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You can tell they have been with Jesus.
Peter becomes the spokesman
When the Spirit comes, the gospel goes forth.
First five chapters are located in Jerusalem.
Acts 1  You wait for the promise of the Spirit, you shall be witnesses of Me
Acts 2 Church is increased by 3,000   Peter explains Joel
Acts 3 Peter and John go into the Temple and a lame man gets healed. Peter brings the gospel 
Acts 4 The first conflict: it’s between the Council, High Priest, etc. and the apostles
The Council draws the line and commands them to stop preaching the gospel.
Acts 4:23, 29-31  
Acts 4:32  Congregation: the church 
Acts 5 Ananias and Sapphire sin by lying 
The Spirit kills them
Acts of the Apostles
Acts 5 The Spirit knows what is happening and judges
Acts 5:1 Great fear comes upon the church
Acts 5:12 The church congregates at the Temple, in Solomon’s Portico
Acts 5:27-32  Physical suffering begins
Acts 5:40-42 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Peter was a fisherman from Bethesda , brother of Andrew, called by Jesus to be a fisher of men. 
Luke 5:1-8 Jesus gets into Peter’s boat!! Peter saw the power and wisdom of Jesus and saw himself as a sinful man.
Rom. 7:19 The good I want to do, I don’t do and the evil I don’t want to do, I do!!
Luke 5:9-10
Acts 2 Peter knows it’s not him that is adding to the church
Luke 5:11 When they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed Him. 
Peter was married and lived in Capernaum on the Sea of Galilee
Matt 8:5, 14  When Jesus came into Peter’s home he saw his mother in law
Mark 5:37  
Mark 9:2 Peter, James and John seem to be the inner core of the apostles
Mark 14:32-34 This unlearned, untrained man has been with Jesus
Matt. 16:13-18 …But  who do YOU say that I am? Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.”
The Gates of Hades were the gates that led to death, so death cannot overpower it. 
There is a Rock, a Bedrock
I Cor. 3:11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
You leave Jesus out of the message: there is no message, no salvation. 
Acts 4:10-12 
I Pet. 2:4-6 
The more you believe in Him, the less disappointment you’ll have in life.
The more you cling to Him, the less you’ll want to cling to anything else.
The more you cling to Him, the more you’ll become like the One you are clinging to.
I Pet. 2:8 “A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense”, for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed.
Peter goes back to the prophets, the Old Testament, to show them Jesus. 
Matt. 16:21-23  
Luke 22:28-30  
Luke 22:30-34  
Genuine faith doesn’t stay failed.
Mark 14:37-38 Peter slept when he should’ve prayed
John 20:6-9 
He went fishing again, AFTER the resurrection and caught nothing, until Jesus showed up.
John 21:1-7 
John 21:15-17
I Pet. 5:1 Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed,
Tradition tells us that Peter was crucified upside down, not feeling worthy to be crucified like Christ.
I Pet. 5:2-4  shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.
This unlearned, untrained man, fisherman  is confronted by the Sanhedrin.
They were the ruling authority that stood between Rome and the Jewish people. Rome put them in authority over the Jews.
The Sanhedrin was made up of 71 men and they came into existence during the inter-testament period: Malachi to gospels.
They were presided over by the High Priest that year: Annas
They were comprised of the Sadducees : wealthy, religious sect that did not believe in the resurrection.
Acts 4:1-3 
Acts 5:34 There were Pharisees in that group because Gamaliel was a Pharisee.
Acts 5:17-22  They were ruling. They had authority to put people in jail! These are the people Peter is standing in front of, boldly speaking
John 18:31-32 They could flog, but they could not kill.
If the Jews put Jesus to death they would have stoned Him to death, but Jesus cannot be stoned to death, He had to be crucified.
Luke 22:63-70  Crucifixion is how the Romans put people to death
This is where the book of Acts begins: at the epicenter of the world.
Going to the Temple is their life, but the Temple does not have God’s Shekinah glory in it.
The 2nd Temple was built but the Shekinah glory was never in it.
Herod built the Temple and the glory was still not in it, UNTIL, Jesus walked into it.
But it left with Jesus.
Until the Holy Spirit came to dwell in us, AFTER Jesus ascended. It is in US! It was in Peter as he stood and preached Jesus.
The 3rd temple is coming and will be rebuilt before He returns.
So how are you to live in the light of these truths?
Acts 1:8
Acts 2:42, 44-47 The church/believers were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching….
What are we devoting ourselves to? Is the church wanting to know the Word of God?
They were not possessed by their possessions.
Luke 14:33 
Acts 5:11 Are you living in the fear of the Lord?
I Pet. 1:16  Be holy even as I am holy
Acts 5:41-42 
When you suffer, do you rejoice and do you keep teaching and preaching Jesus Christ?
I Cor. 1:27-29 God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, so that no man may boast before God.



