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Iranian pastor was Saeed Abedini. He was released on January 16, 2016.
Are we walking in the Courage Born of Faith?
Courage comes when we act on what we say we believe.
Courage:
· The quality of mind that enables a person to act as they should, to meet danger without fear, with bravery.
· To dare to be bold, confident.
· To trust in something or someone. Or to be bold against something or someone. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]C.S. Lewis: “Courage is not simply ONE of the virtues, but the form of every virtue at the testing point.”
· Is an act of faith: you do what is necessary and right.
John has come out of the desert to give the knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of sins.
Luke 1:76-79  
If you’re going to bring the gospel, you’ve got to deal with sin.
Luke 1:80 
Now his moment has come, and it isn’t very long.
Luke 3:7-9 “You brood of vipers: who warned you to flee from the wrath of God?”
John wants to be sure that they understand who they are and where they are. Sinners in need of a Savior: not religious people that didn’t need a relationship.
God could rise up stones as children of Abraham.
Luke 3:9, 17 Chaff is burned up with unquenchable fire.
The alternative to heaven is hell.
John had the courage to speak, born out of faith.
Josh. 1:5-9 ….be strong and courageous 
Courage: To be alert physically and mentally. You are not going to fall apart.
Foundation: This book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but….
John: He is calling them but he is warning them that there are consequences to their behavior.
Luke 3: 18-19 
John preaches to the people and to Herod. 
Luke 3:20 It cost John imprisonment
Luke 4  Jesus in the face of temptation. In the flesh.
Phil. 2:8 He has humbled Himself, taking the form of a servant.
Luke 4:3-4 
Luke 4:9-11
Jesus does NOT have to prove Himself.
Luke 4:12 
Think of all the people that are destroyed because they think they are different; they won’t get addicted or fall into temptation. Pride.
Heb. 4:12-16
Is. 55:11 My word will not return empty
Heb. 7: 25 He ever lives to make intercession for us
Luke 4:14  Jesus goes to Nazareth, His hometown
He returned to Nazareth in the Power of the Holy Spirit, just like we are to walk.
The Word of God is standing in the synagogue.
Luke 4:18-20  
Luke 4:21 Today, THIS scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.
These people don’t see their sin.
He must expose their sin.
Luke 4:23-26 Elijah was NOT sent to the Jews, he was sent to a woman, Gentile, in Sidon.
Only one leper was cleansed: Naaman the Syrian.
Being religious doesn’t get it.
“Truly I say to you” is used 8 times in the gospel of Luke.
Being a Jew, sitting in the synagogue, reading Scripture doesn’t save you.
What do they do? They SHOW sin!! They want to kill Him.
The Gospel is for sinners.
Rom. 3:23
I Cor. 15:1-6
Gospel: Death of Jesus for our sins
 Resurrection:  He paid for our sins in full. So we can walk in newness of life.
Luke 4:32 His message was with authority
If you have the courage of faith, you’re going to speak with authority.
Love is willing to lay down your life for another, so you’re willing to speak no matter what happens to you.
Luke 4:33-36 Jesus is not intimidated by demons: the enemy
Eph. 2: 6 I am seated with Christ in heavenly places
Eph. 6 :10-17 I am to put on the whole armor of God
The Christ IN me enables me to confront the devil.
Luke 4:43 I must preach the kingdom of God to other cities also, for I was sent for this purpose.
If WE have the courage of faith, we are going to proclaim the kingdom of God.
Luke 5:12-26 The courage of faith of people to seek healing;to really believe that their sins are forgiven.
Mark 2  It was the faith of the four friends that brought the paralytic, their courage to go up on the roof, to remove the tiles, to let him down in front of the Christ.
Matt. 9:2 
Luke 5:20 Friend, your sins are forgiven.
The Sunflower, by Simon Wiesenthal 
“Letter from a Birmingham jail”, by Martin Luther King Jr.
Courage: Faith to leave everything and follow Him
Luke 5:5 
Luke 5:8-11 	
“Do not fear” …..Be courageous
Courage is an act of faith that recognizes who Jesus is, and has the courage to leave everything and follow Him.
Everything in life is not worth missing following Jesus Christ.
Luke 5:27-28 Levi (Matthew) left everything behind.
He throws a party and invites his fellow tax collectors.
Are YOU courageous enough to introduce your friends to Jesus? To act on the Word of God?
Luke 5:37-39
Point of the parable: Jesus is here. The fullness of time has come. We are to repent! The axe is laid at the foot of the tree…..it’s a new day! A New Covenant. The old was good and righteous, but the New is here!!!
Old: exposes your sins
New: gives you forgiveness of sins and gives you courage to walk in newness of life, to act in courage of faith.
You give the message and leave the results to God.


