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Religion vs Relationship
Luke 11:1-2 
1. When Jesus Christ came, He offered redemption rather than a religion
A relationship liberates. A religion conforms but does not transform. It takes care of the outside, but not the inside.
Luke 1:8-69, 71, 74-75, 77-79 
Redemption means to buy out of the market and to set free.
A religion leaves you the same. A relationship liberates you from the hand of your enemies and gives you holiness and righteousness so you can serve Him all the days of your life.
	 It is a relationship that brings conflict and enemies.
Luke 1:74  
Is. 59:14-15
2. A relationship is for all people. It is not limited to a certain group.
Luke 2:30-32
Matt. 28:19 We are to preach the gospel to all the nations
3. Religion points back to an identity. Relationship brings a desire to do what it’s supposed to do.
Luke 3:8, 10-14
Look at how you handle your money and possessions. Examine yourself.
Luke 4:22-23, 28-29 Their religious response
Luke 5:17-22, 24 
On the Day of Atonement you could get your sins “covered”. Jesus said, “Your sins are forgiven.”
4. Religion protects itself from sinners. Relationship invites them in for healing.
Luke 5:30-31 
5. Religion adds things. Syncretism.  It gets away from faith.
Luke 5:36-38 
6. Religion is locked into tradition that cannot be broken.
Luke 6:7, 9-11 The beginning of the plot against Jesus
Mark 7:8 Neglecting the commandment of God, you hold to the tradition of men.
7. Relationship is one of dependence. 
Luke 6:12, 20-36
8. A relationship separates you from this generation because it doesn’t go with the flow of the culture.
Luke 7:31-34 
9. Religion rejects sinners. It is occupied with the outside versus the inside.
Luke 7:39 
10. In a relationship you are saved by faith in the One you have a relationship with, NOT your works.
Luke 7:50 
11. Religion toys with the Word. Relationship embraces the Word.
Luke 8:4-15 Parable of the Sower.
Luke 8:20-21 
Luke 11:27-28 
12. A relationship is listening to God, what He says and is set on doing it. In a religion you’re made well by works. In a relationship you are made well by faith.
Luke 8:48, 50
13. In a relationship it is letting go of your life and follow me now. In a religion you’ve got to have that life, structure, routine. You count on your faithfulness to works. 
Luke 9:23, 57-72 
14. A relationship takes you outside your world into His. 
Luke 10:25-37 The Good Samaritan 
15. A relationship with God keeps you centered, focused on the one thing that’s needful. It keeps you from distracting works. 
Luke 10:40-42
16. A relationship is not about rote, remote prayers but dependence through communication & commitment. 
Luke 11:1-13 “Abba”, Father
Mal. 1: 11,14 
Luke 11:2 I want YOUR will to be done, Your rule in my life.
If there is no forgiveness, your relationship with God is hurting badly.
Luke 11:13 This relationship is made possible by the Holy Spirit
17. A relationship is about the soul as well as the body. A religion is about the externals. 
Luke 11:39-41 In a relationship the inside gets clean!

Luke 11:42 Justice was NOT inside. The love of God was NOT inside.
18. Religion locks you out of a personal relationship. It keeps you dependent on religion.
Luke 11:52-54 You have taken away the key of knowledge…
Religion hates a relationship; they clash because they are two different ways of life.
Jesus steps into this religious culture where people are following their leaders. They don’t have their own Bibles. Their leaders are locking up knowledge.
We will have eternal life because we are in Him, He is in us, and the Holy Spirit is our guarantee.
What do you have? A religion or a relationship?



