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What is keeping you from preaching Jesus?
Acts 8:4 Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching the word. 
Acts 8:5, 12
Acts 8:25 
Acts 8:35, 40
Was there a time when you preached Jesus?
Acts 4:12 And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.
Acts 8 begins with the gospel going outside Jerusalem.
Acts 1:8
What can we learn from Acts 8 about how we can preach the gospel?
1. Preaching Jesus is for all people; there are no ethnic boundaries to the gospel of Jesus Christ
Acts 8:5
Samaritans had a different theology, they were half breeds. They had a difference in where they worshipped.
Matt. 10:5-6  These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them: “Do not go in the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter any city of the Samaritans; but rather go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
Matt. 15:23-24 But He did not answer her a word. And His disciples came and implored Him, saying, “Send her away, because she keeps shouting at us.” But He answered and said, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
Acts 1:8
Acts 2:39 
2. God does use signs and dreams but all signs are not from God
Acts 8:5-8 
Apostles did signs
Stephen did signs
Philip did signs
Heb. 2:1-4 For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away from it. For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty, how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard, God also testifying with them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will.
The signs authenticated the messenger.
God is still speaking through signs and wonders but they are not the end.
2 Thess. 2:8-10 Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming; that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders, and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved.
Wickedness is deceiving.
Part of this deception is the signs and wonders.
The purpose of the sign and wonder is not just an attention getter; it is to take you to the One who has all power and authority in Heaven and Earth.
Acts 8:12-13
Simon was amazed by the signs and power. The signs Simon did were not by God, but by Satan.
If the sign or wonder draws people to you, and they stop there, and they don’t go to Jesus, then you have not preached the gospel.
3. Persecution and the church is scattered
They don’t hide, they preach Jesus!!!
Acts 1:14 These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.
The secret is prayer!!
Acts 4:23-25
Acts 4:27-31
Acts 4:32 And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul; and not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own, but all things were common property to them.
When there is a unity there is more power to preach the gospel
John 17:20-23 “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one; I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me.”
4. When you preach Jesus it brings persecution
Acts 8:1, 3 
Zech. 13: 7-9 “Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, and against the man, My Associate,” declares the LORD of hosts. “Strike the Shepherd that the sheep may be scattered; and I will turn My hand against the little ones. It will come about in all the land,” declares the LORD, “That two parts in it will be cut off and perish; but the third will be left in it. And I will bring the third part through the fire, refine them as silver is refined, and test them as gold is tested. They will call on My name, and I will answer them;  I will say, ‘They are My people,’ and they will say, ‘The LORD is my God.’”
2 Tim. 1:8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God.
Ps. 118:6 The Lord is for me; I will not fear; what can man do to me?
2 Tim. 3:10-12 
5. When you preach Jesus it is by His Spirit
Acts 8:15-20, 26, 29, 39 
Prov. 20:24 Man’s steps are ordained by the LORD, how then can man understand His way?
6. [bookmark: _GoBack]When you preach Jesus, begin where the person is. Listen to them enough!!!
Acts 8:35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him.
Acts 4:12 There is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved.	
7. A profession of faith, saying I believe, doesn’t get it. 
Acts 8:13 
Acts 8:20-21 
It’s a heart issue.
Ez. 36:25-27 Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.
I John 3:9 No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.
Acts 8:22-23
John 8:34-36
Matt. 15:8-9, 18
Matt. 15:19 For out of the heart come evil thoughts murders. adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.
I John 2:19 They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us.
I Cor. 15:1-2
Just saying you have believed is not enough. There must be evidence of salvation, the Holy Spirit living in and through you.

