Ecclesiastes
Lesson 4
David Arthur

Who is this book for? The church of Jesus Christ.
Rom. 15:4 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
2 Tim. 3:16-17 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work. 
It is also a book for unbelievers and sceptics. This book is straight up: Solomon tells it like it is.
How does The Preacher finish out this book?
Eccl. 12:13 The end of the matter: this is the bottom line, this is my conclusion.
All has been heard: Fear God and keep His commandments. For this is the whole duty of man. (ESV) 
Fear, in our culture, is assumed as a negative.
Our culture is trying to move God down to our level.
Romans 1-3, Paul makes the case that we have ALL sinned.
Rom. 1:18 The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. (Man is depraved.)
Rom. 3:18 There is no fear of God before their eyes.
Sin takes you into a posture of having no fear of God.
“Fear is an orienting awareness.’’ Lack of fear of God is spiritual vertigo. 
The world will tell you that fear will keep you bound and held down.
Fear IS knowing, realizing, where you fit in the big scheme of things.
Frail, dependent, finite.
Ps. 130:3-4 If You, Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But there is forgiveness with You, that You may be feared. 
You are loved and forgiven by a great, great God.
Fear: the combination of dread and awe, veneration. Respect comes when you realize the greatness of the object that you fear.
1. Life is short and it’s filled with mountains and valleys.
2. God is in control of everything
Some describe Solomon as a pessimist. But he is not. He is a faithful realist.
He says there is joy to be had in this life. He has achieved it all. You will never meet anyone like him.
He applied his heart to understand life.
He tried everything from pleasure, to riches to wisdom and it is not found in those things.

His theme: Life is vanity – hebel: meaninglessness, absurd, vapor, smoke. It is transient, not going to stay. You can’t get ahold of it. It’s real but we can’t control it.
There is no meaning in trying to add to life.
Eccl. 1:3 What advantage does man have in all his work which he does under the sun?
Eccl. 1:12-13 
Eccl. 1:14-15 
Eccl. 1:16-18
Eccl. 2:9-11  Nothing to be gained under the sun.
Eccl. 2:24 Eating, drinking, and finding enjoyment in our toil is a gift of God.
Eccl. 2:25-26 
Look at the contrast of “gain” and “giving/given” throughout the book.
Eccl. 3:12-13 
Eccl. 5:1-2 Better to listen to God. Let your words be few. Stop talking and begin intentionally listening to God.
Eccl. 5:18 Enjoy what God has given you
Eccl. 5:19 Use the power God has given you to enjoy life
Eccl. 6:2
Eccl. 7:5 Listen to what is better from the one who knows best
Eccl. 7:25 I directed my mind/heart.  I have found that God cannot be figured out.
Eccl. 8:16-17 You can’t figure it out!!! What a relief.
God is sovereign and He HAS it all figured it out.
Deut. 29:29 The secret things belong to the Lord. 
Eccl. 8:15 Solomon commends taking joy TODAY!! Don’t wait for happiness!
Live life today. God has given today to you!
Eccl. 9:7 Go, eat your bread in happiness and drink your wine with a cheerful heart; for God has already approved your works.
God shaped you, formed you in your mother’s womb: God is not guessing what you are going to do next. 
If we are in Christ, we are approved by God and there is nothing we can add to it to make it better.
Eccl. 9:9 Enjoy life with the woman (spouse) whom you love all the days of your fleeting life.
Eccl. 9:13-18; 10:1-4, 10, 12 Embrace wisdom, not foolishness
Eccl. 11:2, 5,6 You do not know.
Conclusion: 
1. Rejoice
2. Remember
3. Realize
4. Respect
Rejoice:
Eccl. 11:9 Judgment has two sides to it: consequences and rewards. Accountability.
In your youth: Don’t waste it! 
Remember: Your Creator in the days of your youth. 
Realize: That life has an ending, but your spirit lives on.
Eccl. 12:7 Your spirit returns to God who gave it. Life is NOT just under the sun.
Respect: The God of wisdom and live life to the fullest under the sun.
Eccl. 12:9-14
Eccl. 12:10 
The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom and knowledge, Prov. 1:7; 9:10. But it’s not just the beginning, it’s also the end. In fact, it is the essence of our entire existence.
Ps. 103:10-18
If you have the fear of God, you have no other fears: He is in control, there are no surprises.
Life is hard, short, and confusing.  Jesus says,
Matt. 11:28-30 My yoke is easy, and My burden is light
What joy can there be found in my toil? Jesus says,
John 10:10 I came that they may have life and have it abundantly
John 15:11 These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.
What can I do about my imminent death? Jesus says,
John 11:25 I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me, will live even if he dies. 
Isn’t even wisdom vulnerable to sin? Paul says about Jesus,
I Cor. 1:30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption.
Life lived under the sun is best lived IN the Son.
Conclusion:
Life matters even though it’s brief. It’s important how we spend our time under the sun.
Don’t put off living today while waiting for tomorrow. 
Anyone who waits for happiness will NEVER be happy.
Treat life as a gift from God to be thoroughly enjoyed not as something to be gained or acquired or accomplished. Remember, it’s smoke or vapor. We cannot hold on to it or control it. Instead, use the power from God to enjoy the life He has given you under the sun.
True contentment, true satisfaction and joy in this brief life under the sun, is found in living IN the Son.
“The two best days in a person’s life are the day he was born and the day he finds out why.” Mark Twain.

Know God deeply.
Live life differently.  
Happiness and joy come from God and God alone.

