Ecclesiastes
Lesson 1
David Arthur


Author: Solomon
I Kings 10:1-9 Solomon passed the test with all of the Queen of Sheba’s questions
I Kings 10:10 
120 talents x 70 pounds per talent =9,000 pounds of gold
I Kings 10:14 666 talents of gold = Almost 800 million dollars in response to his wisdom.
2 Sam. 7:12-13 Promise from God to David that Solomon would build the Temple
2 Sam. 7:14-16 Promise from God to David that he would have someone on the throne, from his family line, forever.
This leads, eventually, to Jesus Messiah! Who reigns forever.
Solomon is part of that fulfillment of God’s promise, which is why God does not take the kingdom completely away from Solomon.
Ecclesiastes seems like Solomon is writing this book later in his life.
2 Sam. 7:14 I will be a father to him and he will be a son to me; WHEN he commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of men and the strokes of the sons of men.
Eccl. 1:1 
Eccl. 12:8 
Inclusio: “This is a statement, but everything in between those two statements is how that is defined.”
Eccl. 12:9-12 Who is talking and to whom?
Eccl. 1:1-11 “The Preacher”: Could be a second person, not Solomon
“Qoheleth” the Teacher
Eccl. 12:8 Goes back to: “The Preacher” says
Eccl. 2:17 Solomon is honest and calls it like it is. He has hated life
Eccl. 2:26 He has enjoyed life!
“Vanity”: hebel – meaningless, vanity, absurd, a vapor, smoke
Context determines the meaning of the word.
Smoke is very real, but you can’t get your hand around it. It is something that is illusive, can’t quite comprehend. It is mysterious and incomprehensible. 
Solomon’s understanding: It’s all vanity
Eccl. 1:3-4 What advantage does man have in all his work which he does under the sun?  (answer) A generation goes and a generation comes, but the earth remains forever. 
Eccl. 1:5-6 Solomon looks at nature
Eccl. 1:7 Solomon looks at streams and the sea. The sea is NEVER going to fill up!
Eccl. 1:8 Solomon goes to reality
What we see and hear, what we place in our vision and our scope will not bring meaning.
Eccl. 1:9 That which has been is that which will be and that which has been done is that which will be done. So there is nothing new under the sun.
Eccl. 1:13 I set my mind…
Eccl. 1:17 I set my mind…
Eccl. 1:18 In much wisdom there is much vexation (grief) and increasing knowledge results in increasing pain. 
Eccl. 2:1, 2
Laughter, pleasure…what use is it? 
Eccl. 2:3 
Eccl. 2:4-8 “for myself”
Solomon goes through the list of the things that WE think will make us happy
Eccl. 2:10-11 Behold, all was vanity and a striving after wind and there was no profit under the sun.
What is that one thing I am longing for?
Contentment does not come through gain or circumstance.
Eccl. 2:10 Solomon got rid of any limitations, but it was like chasing after the wind.
How do I apply this to my life?
Pray through your “longing” list. Ask God about them and what He thinks about them.
Gain versus gift:
Gain/advantage = yithrown: what comes of, or what is the result. (1:3)
Eccl. 2:11 Nothing to be gained under the sun
Gift: If it’s all going away like smoke in the wind, it matters how we use it. Enjoy it.
Eccl. 2:24 There is nothing better for a man than to eat and drink and tell himself that his labor is good. This also I have seen that it is from the hand of God.
Eating and drinking; enjoyment is a gift from God.
Eccl. 2:25 Look at life, this short gift of life, you CAN find contentment.
Eccl. 2:24 “Find enjoyment in toil” in Hebrew means make his soul see good.
I Cor. 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.
Stop focusing on life under the sun and focus above the sun. The One above the sun.
Luke 11:31 Something greater than Solomon is here.
Matt. 16:24-26 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his soul?
God knows exactly what we need for contentment.
Faith above the sun, not our circumstances will bring us contentment.








