Acts Part 1
Lesson 1
Kay Arthur

1. Acts begins with the resurrected Christ  Acts 1:3
I Cor. 15:3-10 (the resurrection chapter) 
Luke 24:33-43
How do you handle doubt and fear?  Go back to the Word. 
2. They were taught 40 days regarding the kingdom of God. The King Himself is teaching them about the kingdom.
Dan. 7:13-14 …and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him. And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed. 
They are taught by the One who conquered sin and death.
Acts 2:23-24
Rom. 4:25 He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification.
Sin gives the enemy power of death
Heb. 2:14 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is the devil.
John 14:18-19 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. After a little while the world will no longer see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you will live also. “
It was good for them to know that they would live because of the way some of them would die. 
3. Acts begins with men under Jesus’ command. Acts 1:4 
What has Jesus commanded YOU to do? Do you obey?
The whole story would have been different had they not obeyed.
a. Jesus commanded men who will receive the Holy Spirit  Acts 1:4-5 
John 16:7 But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Where is the Power? In Jesus. Where is the witness and the teaching? In Jesus.
Now He is leaving, so the Holy Spirit can come. This gospel has to get from Jerusalem, to Judea and Samaria and to the remotest part of the earth.
Acts 1:1-2 Luke wrote down all that Jesus began to do and teach
These are men that will be Jesus’ witnesses in a hostile dominion that is under the power of Satan. Acts 1:8 
I John 5:19 We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one.
The kingdom WILL come.  Matt. 24:14  This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.
Matt. 24:30 And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. 
Matt. 25:31 But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.
4. These men saw Jesus go into heaven  Acts 1:9-11  They are eye witnesses to His crucifixion, resurrection and ascension. 
(Angels always appear as men)
5. These men are witnesses of Jesus’ resurrection Acts 1:3,22
Acts 1:21-22 
Acts 26:22-23  So, having  obtained help from God, I stand to this day testifying both to small and great, stating nothing but what the Prophets and Moses said was going to take place; that the Christ was to suffer, and that by reason of His resurrection from the dead He would be the first to proclaim light both to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles.
Why Jerusalem? Why stay there?
Jerusalem is where Jesus died, was buried, resurrected and it’s the city God put His name in and it is the capital of the kingdom of God.
Acts 1:4 What the Father had promised was the Holy Spirit
Acts 1:3 The kingdom of God was foremost on God’s heart
Acts 28:30-31 Paul, while in house arrest, was proclaiming the kingdom of God

Genesis: God created Adam and Eve. They were to rule over what God had created.     Man’s obedience and dependence of God which God provides
Genesis 2:15-17 God is the ruler. The kingdom of God is the rule of God.
Until sin enters in Genesis 3…..
Satan tells them they can be like God: co-rule with God. They disobey and sin and death enter into the world…..just like God said.
John 3:16 But God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son 
Rom. 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned.
So we don’t have a picture of the kingdom of God.
Gen. 3:15 He, Jesus will crush/bruise you on the head (the serpent’s head) and you shall bruise Him on the heel.
Man is messed up so God brings a flood and drowns out mankind except for Noah and his family.
The nations sin and are in rebellion.
He tells them to scatter, they don’t and build the tower of Babel, so God gives languages to confuse and He calls out a nation for Himself: Jacob, Israel, Jews.
God gives the Jews the book of the Law and tells them to live by every word of it.
Gen – Deut. He lays down the law
Prophets declared the need for repentance.
God wants to rule the nation of Israel, which He does through the Judges.
Then they want a king like every other nation.
Rom. 10:21 But as for Israel He says, “All the day long I have stretched out My hands to a disobedient and obstinate people.”
Am I under the rule of God or do I co-rule?
Gen. 12- Malachi we have GOD stretching out His hand to a disobedient people.
Finally, the fullness of time has come.
Gal. 4:4-7  “Fullness of time “  But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God .
The gospel is not only the birth and the cross but the resurrection of Jesus.
Matt. 16:24 If anyone would come after Me, Let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 
John 8:31 IF you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine.
Matt. 6 Pray ye in this way….THY kingdom come, THY will be done.
How will it be done? Jesus ascends and the Holy Spirit descends.
Zech. 4:6 Not by might, not by power but by My Spirit says the Lord.
When will He set up the kingdom and rule on this earth? It is not for us to know the times and the epochs.
From the gospel to now you have the Acts and the Epistles telling us how to live
The epistles tell us, Heb. 1, 2 Tim. 3:1-2, these are the last days.
He will return
Dan. 2:44 In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever.
Dan. 7:27 Then the sovereignty, the dominion and the greatness of all the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be given to the people of the saints of the Highest One; His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and obey Him.
The Christ, The Son of God, The Son of Man will be the ruler.
He is coming. But until then, live in the power of the Holy Spirit.



	
