Acts Part 1
Lesson 8
Kay Arthur

Christianity IS life, it IS history.
I need to know what is going on politically and in the rest of the world and especially Israel.
Acts 1:8 
Rom. 10:17   Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ
Gen. 1:26 Let us make man in our image
Acts 10:38-40  The gospel goes to the Gentiles
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jerusalem is the capital of the Jews and Rome is the capital of this great empire.
The Bible is a book about the government of God in the midst of the government of man.
It tells you as a believer of God Almighty and His Son Jesus Christ, how to live in a crooked and perverse generation
In the book of Acts you see what happens when the Word of God is proclaimed by the children of God and it goes against:
1. The tradition of men
2. The government of man
So you have opposition against government.
Opposition in chapters 1-8 are the Sanhedrin, because of jealousy, they don’t want to lose their position, and also because of tradition.
You see the opposition of the government in Acts 12.  Herod.
Acts 11:1-3 
Going into a Gentile home being forbidden seems to be tradition, not Law.
So persecution came from traditionalists
Mark 7:9 “You are experts at setting aside the commandment of God in order to keep your tradition.”
Acts 11:19-20 Persecution is coming from the Jews, their own people
Acts 12:1-3  
So what we are studying is all according to the predetermined plan of God, and it includes opposition.
We are living the book of Acts



Acts 2:17-21
Rev. 11:15 “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever.”
Acts 10   The Gentiles come in
Gen. 12: 1-3  Gentiles were planned from the beginning of time
Matt. 15:6-9/Mark 7:24-30 “And by this you invalidated the word of God for the sake of your tradition. You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you. This people honors  Me with their lips, but their heart is far away from Me. But in vain do they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.”
Matt. 15:21-28 
What IS the Word of Christ? Jesus, the Son of God, became the Son of Man.
You are going to get opposition and you’re going to get it from the church!
Acts 11:1-3 
You will have opposition and hatred.
Phil. 1:29 For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake.
Acts 11:27-28 
Claudius is born shortly before Jesus, and began his reign as emperor in AD 41. His wife came into the marriage with a son. Claudius had a son, Britannicus, but his wife wanted to get rid of his son so her son would become emperor. She eventually poisoned Claudius and his son and put her son, Nero, on the throne. Nero, does not like his mother so he tries to kill her, but is unsuccessful twice. He hires others who DO kill her.
John 1:11 He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. 
Matt. 5:43 -45 
Do not come down to the enemies’ level in the midst of persecution.
Matt. 6:24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”
One of the things that is going to be threatened is your income.
Matt. 10:21-22 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and cause them to be put to death. You will be hated by all because of My name, but it is the one who has endured to the end who will be saved.”
His name is Jesus Christ, so you must mention it, not just God.
Acts 4:12 Salvation is found in no other.
The affirmation of your salvation is endurance in the face of persecution	
John 3:20 For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.
John 15:19 -20 If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you.  Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also.
John 17:14-16 I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.
Rom. 11:11-12  I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be! But by their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous. Now if their transgression is riches for the world and their failure is riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their fulfillment be!
Rom. 11:15 For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?
Zech. 12:10 “I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him like the bitter weeping over a firstborn.” 
Zech. 13:1 In that day a fountain will be opened for the house of David and for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for impurity.
Zech. 14:2-9 
Eph. 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
It’s gonna get rough, but this is our hour!!!
Eph. 6:13 Having done everything, to stand firm
Be a debtor to the Gospel.
	

