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Acts 2:41 So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand souls.
Acts 2:47 ..praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.
Acts 4:4 But many of those who had heard the message believed; and the number of the men came to be about five thousand.
Growing by being saved, by believing, by priests being obedient to the faith
Acts 5:13-14 But none of the rest dared to associate with them; however, the people held them in high esteem. And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of men and women, were constantly added to their number…
Acts 6:7 The word of God kept on spreading; and the number of the disciples continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were becoming obedient to the faith. (salvation!)
Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men and women alike.
Acts 9  Saul, the church’s enemy, is converted!! 
1. Timing: How long did it take for Saul to become a believer?
Acts 9:1-2  Saul has letters, letters of authority, to drag off believers
Acts 9:3-5 
Acts 9:6 
Acts 9:9, 12 
Acts 9:11 Saul is praying, he is having conversation with God
How progressive is this salvation?  It ISN’T!!!How quickly is he running to find the truth? He isn’t!!!
· Instant!!! He’s NOT searching for it!!! He’s was an enemy and God saved him instantly!!!
Rom. 5:8  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Conversion is not something we step into slowly and carefully, or take baby steps to. There are things that LEAD us to conversion, yes, but not our actual conversion.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
· Perfect 
Acts 9:15-16 “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; for I will show him how much he must suffer for My name’s sake.”
God, in His perfect timing, waited, while Saul persecuted His children. 
Book of Esther is such a great example of God’s timing.
Our God is not a God of reacting: He is a God whose timing is absolutely perfect.
Joseph: whose brothers are the patriarchs. He ends up in the #2 slot of power in Egypt, in control of all the food in a time of famine throughout the whole land!!
His timing is perfect, so don’t get discouraged when you are sharing the gospel with others.

2. God Initiated
Acts 9:4 “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” First words he hears from the Lord.
Gen. 22:10-11 Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said “Here I am.”
The repetition of the name signifies that something very significant and important is about to happen.
Gen. 46:1-4  So Israel set out with all that he had, and came to Beersheba, and offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. God spoke to Israel in visions of the night and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “I am God, the God of your father; do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will make you a great nation there. I will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also surely bring you up again; and Joseph will close your eyes.”
Ex. 3:2-4 The angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed. So Moses said, “I must turn aside now and see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned up.” When the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.”
I Sam. 3:10 Then the LORD came and stood and called as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for Your servant is listening.”
· “Saul, Saul” 
Saul is not looking for truth!  GOD started this conversation.
Rom. 9:11 For though the twins were not yet born and had not done anything good or bad, so that God’s purpose according to His choice would stand, not because of works but because of Him who calls.
Rom. 9:14-18 What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May it never be! For He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy. For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I raised you up, to demonstrate My power in you, and that My name might be proclaimed throughout the whole earth.” So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires. 
Col. Hostile in words and thoughts and deeds
Acts 9:5 And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” And He said, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.”         Lord could mean God or it could mean sir.
He uses His name: Jesus: His earthly name: That name that keeps causing him trouble. 
Conversion is personal and intimate.
Salvation is never corporate or generalized. It is always personal and God initiated.
3. Dramatic change
Salvation is not added to your life to compliment it.
Gal. 1:11-16 For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my former manner of life in Judaism, how I used to persecute the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it; and I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among my countrymen, being more  extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions. But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, was pleased to reveal His Son in me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood..
Phil. 3:4-6 Although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far more: circumcised  the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless. 
I Tim. 1:13-15 Even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor. Yet I was shown mercy because I acted ignorantly in unbelief; and the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with the faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus.
2 Cor. 5:17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.
Rom. 6:4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
Dan. 4:1-3 Nebuchadnezzar the king to all the peoples, nations, and men of every language that live in all the earth: “May your peace abound! It has seemed good to me to declare the signs and wonders which the Most High God has done for me. How great are His signs and how mighty are His wonders! His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom and His dominion is from generation to generation.
Dan. 4:37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, exalt and honor the King of heaven, for all His works are true and His ways just, and He is able to humble those who walk in pride.”
Conversion is a dramatic change of heart.
4. Conversion comes with a calling
Acts 9:6 “but get up and enter the city, and it will be told you what you must DO!”
You’re not saved for your own good! 
2 Cor. 5:20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
Ambassadors take HIS message and bring it to others.
Wherever the believers are scattered, they preach the gospel!!
Gal. 1:11-12 Paul’s calling was to speak the words of Christ, not his own message.
Rom. 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
We’re saved. We’ve been called to give the message of the gospel.
We have been called to:
1. Be ambassadors
2. Deliver His message
3. Suffering
Acts 9:16 “for I will show Him how much he must suffer for My name’s sake.”
Not suffer because of what he did against God’s people, but for Jesus’ name.
Listen to that!! You gotta leave your circle of safety!  Get out of your living room, off the couch and BE My disciple.
Paul says join me in suffering persecution. 
That’s the reward. It’s a gift to suffer for His sake.
Phil.1:29  For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake.
Am I converted? Or have I just added Jesus to my life?
Salvation is a gift that changes everything. 
(I hope you enjoyed a taste of David Arthur. He is such a blessing)




