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For this Reason: That phrase is used approximately 66 times in the Bible.
1. What am I living for? What is the reason I live the way I live?
2. What would you literally lay down your life for? “If I perish I perish”
Mordecai is a Jew, but for some reason he doesn’t want others to know and he doesn’t want his cousin, Esther, known as a Jew.
He is a Jew living in a Persian Empire that has been good to the Jews and allowed them to live in peace so far.
Esther 3:1-3 Mordecai, a servant of the king, would not bow down or pay homage to Haman. 
Esther 3:4-6  Mordecai revealed he was a Jew.
He is a man of quality and principle. 
Esther 3:1-6 Mordecai: Servant of the king, has some principles he won’t compromise because of who he is, a Jew, and for that reason he will not bow or pay homage to Haman.
Ex. 17:8-9, 13-14 Write this in a book and recite it as a memorial. God wanted it recorded.
Ex. 17:14-15 “I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven”
Jehovah-Nissi: God our Banner to whom we run
Ex. 17:16 The Lord will have war against Amalek; THIS is your enemy
I Samuel 15    Saul was to put to death EVERYONE of the Amalekites, but he saved King Agag, which lead to his removal as king. He was not God’s man anymore.
Gen. 3:14-15 Satan has a seed.
Mordecai is standing up to God’s enemy, refusing to bow down. He cannot compromise
Esther 3:10 Haman is the enemy of the Jews
Rom. 12:18 -21 If possible, live at peace with all men. But, there is a line we cannot cross.
Rom. 13:1 We are to submit to our rulers, but there IS a higher law
Acts 4:1-4, 13-18 Peter and John were commanded not to speak in Jesus’ name
Acts 4:19-21 “Whether it is right in the sight of God to give heed to you rather than to God, you be the judge; for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.” 
What is your line that you will NOT cross over?????
Yes, generally we are to be in submission to the authorities, and there is no authority but what is of God. But what is our responsibility down here on earth?
Are there things that are over the line for you, causing you to say, “For this reason I will not, I cannot….” Does it stand up to the Word of God?
When a crisis comes, that’s when we find out what our line and reason is.
There is anti-Semitism in Esther 3.
Esther 4:1-2 Mordecai did not run and hide in a room, he ran right up to the King’s gate. He let all the Jews know by his action that he was seeking deliverance from God
Esther 4:3-4 Mordecai did not accept the change of clothes sent to him by Esther. He was not going to fear the king, or the edict of the king but he was going to weep, fast and wail as they had done generation after generation, recorded in the Word of God. He put on sackcloth and humbled himself.
Deliverance HAS to come from God.
Mordecai is identifying with the Jews rather than separating himself from them. 
Heb. 4:14-16 We have a great High Priest who can be touched and sympathizes with our weaknesses.
John 11:35 Jesus wept
Luke 19:41 Jesus wept for Jerusalem
Luke 14 Deliverance is going to come from God
Esther 4:13-14 Mordecai not only identifies with his people, but he is taking his daughter, cousin Esther, and tells her to go! He is sacrificing her for the deliverance of his people! If she doesn’t step up, he will find someone else.
Daniel 11:32b But the people who know their God, will display strength and take action.
Daniel 11:31-32 A pig was offered on the altar, and they erected a statue of Zeus in the holy of holies. By smooth words he will turn to godlessness those who act wickedly toward the covenant, BUT the people who know their God will display strength and take action….this is Mordecai
Daniel 11:33-35 Those who have insight among the people will give understanding to the many; yet they will fall by sword and by flame, by captivity and by plunder for many days.
It is that relationship with God that keeps you from going over the line.
Luke 14:25-33  What it costs to be a disciple of Christ. Complete consecration to Him
Luke 14:26 “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot by My disciple.”
Esther has been queen for almost five years, life as usual, routine. But she had not been with the king for 30 days.
But, know this, there is a crisis coming, a conflict of faith.
But, on the 13th day of Nisan, in the 12th year of the king…..life changes.
Darius the first built the roads on which this decree can go around this kingdom so quickly.
All of a sudden, Esther knows why she was born and why God has placed her in this position.
Esther 4:16 “If I perish, I perish”. But she asks them to fast.
Esther is the woman she is because of Mordecai. He challenges her to be everything she should be.
There is a reason for living and there is something worth dying for.
2 Tim. 1:8-12 Paul knows he was appointed a preacher and an apostle and a teacher and knows why he is suffering
2 Tim. 1:12 ….I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day.
2 Tim. 2:9-10
There is a reason for living:
John 10:17; 2 Cor. 5:9  To bring God pleasure 
John 4:34; John 5:30; John 6:38-39 To bring His kingdom on earth
John 17:4To live for His glory
Rev. 22:12 There is a reward 
May we say, we have been brought to the kingdom for such a time as this.
Gal. 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 






