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Judges marks 340-350 years in Israel’s history
The book of Judges never tells us what those periods of rest were like. Why?
God wants you to know what you do when nations, people turn their backs on God. Arise and call on God.
Forty years of rest has passed, and 7 years of oppression.
Judg. 6:2-5 Israel, who was supposed to be the head, is now the tail.
Camels could go for 100 miles without stopping, with just a rider. If you took your baggage, up to 400 pounds, and a rider, that camel could go 28 miles in a day. The camels could go up to 7 days without water. They were a tremendous force coming up against Israel. 
For 7 years this oppression went on.
This is the setting for Judges 6 and Gideon.
Judg. 6:7-10 You shall not fear!
Fear: being afraid
Why fear the GODS of these people? Fear ME!! If I fear Him I will obey Him. Fear of the Lord and obedience go together. You cannot separate the two.
Judg. 6:11 
Every angel that shows up in the Bible, shows up like a man.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Gideon is threshing wheat in a wine press. You don’t thresh wheat in a wine press you thresh wheat outside so the wind can catch the chaff and blow it away so the wheat can fall to the ground.
Gideon’s focus is preservation.  His focus is not going to solve his problem.
The problem is his enemy the Midianites. He is hiding instead of gathering with a group of men and solving the problem.
A prophet had to come and tell him the problem and how he got there.
Prov. 29:25 The fear of man brings a snare, but he who trusts in the LORD will be exalted.
The greatest problem we face, as Christians, is fear: Fear of death, man, the enemy and fear of failure and a LACK of fear for God. If we had the proper fear of God, it would take care of all the fears.
We would not be ruled by the enemy if we feared God the way we should.
We should not be hiding but planning a God given and God directed strategy.
Judg. 6:12 “Oh Valiant Warrior” Is YOU
Ex. 15:1-3 The Lord is a warrior: The Lord is His name
(Dorie VanStone has a book: “Dorie,The girl nobody loved”. Quite a story”)
Judg. 6:12 The Lord is with you Oh Valiant Warrior
2 Tim. 2:3-4 Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.
John 15:16  “You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give it to you.”
Ecc. 8:8….and there is no discharge in the time of war, and evil will not deliver those who practice it.
Judg. 6:13 If the Lord is with us, why are we in this condition?
The Lord is going to take Gideon from right where he is, in all of his frailty and weakness, and deliver His people from their enemies with Gideon and 300 men.
Judg. 6:14 “Go in your strength.”
Judg. 6:12 The Lord is with you…..that is Gideon’s strength
Matt. 28:19-20 …and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.
2 Cor. 12:10 Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.
What is the strength of the Lord? It’s what God promises, it’s believing who God is, it’s knowing I am called a valiant warrior and I’ve got the Mighty Warrior with me and I’m going in that strength. 
God never calls you on the basis of your ability.
1 Cor. 1:26-31 No flesh should glory in His presence.
Judg.7:2 Israel would become boastful saying, “My own power has delivered me.”
Josh. 1:9 Strength and courage come from faith.
Believing God and taking Him at His word.
God takes Gideon and teaches, prepares him and trains him for this great victory.
He brings him from a place of fear to a place of confidence.
Judg. 6:21-22 
Judg. 6:23 
Remember, one of the fears that man has, that rules him, is death.
Heb. 2:14-15 Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.
The sting of death is taken away
Is. 26:3 The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, because he trusts in You.
Jehovah Shalom: The Lord is peace
God, now, is going to build the trust in this valiant warrior.
We are already enlisted, through salvation, now He is taking us through a process.
Judg. 6:24  This altar is right by the battlefield 
Judg. 6:25  Instructions of what to do
Judg. 6:26 You don’t cut down the enemy’s altar without building an altar to God
Judg. 6:27 Fear of man, yes, but he still obeyed! 
Prov. 29:25 The fear of man brings a snare, but he who trusts in the Lord will be exalted.
Judg. 6:36-39 Fleece test. The fleece shows me God rather than Gideon. God is patient and meets us where we are.
Ps. 34:4 I sought the Lord, and He answered me, and delivered me from all my fears.
Judg. 7 Go find those that are trembling and fearful and send them home.
Ps. 56:3 When I am afraid, I will put my trust in You.
Judg. 7:10-11 
Gideon is ready to go. No more fear.
He wins the battle with the sword of the Lord and Gideon.
He wins the battle because he has the word of God
Judg. 8:1-21
Gideon is the Kinsman Redeemer
Gideon, the father, does the work, when the son is too afraid.
Another generation is going to be raised up.
God is looking for valiant warriors. 
Believe God. Take Him at His word.
Occupy until He comes. Don’t sit back and watch the world and the culture degenerate; don’t run the white flag up and surrender out of fear of death. Stand fast. Stand firm. Having done all, stand firm, Oh valiant warrior.
I Cor. 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.
 


	


