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Acts 15:1 IF salvation has to include circumcision, then salvation by grace is out of the picture.
This is an attack on the doctrine of Salvation of Grace.
The Gospel is 100% pure.
There is a battle raging because they want to dilute the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Jude 1:1 Jude is the brother of James the ½ brother of Christ, so Jude is the ½ brother of Christ
Jude 1:3 Earnestly contend for the faith which was once for all handed down to the saints.     Salvation by faith and faith alone.
Jude 1:4 For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.
Jude 1:17-20 But you beloved, ought to remember the words that were spoken beforehand by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ, that they were saying to you, “In the last time there will be mockers, following after their own ungodly lusts.” These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit. But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit.
You are building yourself up on your most holy faith as you study Acts.
2 Pet. 1:19 So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. 
The Word is a lamp shining in a dark place.
Homosexuality is dealt with in Jude, just as it must be dealt with in the church today.
2 Pet. 1:20-21 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God,.
2 Pet. 2:1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.
2 Pet. 3:5-7 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 
2 Tim. 1:14 Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you.
2 Tim. 3:16-17
2 Tim. 4:1-3
Rev. 22:18-19 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book.
So what is your responsibility? 
As a child of God, part of the church and part of the body of Jesus Christ, you have the Spirit of God and the Word of God.
This is a battle about the grace of God. The battle of salvation by grace.
Acts 15:1” You must be circumcised in order to be saved.”
Acts 15:24-25 Since we have heard that some of our number to whom we gave no instruction have disturbed you with their words, unsettling your souls, it seemed good to us, having become of one mind, to select men to send to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul.
This was a renegade group, not sent by God or the church
Acts 15:5 But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed stood up, saying “It is necessary to circumcise them and to direct them to observe the Law of Moses.”
Sounds like believers, but they are saying now that if you believe, you have to keep the Law of Moses. 
This Gospel is NOT just for the Jew, but also for the Gentile.
Don’t lose the fellowship over something that is NOT a doctrinal issue.
Ex. 20 You shall have no other gods before Me…the Ten Commandments
Peter is now hanging with these Gentiles who have other gods and worship them.
Lev. 17:10-14 Blood to the Jews was in worship of God. Blood was to be sacrificed, not eaten, it was not a condiment but a covering.
Without the shedding of blood there was no remission of sin.
Phil. 3:5-6 circumcised the 8th day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless.
Gentiles:
Acts 4:27 Gentiles were involved in the crucifixion of Jesus as well
Acts 9:15 But the Lord said to him, “”Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel.”
This is Paul’s mission and calling.
Acts 13:46-47 Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, “It was necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. For so the LORD has commanded us, ‘I HAVE PLACED YOU AS A LIGHT FOR THE GENTILES, THAT YOU MAY BRING SALVATION TO THE END OF THE EARTH.’
Doctrine is teaching
Acts 10:13-15 A voice came to him, “Get up, Peter, kill and eat!” But Peter said, “By no means, Lord, for I have never eaten anything unholy and unclean.” Again a voice came to him a second time, “What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy.”
Acts 10:44-45 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to the message. All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 
Gentiles were listening to the message as well
Acts 11:1 Now the apostles and the brethren who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God.
Acts 11:18 When they heard this, they quieted down and glorified God, saying, “Well then, God has granted to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life.”
Acts 15  Peter stands up to make a defense for the Gentiles
Acts 15 is the stuff of the Reformation
Salvation is by Grace ALONE
Trace Grace in Acts
Acts 4:33 And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all.
Acts 6:8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs among the people.
Acts 11:23 Then when he arrived and witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced and began to encourage them all with resolute heart to remain true to the Lord
Acts 13:43 Now when the meeting of the synagogue had broken up, many of the Jews and of the God-fearing proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking to them, were urging them to continue in the grace of God.
Acts 14:1-3   In Iconium they entered the synagogue of the Jews together, and spoke in such a manner that a large number of people believed, both of Jews and of Greeks. But the Jews who disbelieved stirred up the minds of the Gentiles and embittered them against the brethren. Therefore they spent a long time there speaking boldly with reliance upon the Lord, who was testifying to the word of His grace, granting that signs and wonders be done by their hands.
Acts 14:26 From there they sailed to Antioch, from which they had been commended to the grace of God for the work that they had accomplished.
Acts 15:11 But we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are.
Acts 15:40 But Paul chose Silas and left being committed by the brethren to the grace of the Lord.
Acts 18:27 And when he wanted to go across to Achaia, the brethren encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him; and when he had arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed through grace.
Acts 20:24 But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my course and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God.
Acts 20:32 And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.
From Genesis 3 all the way through Revelation the message is GRACE, through faith.
What can I learn from false teaching and how it’s handled?
1. It began with dissension and debate   Acts 15:2  It was a doctrinal debate
2. They take it to higher authorities because this is not just a local problem,
     and the church is involved, they are NOT kept in the dark.   Acts 15:4 	
     The authorities LISTENED until they had stopped speaking!  Acts 15:12-13 
a. Among them was division over circumcision Acts 15:5-7
b. They had debate Acts 15:5 
c. You have the testimony of Peter  Acts 15:7-11
d. The Law was a yoke that they were not able to bear or fulfill Acts 15:10, Jer. 31:31-32
3. Affirmation from God was received, that it was grace apart from works.              
    Acts 15:8 ,12  The signs and wonders authenticated that salvation was by faith  
    and grace alone. Acts 14:2-3
4. They lined everything up with the Scriptures: The Old Testament Acts 15:14-15
5. They carefully verified the decision of the church with the people face to face. They didn’t let Paul and Barnabas go back alone. Judas and Silas went back them. Acts 15:27  They had a letter, and two witnesses
6. They continued to proclaim this truth  
There is a duty that goes with doctrine. The duty of the Gentiles was to:
Not worship idols
Not fornicate
Not eat things that were strangled
No blood
Why the Blood?   They were going to have fellowship with Jews that were saved. There is a graciousness that goes with grace. There is belief, but there’s behavior. We must behave in graciousness.
Rom. 12:3 For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith. 
 







