Judges
Lesson 6
Kay Arthur

Beware of becoming weary in your walk with the Lord.
Heb. 11:32-39 God’s final word about Samson is approval
[bookmark: _GoBack]Judg. 13:3 Called from birth
Angel of the Lord appeared to Samson’s parents, Himself!
He also appeared to Abraham and Sarah, another barren couple
Judg. 13:3-5 He shall begin to deliver Israel from the hands of the Philistines
Judg. 13:6 
Is. 9:6
Samson is consecrated from birth ( I would add from conception as he is not born yet)
He will be a Nazarite from birth.
Num. 6:2-4  ….all the days of his separation. 
Samson, this man of faith, as a judge that began to deliver Israel from the Philistines, was to be a Nazarite for his whole life.
Num. 6:18,21 Dedicated hair was shaved and burned off as a symbol of his Nazarite vow being completed.
Beware of being weary.
He would never get near a dead PERSON.
Num. 6:6 Person -   Nephesh/soul
Lev. 21:10-11  The High Priest also had this same restriction
The Law of the Nazarite:
1. Nothing from the vine
2. No haircut
3. Can’t go near a dead person
4. All the days of his separation are holy. He is separated and consecrated unto God
Num. 6:8
Rom. 15:4 
As Samson was called from his birth, so are WE.
John 15:16 You didn’t choose Me, I chose YOU! Whatever you ask in My name, I will give it.
Judg. 15:15-9 God provided water for His servant.
Eph. 2:8-10 
Notice the cities Samson lived in. He didn’t go very far, but God used Him mightily.
Judg. 13:24-25 Remember this is OT times, and the Spirit would come and go, He did not indwell people until until AFTER the cross
Judg. 14:6  His strength is NOT in his hair. His strength is in the Lord and in his commitment to the Lord. His hair is a sign of his consecration and vow. When Delilah cut his hair his VOW was broken.
Judg. 14:19 He is a man that is moved by the power of the Spirit of the Lord.
Judg. 15:14 
I have the Spirit of the Lord indwelling ME!
Acts 1:4-8 We receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon us. He gives us our power.
I Cor. 12:13 Baptism of the Holy Spirit is Salvation.
For by One Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of One Spirit.
I Cor. 6:19-20 The temple is your body and the Holy Spirit indwells you.
Rom. 8:9
Judg. 16:20 Samson is so in love with Delilah he becomes worn down. 
Judg. 16:16 His soul was annoyed to death. He was weary and worn out by her.
Be warry of being weary, tired of people that are going to come against you and wear you down.
I Cor. 15:33
Samson was where he should not have been. He was in Gaza, in a harlot’s house.
Here is a man of faith, ordained by God, consecrated by God from the womb and is to be consecrated for life. God raised him up to begin to deliver Israel from the Philistines who had persecuted Israel for 40 years, longer than anyone else.
Judg. 16:16-17 Not weak because he has lost his hair, but because he has broken his vow.
Gal. 5:7 
2 Cor. 6:14 We are to be separate just like Samson
We are in the world, but we are not to be part of the world. I am to stand and be salt, light and a witness to the world; rescuing them, giving them the gospel.
2 Cor. 6:14-17
I. Samson lived in the times of the enemy triumphing
Philistines: Immigrants that were descendants of Ham, Gen. 10:14
Jud. 16 They worshiped Dagon
I Sam. 5; 31:10 They worshiped Ashtaroth
They were NOT conquered under Joshua
These were people that had learned to smelt iron and they made their spears out of the iron, which crushed the Israelites bronze spears.
II. Samson lived between two great battles.
Battle of Aphek and the Battle of Mizpah
I Sam. 7:1-2 The 20 years that Samson was the judge. Samuel is born 2 years after Samson became the judge.
I Sam. 4:17  Eli is the priest at Shiloh, with his wicked sons Hophni and Phinehas who are dead and the ark of God was taken
I Sam 7: 6-14 Israel defeats the Philistines
Samson’s role was like a detractor, a sniper. He kept the Philistines busy and they kept trying to get rid of him.
Judg. 16:5 They are still plotting to get rid of Samson because he was still tormenting them.
The enemy without was what Samson physically battled. He lost that battle because he never conquered the battle with the enemy within; women
Judg. 13 “Get me that woman”
Judg. 16 He sees the harlot
Beware of growing weary and beware of the enemy within.
Heb. 12:1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.
If you don’t conquer the enemy within with the Word of God, the enemy without is going to get you and trap you with the enemy within.
Samson should have had a time of vigilance.
I Pet. 5:8-9  Satan roams about seeking whom he may devour.
Rev. 2-3 God’s words to the churches
III. Samson was humiliated by sin and so was his God
Judg. 16:19-21 Part of his problem was his eyes. He saw, he desired.
Matt. 5:29  You must deal with the enemy
This man is blind, bound and grinding for the enemy.
Judg. 16:23-24 
Samson became weary and in his weariness he gave HIMSELF into the hands of the enemy.
He gave the enemies of God a reason to blaspheme God.
We are called to a life of consecration.
IV. Samson triumphed in the end. He did not give up and quit.
Judg. 16:28 He kills more Philistines in his death than he did in his life.
Gal. 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 
