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Sin/Evil: when you don’t acknowledge God as God and you live according to your own way.
What is the purpose of Esther in the Cannon of Scripture?
It tells of a feast that is to be remembered, celebrated and to remember how it came into being.
It is not mentioned in the Torah. 
This is another feast that is added to the other 7.
Esther 9:22, 26 Holiday, in the Hebrew, a “good day”. 
Purim after Pur. “im” on the end simply means plural. 
Esther 9:28 This celebration is for generations to come
Esther 9:28-31 
Esther 9:27 This is a feast to be celebrated, not just for the Jews.
It was for the many that became Jews	
Purim – A time of rest
Esther 9:16 To rid themselves of their enemies means they will have rest from their enemies.
Esther 9:17-18 
Esther 9:22
Esther 9:22 From sorrow to gladness, from mourning to a good day 
We as Christians, have Easter that moves us from sorrow to gladness, from mourning to a good day. That feast is all about celebrating our freedom from the enemy and the penalty of death and sin. So we are no longer sinners, but saints. Not perfect, but pressing on, I am a consecrated one living for Christ.
Heb. 10:10-12 God is propitiated, His holiness is propitiated
Matt. 9:15 They are not fasting because the Bridegroom is with them. When the Bridegroom is taken away, then they will fast.
Esther reminds us of what is to come for Israel, the church and the world.





Heb. 2:14 Therefore since the children share in flesh and blood He Himself likewise also partook of the same (flesh, a human being. God incarnate) so that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is the devil. 
Satan has been rendered powerless in your life.
Jesus sits at the right hand of the throne of the Father. 
We are bone of His bone and flesh of His flesh
I Cor. 6:19-20 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.
Eph.1:18-23 God wants us to know what is the surpassing greatness of His power towards us who believe.
I John 4:4 Greater is He who is in you that he that is in the world.
Romans 11:25-27 I do not want you brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery – so that you will not be wise in your own estimation – that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “The Deliverer will come from Zion, He will remove ungodliness from Jacob. This is My Covenant with them when I take away their sins.”
Zech. 12 
Who is going to rule and reign with Jesus Christ? David, and the apostles over the 12 tribes of Israel and we will reign over the cities.
Purim is a celebration of what happened so they had rest from their enemies.
Their enemies are ruling over them at this time.
John 15:18-19 “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you.
John 15:20-24
2 Tim. 3:12 Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 
John 16:23 “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”
Heb. 3:6 but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house – whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end.
Heb. 10:35-36 Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.
What does the celebration of Purim do for the Jews?
It shows us that God will take care of our enemies. God will triumph. 
Purim shows: That God will take you from ashes to beauty, sorrow to rejoicing. 
Is. 61:1-2a The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to captives and freedom to prisoners; to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord.
Luke 4:20 Jesus sits down after reading this passage, stopping in verse two.
Is. 61:2b-3 And the day of vengeance of our God;(the last 3-1/2  years of the Tribulation) to comfort all who mourn, to grant those who mourn in Zion, (they were mourning because of the edict) giving them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning the mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting. So they will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord that He may be glorified.
Is. 61:6 But you will be called the priests of the LORD; you will be spoken of as ministers of our God. You will eat the wealth of nations, and in their riches you will boast.
Matt. 24:31 And He will send His angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather His elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.
Is. 60:4-5 “Lift up your eyes round about and see; they all gather together, they come to you. Your sons will come from afar, and your daughters will be carried in the arms.  Then you will see and be radiant, and your heart will thrill and rejoice; because the abundance of the sea will be turned to you, the wealth of the nations will come to you.
Is. 60:11 Your gates will be open continually; they will not be closed day or night, so that men may bring to you the wealth of the nations, with their kings led in procession. 
In the opening of the book of Esther, you have Jews dispersed because of their sin.
Esther, in a sense, parallels what is to come.
“Israel, My Beloved”
Application:
How are YOU living today in the light of the rest that is to come? Esther starts out as a chattel, to a true queen in 9 short succinct chapters.
She goes to queen in name, but by chapter 9 she is a true queen.
Esther: Concerned for her people, not her position.
Esther 4:14-16 
She is rescued from death, her enemy is dealt with, she is safe and secure. NO
She uses the position God has given her, for the sake of others.
Esther 8:3-4 
What kind of a woman are you? Is it all about you? Is everything about you, your house, your money, your life……..
What are you doing? You know you are going to heaven, but what are you doing until He calls you home?
Esther was seated with the king! 
Have I moved beyond myself, to others? Am I using wherever God has put me, for the sake of others? Am I weeping, fasting and praying for the salvation of others?
Am I getting the message out that there IS a feast coming; a day of rest?
What kind of a man are you? Mr. Mordecai?
Mordecai knows who he is and the ramifications of that Jewishness.
He knows what kingdom he belongs to and is willing to risk whatever, in order to not bow to the enemy. 	
Esther 3:2-4 Mordecai had told them he was a Jew and he would not bow.
Esther 4:1-14 Mordecai was a man seeking God
Esther 4:13-14 He is a man willing to call his loved ones to risk their lives to fulfill the Word of God. He is not holding on to his children, but willing to let them go to be what they should be.
Esther 5:9 He did not stand up or tremble before his enemy.
He knows where his deliverance is going to come from.
Esther 10:1-3  Even when he is seated, 2nd to the king of Persia, even when he is great among the Jews…….
Esther 10:3 He spoke for the welfare of the whole nation
Who are you living for? IF you’re living for the Lord you are going to hear, “Well done My good and faithful servant”.
Matt. 20:28 Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many.


			
