Acts Part 1
Lesson 5
Kay Arthur

The church, today, is a mission field.
Could our leaders, our pastors, US, stand before the world and give a witness like Stephen did?
When we come to Christ, we are separated.
A calling out and bringing us to God Almighty, we are not left alone.
What is your witness in the world, but also in the church? TO the church?
Now the church has its first martyr, its first death.
Context of the Big Picture:
It is the fullness of time. God has sent His Son.
Gal. 4:4-7 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the Law that we might receive the adoption as sons. Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba!  Father!” Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.
Acts 2 Peter tells us these are the last days.
About 4,000 years have passed. 
God has sent forth His Son, first promised in Gen. 3:15.
Heb. 1:1-4 God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the world of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they.
Acts 4:12 
Heb. 10:11-14 Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God, waiting from that time onward until His enemies be made a footstool for His feet. For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 
John 17:1-12 High priestly prayer I have glorified Thee on earth, I have finished the work
Acts 2:37-39 Repent! Have a change of mind about you, about sin, about Jesus
Message for us all: Repent!
The church is born and God adds to the church
Acts 2:41-42 
The church was founded on teaching!!! Is the church teaching now?
Eph. 4:4-6 There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.
Eph. 4:7-8 But to each one of us…..
Eph. 4:11-12 Spiritual gifts listed
The church is born, but it also must be built up.
Acts 6
What is my witness in the world?   In the church?
Jesus prepared the people for the days ahead, before He died.
This persecution is not just going to come from the world, but also from the church.
His brethren, Stephen’s, Jesus’, came against them.
John 1:12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name.
John 15:16 -19  You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give it to you. This I command you, that you love one another. If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you.”
Matt 28:19 -20 Go ye therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I command you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
Disciples was synonymous of Christian. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]John 15:20-24,26  “Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also, But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not know the One who sent Me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. He who hates Me hates My Father also. If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would not have sin; but now they have both seen and hated Me and My Father as well. When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me.”

John 16:1-4 “These things I have spoken to you so that you may be kept from stumbling. They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to God. These things they will do because they have not known the Father or Me. But these things I have spoken to you, so that when their hour comes, you may remember that I told you of them. These things I did not say to you at the beginning because I was with you.”  He was preparing them!
John 16:7-10 But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment; concerning sin because they do not believe in Me, and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me, and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.
I John 2:2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.
2 Cor.2:14-16 But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place. For we are a fragrance of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing; to the one an aroma from death to death, to the other an aroma from life to life.  And who is adequate for these things?
Acts 6 -7 
1. The work and working of the church
      2.The witness of the church, not the apostles
      3.The first martyr in the church, killed by his brothers.
Eph. 2:19-20  but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s household, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone.
The work and working of the church
They are to mobilize the church and allow the leaders to do the work they are to do: Prayer and teaching of the Word.
Acts 6:3 
Eph. 4:7-13 Every part of the body has a particular place
I Cor. 12:1-26
The witness of the church
It goes beyond the church. I am to witness about Christ.
A witness is a verbal witness, he cannot be silent. Every Christian has the Spirit and is to be a verbal witness.
The evangelist: Teaches the way to evangelize
The Pastor: This is the way you shepherd
The Apostle: Laying the foundation
The Prophet: This is the message for the day
The message is to the religious up to this point in Acts.
Are you a “sniper” in the army?
Rom. 10:1-3 Brethren, my heart’s desire and my prayer to God for them is for their salvation. For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge. For not knowing about God’s righteousness and seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God.
Rom. 10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

…..Martyrdom is inevitable.



