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Men of courage and conviction wanted!
2 Chron. 16:9 For the eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His…..
The kind of men God wants and the kind of men we shouldn’t be
Judg. 9-12
Tola who judge 23 years
Jair had 30 sons and they rode on 30 donkeys and he judged for 22 years
Jephthah, a valiant warrior who judged for 6 years
Ibzan who had 30 sons and 30 daughters who judged for7 years
Elon who judged for 10 years
Abdon who had 40 sons and 30 grandsons who rode on 70 donkeys and he judged Israel 8 years.
Abimelech		Men of Shechem	     Jotham		Jephthah
Evil			Men who live among the good		Good man

Judg. 8:33 They made Baal-berith their god
Anytime something takes your focus away from God you are playing the harlot	
Baal: lord
Berith: Covenant
They take Baal and say HE is the god of covenant and go after him instead of God.
Judg. 8:34-35 Gideon was God’s man and the people are not treating his family properly and have forgotten him.
Judg. 9:1 Gideon’s judgeship reached down all the way to Shechem
Judg. 8:30-31 Abimelech means the father or my father, or father is king
Gideon left all his wives and had a concubine in Shechem, who was treated like a wife, but she did not have the right of inheritance, nor did her children.
Judg. 9:1-2 Remember, I am your closest relative.
“Rule over you”, king. 
Abimelech: The man who would be king at all cost: a man whose father was offered a kingship, but refused.
Judg. 8:22-23 We are not setting up a kingship among the Israelites
Gideon may have gotten messed up in his naming of his son.
Abimelech is evil, because he is moving out and against the will of God, going after kingship. He is a man that wants power and to rule.
Judg. 9:3 He wins the family and the family goes out to win the city. “He is our relative”.
They are doing what is right in their own eyes.
Judg. 9:4 They gave him 70 pieces of silver from the house of the false god and are supporting him in what he is going to do. He hires worthless and reckless fellows.
Judg. 9:5 He kills his brothers on one stone, but Jotham escapes.
Judg. 8:20  Jether is called firstborn, the one not brave enough yet to kill Zebah and Zalmunna.
So Jotham must have been born after Jether.
The kind of men that align themselves with Abimelech: worthless and reckless
Jews that lived 10 miles north of Shiloh, where the Tabernacle was. But they build a temple to Baal and make a covenant with him.
Temple is in the shadow of Mt. Ebal and Mt Gerizim (Josh. 8 and Deut.)
Mt. Ebal (Curses) Mt. Gerizim (blessings)
They are “what’s in it for me” kind of men.
Look at the leader, and look at the people around him. If they have no morals or principles, that’s the kind of men he will be surrounded with.
Evil men will be like a magnet that attracts more evil men.
The men of Shechem knew what Abimelech had just done, killing his brothers.
What you put before your eyes goes right on the screen of your mind.
Jotham escapes by the sovereignty of God.
Judg. 9:7 Very first parable in the Bible.
Judg. 9:8-13 The olive, fig and vine say no to ruling over them.
Judg. 9:14-15 They turn to the bramble and the bramble accepts.
He is not a man who will accept any other men to make decisions.
All the other trees bring forth fruit, the bramble only brings thorns.
Judg. 9:16 Jotham speaks to the men who have put Abimelech in power.
When you find an evil ruler, you find evil men who put him willingly in power.
Abimelech ruled 3 years.
Judg. 9:16-17 The men of Shechem were not men of principle and morals because they did not take care of Gideon and his family.
When you elect any man or woman to office, elect a person of truth, integrity and one who respects righteousness and despises brambles.
Judg. 9:19-20 If you’ve dealt in integrity, then God’s blessing be upon you, but if not, let God’s judgment be upon you.
We know nothing else of Jotham, but the world needs more men like him.
Judg. 9:22-24 Abimelech rules over Israel for 3 years and GOD sends an evil spirit between him and the men of Shechem.
Judg. 9:28-29 Gaal, just like Abimelech, is evil; another contender for the throne. There will always be another contender for the throne of evil.
John Huss: from Prague, 1415, stood for righteousness. Given two options: recant, or die. (Christian History Magazine: www.christianhistoryinstitute.org) 
Judg. 10:6-8 
Judg. 10:10-17 God says He will deliver them no more. Israel repented and the Lord could bear their misery no longer.
Judg. 11:1 Jephthah, a valiant warrior, the son of a harlot, yet he determines that his past is not going to cloud his future.
Judg. 11:8 
Judg. 11:10-11 Mizpah on the east of the Jordan
Jephthah is a man of knowledge, reason, and not just coming to kill and destroy. He discusses with his enemy , before fighting.
Judg. 11:13 
Yasser Arafat: Palestinian political leader;  talked peace, but never intended peace. Leader of the PLO (Palestinian Liberation Organization)
Judg. 11:21 
Judg. 11:23 God gave Israel the land.
Judg. 11:26 You’ve had 300 years to take it back, why want it back now?
Why ask for land that God has given to Israel?
Jephthah takes them back to the word of God.
Then he makes a vow to God.
His one and only child, his daughter comes out to meet him.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Judg. 11:35 Jephthah is a man of integrity; he keeps his vow.
She was either put to death or made a virgin for the rest of her life and served in the temple.
Judg. 11:36 He had evidently spent time with his daughter, because she knew about covenant.
“It’s not the critic that counts, nor the man who points out how the strong man stumbled or where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust, sweat, blood who strives valiantly. Whose errs come short again and again, who knows the great enthusiasm, the great devotions and sends himself in a worthwhile cause, who at the best knows, in the end, the triumph of high achievement and who at the worst, if he fails, at least he fails at doing greatly, so that his place will never be with those cold and timid souls who do not know victory or defeat.” Theodore Roosevelt
Remember Jepthah, not for his daughter, but for his stand for God.
Judges 9-12, think of all these men, but think of Jotham, who saw the evil and spoke up for righteousness.
We need men of valor, men who keep their word, even if it costs them great personal sacrifice.
Why are evil men able to rule? Why do others come around them and applaud them for their evil doings?





