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How important is it for you to understand the times? It really depends on what you want from life.
If truth never invades your life and changes it, then you are among the damned.
But, if you want your life to have purpose, significance and meaning, then your life must be shaped by truth, NOT by the culture of the day.
Truth vs. the Reigning Philosophy of the Day
Torah: God lays out the history of mankind, the example of what life is like under His rule.
Joshua: The triumph and victory that can be ours IF we life under that rule.
Judges: God demonstrates to us what happens when we KNOW truth, but depart from it.
Genesis: An account of our beginnings, our moorings
Exodus/Leviticus: God’s means of deliverance and the importance of a relationship with God, the Tabernacle and how we are to worship God.
John 14:6 Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life
Numbers: God’s power to lead and protect on our journey
Deuteronomy: The conditions for blessing and the consequences for disobedience
Joshua: How to triumph over the enemy. The people are walking into the Promised Land, no longer isolated, among the culture of the damned. People who have turned away from the Light, people that God is about to destroy.
Judges: The consequence of apathy, apostasy, anarchy; we see the bondage that it brings.
“Doing what is right in our own eyes” and what that brings.
We must understand the times, so God dedicates almost ¼ of the book to the times.
Why put chapters 17-21 at the end when it belongs at the beginning? To show us what happens when men do what is right in their own eyes.
How well do YOU understand the times in which we are living, the culture?
How well do YOU understand the TRUTH?
I Chron. 12:21-22 In the culture of that time, Saul was king but was not living under God’s control.
God is rising up a great army in preparation for the time when Jesus will come and reign as King of kings and Lord of lords.
I Chron. 12:23-32 The sons of Issachar, men who understood the times, with knowledge of what Israel should do….
May WE be men and women of valor, that understand the times and know what to do because we know TRUTH and view the world Biblically, serving the church faithfully in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Judg. 17-21 Every man did what was right in his own eyes. In other words, they were shaped by the culture instead of governed by the Word of God
Judg. 17:1-5 
Ex. 20  Ten commandments
These people either do not KNOW the truth, or they have integrated the Truth into their culture, therefore prostituting it.
Judg. 17:6 In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did what was right in their own eyes.
God is explaining the culture and philosophy of the times to us. It is NOT according to Truth.
They are living in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation.
We MUST understand the times in which we live and we must know how to live in these times. What are we called to? What is this knowledge of Truth going to DO to our culture?
Judg. 17:7-8 ….to stay wherever he might find a place
Num. 35:1-8 God laid out where the Levites were to live so this Levite should not be searching “for a place”
Deut. 18:6
Judg. 17:8-9 He has no place because his inheritance is the Lord
Mal. 2:1,4-7 THIS is what Levi did
Ex. 32:14-28
Num. 25:1-13 
Problem with this Levite: He is seeking a place
Judg. 17:10 This Levite sold himself; he sold truth for silver, a suit and sustenance. He was living according to the culture of his day instead of the culture of the Word of God.
Judg. 17:12 How can Micah, an Ephraimite, consecrate a Levite?
Micah was not to have his own priest.
Did he know the truth? Maybe not (Judges 2)
Or, has he taken the truth and distorted it? He is deceived and diluted.
Judg. 18:1-2 In those days there was no king in Israel. This is the times, the days of Judges.
Judges 17-21 moves to the BEGINNING of the 340 years, not the end.
Judg. 1:34-35 The Amorites chased Dan out. Dan did not drive out the enemy. He did not STAY where he was supposed to stay and he did not DO the job he was supposed to do because he was not happy with what God allotted him.
Josh. 18-19
Are YOU happy with what God has allotted YOU?
Psalm 16:5-6 The LORD is the portion of my inheritance and my cup; You support my lot. The lines have fallen to me in pleasant places; indeed, my heritage is beautiful to me.
Judg. 18:2 Dan is walking in a lack of faith. 
Israel should be judging all of this.
Judg. 18:30-31 They SHOULD have gone to Shiloh to worship
They are doing what is right in their own eyes, the signs of the times.
Judg. 19:1 This is now pointing forward, not back.
Lev. 21:10-15 The Levites weren’t supposed to take concubines. They were only allowed to marry virgins, and only ONE!
Judg. 19:22 How did these homosexuals get away with this? It is the signs of the times. They should have been put to death according to the Law.
Moses had penned the Law, but they did not live by it.
Judg. 19:23-24 “Take my daughter" 
Judg. 19:25 “Take my concubine”
These are JEWS who KNOW the law that do this horrific thing.
Judg. 19:28-30 “What are you going to do about this abomination?”
All the people are communicating together, so you know this goes back in time.
Benjamin protects evil!! He is saying, there is no right, there is no wrong. It’s the signs of the times.
Judg. 20  Internal fighting
Judg. 20:26-27 Finally they are weeping, fasting, sacrificing and inquiring of the Lord: what they SHOULD be doing.
They lost 26,700 men! A tragedy!!
They make a stupid vow, keep it, and in the process, kill more men. 
Judg. 21:10 
Judg. 21:25 In those days, there was no king in Israel: everyone did what was right in their own eyes.
God wants us to understand the time, the culture, and how they got in this mess.
We are now living in the Post Modern times.
We have turned away from the Word of God.
Post Modernists are not impressed with reason and logic
They Distain authority
They move from the importance of the family unit, to the individual. So the individual determines what is right in his own eyes.
There is no such thing as absolute truth, rather, it is what the individual perceives.
New realities are invented.
Any belief system is only for the benefit of society. 
It deconstructs. There is no relationship between the past, present and future, so history is out the door.
They disconnect experiences and they do not relate to one another. They live for the moment.
All cultures are acceptable!!!

What does our culture need? It needs King Jesus to rule over us. Until then, we are to be God’s deliverers to introduce the culture to the Word of God.
We are to do what is right in God’s eyes.
What are we to do?
1. Pray every day and commit that day to God and ask Him to direct your steps. “I will live like Jesus. The words Jesus spoke I will speak and the works that He did, I will do.” You have been put here for “such a time as this”.
2. Remember that you are IN the world but you are not OF it. John 17:15-18. Day by day you will sanctify yourself by getting in His word.
3. Listen to those that God brings your way. Listen to the “questioner”. Give them a dialogue, not a monologue. Let them talk, then give them Truth. You can only GIVE them the Truth by LIVING the Truth.
4. Reach and teach those in the church with the Truth, because sadly, many do not understand or know the Truth.
5. Love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength. You have installed Jesus as King of kings in your life.

Understand the times and know how to live in this culture. How? By every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]
