Ecclesiastes
Lesson 2
David Arthur

Eccl. 1:1     Theme: Vanity: Life is vanity
Eccl. 12:12-14 Fear God; Keep His commandments
Eccl. 2:24-26  Everything we have is a gift from God and we are to use, enjoy and find pleasure in it.
FOMO: Fear of Missing Out  The biggest driver is social media
“There must be something being withheld from me.”
Solution: FOG:  Fear of God
List on God
Eccl. 3:1-8 For everything there is a season….
1. Everything that happens is in His sovereign hand; even death, weeping, losing, etc. It is a mystery.
If even the bad times are in His hand, then I have nothing to worry about.
Job 42:2 “I know that You can do all things, and that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted.”   Great lesson to be learned in trials
Job. 3:1-8 
Only 3 people Satan went after: Job, Jesus and Peter
Gen. 18:14  Is anything too difficult for the Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you, at this time next year, and,Sarah will have a son.”
Luke 18:22, 27 “One thing you still lack; sell all that you possess and distribute it to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” “The things that are impossible with people are possible with God.”    
Nothing gets through God’s sovereignty
Joy does NOT come through your circumstances.
2. It is a mystery
Romans 9   Sovereignty of God
Rom 9:6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel.
Rom. 9:11, 15-16 For though the twins were not yet born and had not done anything good or bad, so that God’s purpose according to His choice would stand, not because of works but because of Him who calls….For He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy.
God is sovereign over your salvation! This is a mystery and does not fit into our logic.
Deut. 29:29 The secret things belong to the Lord.
There are some things we will not know and understand.
Even though we are made in His image, we live in mystery.
We are responsible. We have wills. He is sovereign.
Eccl. 3:11 That mystery is put within us. We have a longing that can only be filled in eternity.
Eccl. 3:21 Who knows that the breath of man ascends upward and the breath of the beast descends downward to the earth?
Eccl. 11:5-6 Just as you do not know the path of the wind and how bones are formed in the womb of the pregnant woman, so you do not know the activity of God who makes all things. Sow your seed in the morning and do not be idle in the evening, for you do not know whether morning or evening sowing will succeed, or whether both of them alike will be good.
Eccl. 12:7 Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to God who gave it.
3. Everything that He sets in place stays that way
Eccl. 3:14  Why has God put things in place that you can’t add to and you can’t take from? So that people Fear God.
Jam. 1:17 Every good thing and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.
God doesn’t learn anything. He is self-sufficient, omniscient. 
4. God is the ultimate judge
Eccl. 3:16-18 God will judge the righteous and the wicked
If God is the judge, why are you worrying? Why are you afraid? If you are fearing Him, there is no need to worry.
God is:
Sovereign
We must submit
He is stable 
There is safety in Him
So, How should we live???

Better:
Eccl. 4:9-12  Two are better than one 
It’s better to stick together: we need each other. Christianity is not an individual lifestyle. 
Eccl. 3:12 It is better to do good.
Eccl. 3:22 It is better to rejoice in your work 
Eccl. 2:24-25
Eccl. 4:3-4 Work is not to be done by climbing over someone else’s shoulders
Eccl. 5:18-19 
Work is to be done with the power to actually enjoy and rejoice in your toil.
Eccl. 4:13-14 It is better to take advice. Don’t be like this foolish king.
I Kings 11:9-10 Now the Lord was angry with Solomon because his heart was turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice, and had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods; but he did not observe what the Lord had commanded. 
1. Know what’s better and stick with it
2. We should watch our mouth
Eccl. 5:1 Guard your steps, listen, and learn. Listen before you speak.
Eccl. 5:4-8 Pay what you vow. Stick to your word.
3. Watch how you use your money
Eccl. 5:10-20 There is NO satisfaction in gaining wealth
Money brings burden, stress, and worry.
If you’re gaining wealth for satisfaction, it will not satisfy.
Eccl. 5:15 You take nothing with you when you leave this earth
Eccl. 5:19 Money is a gift, not something that you gain. It is a gift from God.
Cure for FOMO?
Eccl. 3:14  Fear of God
Eccl. 5:7 Fear of God does not cause emptiness
End of the book: Fear God and obey Him
Eccl. 2:24-25 parallels with Eccl. 3:12-13,22; 5:18-20
Eccl. 5:18-19 
Conclusion: Enjoy life to the fullest. It is a gift of God, knowing He has placed you in this time and this place and these circumstances. Don’t try to change those to find joy, instead, enjoy it as a gift.
Let us enjoy life under the sun.











