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If we can determine Solomon’s purpose, let’s make sure everything else falls into line WITH that purpose.
Eccl. 1:12-17 I applied my heart, I set my mind.
Solomon put everything he had into figuring out what life is all about.
Hebel: vapor, smoke, meaningless.
Life is NOT worthless, or something to be discarded.
But we can have joy in this life.
Purpose? 1:13, 17 – 7:25; 8:9,16   To know and understand this thing called life by applying his mind.
Eccl. 7:25 He is turning his heart, directing it, and focusing it.
Eccl. 8:9 
Eccl. 8:16-17
Is life not worth pursuing? NO!
Options to really know life:
1. To figure it out.   –“ Matsah”  find or locate; comprehending.  Which is a really bad idea because we cannot figure it out.
Eccl. 7:23-24 It is exceedingly mysterious. It is far from you.
Eccl. 7:25-29 God made men upright, but they have sought out many devices.
Mankind has messed it up; you can’t figure it out!
Gen. 3:1 Satan is challenging what God has declared to be true.
Gen. 3:2-5 Satan is saying, “There is something better and God is withholding it from you.
Eccl. 8:16-17 Man cannot discover it
Solomon worked tirelessly to find it out and had endless funds, but he could never figure it out.
“Let the main things be the plain things and the plain things be the main things”
2. Fear and trust God – yireh – God will see to it; God will provide
Eccl. 7: 3 God knows best
Eccl. 6:12 Who knows what’s good for a man? Who can tell man what will be after him under the sun?   Only God.
Fear Him because He is “fearworthy”.
1. He knows what is best. You have to be studying His word to find meaning in your life.
As soon as you understand that life is not what you make it but what God gives, you’re going to discover happiness.
Eccl. 8:10 -13 When you look at the evil and the righteous, sometimes you can’t tell who is getting the benefit. It WILL be good for those who fear God. That’s called faith.
Ps. 73:1-3 Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart! But as for me, my feet came close to stumbling, my steps had almost slipped. For I was envious of the arrogant as I saw the prosperity of the wicked.
Ps. 73:16-28 
When he entered the Temple of God, he began to see it from God’s view.
Ps. 16:11 You will make known to me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; in Your right hand there are pleasures forever.
Eccl. 8:15 So I commended pleasure, for there is nothing good for a man under the sun except to eat and to drink and to be merry, and this will stand by him in his toils throughout the days of his life which God has given him under the sun. 
NOT like eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow we die. BECAUSE “God has given” is added.
Life is something we receive from God, not something that we demand or build for ourselves
I’ve reached the top, had it all, and it’s not found up there.
Receive the life that God has given to you and enjoy it!
John 15:9-11 There is no joy, no satisfaction when you are off the vine. You have received the same kind of love that Jesus had from the Father.
God wants us, today, to experience joy!!
So, do you believe this is true?
How do you know? There are indicators in your life that show whether you believe it or not.

