Luke Part 1
Lesson 11
Kay Arthur

Finding Lost Things
What prompts these parables? It is something that is lost, and then is found, and finding it brought great joy.
A sheep, a coin, and a son.
That joy was shared with others.
Luke 15:7 
Zacharias, Simeon, Anna are all righteous.
But there is one out there that has to change his mind and relationship with God and there is joy in heaven when he does.
Luke 15:10 
Luke 15:31-32 ONE brother, one coin, one sheep. It’s the one that matters to God.
Problem: The scribes and Pharisees didn’t understand the Father heart of God.
The son is a picture of the scribes and Pharisees. The point was to try and make the Pharisees see THEIR heart.
God had lost what He created. He created man in His own image.
Rom. 8:22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.
Luke 19:10 “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal live.”
John 3:17-18 For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him. He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 
John 3:19 This is the judgment that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.
John 3:20 For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.
John 3:21 But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God. 
John 3:36 He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not OBEY the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him. 
Wrath – present tense – is and will continue to abide on him until the Lake of Fire.
2 Cor. 5:14-15 For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf.
2 Cor. 5:16 Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no longer. 
We no longer think of Christ as a baby, or on the cross, we think about Him in His new man that has risen from the dead.
2 Cor. 5:17-18 
Ministry of Reconciliation: there is one out there that needs to be reconciled to Jesus! Not to go to the people in the church, though there are many in the church that are lost, but we are sent out as ambassadors of Christ to the world.
2 Cor. 5:20-21 …we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
The scribes and Pharisees are the second brother in this parable.
2 Pet. 3:7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 
Ungodly men don’t want reconciliation with the Father, they don’t want to become like God. They are content with themselves.
2 Pet. 3:8-9 The Lord is patient, wanting you to come to repentance.
What is the message of Jesus?  Repent!!! So you can have your sins forgiven.
The scribes and Pharisees didn’t correctly understand sin or God. They were content with their religion and distorted belief.
Rom. 9:30-31 What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, attained righteousness, even the righteousness which is by faith; but Israel, pursuing a law of righteousness, did not arrive at that law.
Rom. 9:32-33 
Rom. 10:1-4 For Christ is the end of the law (the goal of the Law) for righteousness to everyone who believes.
Luke 5:20-21 “Who is this man who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone?”
Prov. 30:4 
Is. 7:15; 9:6
Luke 5:22-24 
Luke 5:30-32 I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance. THIS is the heart of God.
You never see the Pharisees rejoicing and celebrating over the miracles that Jesus does, setting people free.
Luke 7:48-49 
Luke 15:13; 16:1 squander: diaskorpizo – it’s a dissolute life style
The purpose of this parable was to show the scribes and Pharisees, the religious leaders, their heart. They are not rejoicing.
Luke 15:14 Taking care of pigs is the lowest, for a Jew.
Luke 15:16-20 When he came to his senses…
“I have sinned against heaven and in your sight….” THAT’S repentance
Do we “rescue” the prodigal too soon? Before they come to their senses?
The father takes off running!!
Luke 15:29-30 The Pharisees are like the son…
This prodigal son’s calamity was of his own making. Sin is owned by the sinner and we can’t place the blame any place else.
Ps. 119:67 Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep Your word.
Ps. 119:71 It is good for me that I was afflicted, that I may learn Your statutes.
Rom. 6:23
Luke 6:20 Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.
Luke 1:76-77 Forgiveness of sin comes with the knowledge of salvation
Luke 1:78-79
Luke 7:29-30 The scribes and Pharisees willfully rejected God’s purpose for them
Luke 16:13-15 They refused to esteem that Jesus came to save the lost.
Luke 16:19-21 Contrast of the rich man and Lazarus.
The rich man despised Lazarus. He could have helped him, bandaging him, and fed him. But he let the dogs lick his wounds.
Then he died: death settles it. IT’S TOO LATE
Luke 16:22-25, 28 Hades: being in torment, agony, flames. ETERNAL
He is in torment because he did not receive the forgiveness of sin. He loved his wealth instead of God.
Luke 9:23 “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.”   I must be all.
You follow Me now. Why? Because there is a tomorrow and what you do today impacts tomorrow.
Luke 16:26 
“Here lies an atheist all dressed up with no place to go.” 
C.S. Lewis “I bet he wishes that were so.”
Why do people go there? 
Luke 16:31  “If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets they will not be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.”
Is. 66:24 All mankind will go forth and look on the corpses of the men who have transgressed against Me. For their worm will not die and their fire will not be quenched; and they will be an abhorrence to all mankind. 

