Acts Part 2
Lesson 7
Kay Arthur

Will you ever stand trial because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ?
Will you ever stand trial because you have delivered the gospel to Jews? Christians? A culture that is opposed to Christianity? To immoral people?
If you appealed to the Caesar of the day, how will you justify your actions? Your activities? What kind of trial do you think you would get? Would it be fair? Just? Or unjust?
Acts 24-26  Paul is on trial
Why is Paul being indicted?
1. Because of the resurrection of the dead
[bookmark: _GoBack]Acts 23:6 
Acts 24:20-21 
2. Because he was a minister to the Gentiles
Acts 21:27-28 
Acts 22:21 
Jews were taught to “crush a snake and kill a Gentile”. 
The Koran says to kill the infidel.
What can we learn from Paul being on trial? For the hour of trial is on the horizon for us.
Will you be tried for your uncompromising identification with Jesus Christ?
Will you be tried for your witness for those who do not know Jesus; not just intellectual but experientially?
2 Pet. 3:16 Paul wrote to you, as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction. 
Any trial that we find ourselves in, not in a court, we are to remember that we are on trial! Others are watching because we are a disciple, follower, of Jesus Christ.
Acts 24:10-12 My behavior was appropriate.
Acts 24:13-16 You had better have a blameless conscience
Acts 25:6-7 
Acts 25:9-11 
Acts 26:13
Acts 26:15-16 Promises to appear to him again
Acts 26:18-19 
Acts 9,22,26 Accounts of Paul’s testimony
Are you obedient to God’s call on your life?
Acts 26:20-23  
I John 5:19 We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one
I Cor. 15:13-19  If there is no resurrection of the dead we are all without hope
1. Paul was totally convinced that he was called by God
Acts 22:10 
Acts 22:14 
Rom. 12:1-2 
Acts 22:15-16 
Acts 26:16
Gal. 1:1Paul, an apostle (not sent from men nor through the agency of man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised Him from the dead), 
Apostle: someone sent from another with a message
2. Paul was taught by the Son of God. He was his bond slave and not a pleaser of men
Gal. 1:10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.
Gal. 1:11-12 For I would have you know brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man.  For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 
Gal. 1:13-17 From the womb, God set him apart.
Paul went away to Arabia, where Jesus taught him the gospel.
3. Paul was able to face his past and move on.
Acts 22:3-5, 19-20 
Acts 26:9-11 
I Tim. 1:12-14 
I Tim. 1:15-16 
From the time you were in your mother’s womb to the time you accepted Jesus Christ, it was His perfect patience enduring whatever sins you committed. Because of the resurrection of the dead, it’s taken care of!! Get over your past!!
I Cor. 15:9-10 For I am the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me. 
4. Paul maintained a clear conscience
Heb. 10:19-22
The veil is a picture of the flesh of Jesus Christ.
Acts 23:1; 24:16; 26:7-12
I John 1:9 
5. Paul preached and lived the resurrection
Rom. 6:1, 3-6
Romans was already written by the time of Acts 26
Gal. 2:20  I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 
Phil. 3:7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.
Phil. 3:8-11 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 
To attain of the resurrection of the dead: He’s going to lay hold of everything that is his because of the resurrection of Christ.
Trials are coming. They’re here. But, having done all, stand firm. Don’t turn to the right. Don’t turn to the left. Attain to the resurrection of the dead.
Job. 13: 15 Though He slay me, I will hope in Him. 
Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of Christ.
The church today knows about Christ, but they don’t know their God. They are too entangled in the affairs of this world.





