great created this language.
Universal peace – the Pax Romana

POLITICAL SETTING OF THE JEWS: 

Under the yoke of Rome.
Rome was represented by the iron thighs of Daniel’s statue.
They were not looking for a suffering savior but a reigning king.

Is. 53

Ps. 22

Acts 1:8

Sanhedrin: Jewish ruling authorities

Rome allowed a body of 70 men to rule over the Jews = Sanhedrin.

Sadducees had more influence with the Romans.

MORAL SETTING:
Tiberius “No day passed without someone being murdered”.

It was the age of unparalleled luxury: hot and cold water ran from silver faucets.

Caligula sprinkled the floor of the arena with gold dust instead of saw dust.

“Crime became the only antidote to boredom”

God gave them over:

    To impurity

    To homosexuality

    To a reprobate mind

“A coward is a person that is apathetic”

Romans 5:8

Will you be set apart unto God?

Galatians 3:16 says “Seed” which is Jesus Christ
“To corrupt and be corrupt is the spirit of the time.” (Tacitus)

Generally strict standards

Sadducees sponsored moral compromise

INTELLECTUAL SETTING:
Greek and Roman culture highly developed

Romans were known for government – Law

Education played a prominent part of the Jewish life

Romans has more direct Old Testament quotes than any other book in the New Testament.

RELIGIOUS SETTING:
Heathen idolatry

Mystic, philosophic religions
Spiritual vacuum – great void

Jews were intensely religious

Pharisees – rigid legalists, self-righteous, middle class

Sadducees – free thinkers, worldly, upper class

Essenes – mystic priests, ascetics, meticulously copied the Scriptures and hid them

Synagogues and rabbis: a thriving institution of worship which arose after the exile

A believing remnant: there were some who looked and prayed for the advent of the Messiah (Luke 2:21-35)

CHRONOLOGICAL HIGHLIGHTS OF PAUL’S LIFE:
Born around the time Jesus was born

Conversion of Paul: about AD33        Acts 9

Tiberius dies

Caligula becomes Caesar

First Missionary Journey:
AD47-48
Caligula dies AD41

Claudius becomes emperor over Rome

Galatians was possibly written here

Apostolic council at Jerusalem AD49

This council is where they decided how they were going to deal with Gentile believers

Romans 14 & 15 mentions “weak brothers” and “strong brothers”

Weak = those who have come out of Judaism

Strong = Gentile believers

Second Missionary Journey:
AD49-52
Paul works the Aegean Sea

He never went to Rome to establish the church of Jesus Christ

Paul writes 1 and 2 Thessalonians where he teaches them of the coming of Jesus Christ.

Claudius, who is now emperor, expels the Jews from Rome AD52

Priscilla and Aquila were two of those Jews   Acts 18:1-2

The way to handle disappointment is to change the “d” to an “h”

HIS appointment

Romans 8:28-29

God put Priscilla and Aquila in Corinth where they were tentmakers, like Paul. His sovereignty brought them together.

As you read, see it in its historical, religious, moral and political setting.
