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How can we have victory over the enemies that surround us?
Gen. 3:14 God is speaking to the serpent that has just seduced Eve. He had just told her a lie. The lie: She could act in disobedience to God and not die.
Gen. 3:5 “For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
Rom. 5:12 Results of Adam eating the fruit
John 8:44 “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”	
Rev. 12:9-10; 20:2 The great dragon, the serpent of old, the devil and Satan
Gen. 3:15 First promise of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the One who would defeat the enemy
There will be war until Jesus comes back. There is going to be enmity until Satan is crushed.
I John 5:19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.
Ps. 51:5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me.
Phil. 2:15 So that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world
Rom. 15:4 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 
Our enemies are not necessarily people groups, but maybe other religions that would seek to obliterate us, or things that would seek to entice us and bring us back into the domain of darkness of the evil one because we CHOSE to believe a lie, rather than the truth, and we are reaping the consequences. But Faith is how we have victory, nothing more, nothing less.
Faith is listening to God’s voice, God’s Word and acting/living accordingly.
Believe and Obey go together.
Judg. 2:1-2 They were not listening to God
Judg.3:3-6 They did not drive out their enemies, so God ceased His power in driving them out.
Deut. 7:3-4 They were not to intermarry with the enemy.
One act of disobedience will lead to another and another, deeper and deeper into sin
1373 B.C. – 1020B.C  The dark days of Judges
1390 B.C. – 1050 B.C. If you don’t believe in an early Exodus
Syncretism:  An attempted union or reconciliation of diverse or opposite tenets or practices. 
What happens because they do not listen to God? Not walking by faith?
Judg. 2:10 This generation does not know the Lord or the work He did for Israel.
Judg. 21:25 In  those days there was no king in Israel…..
Judg. 2:11-12 They didn’t deny God, they just added other gods
Anger: meant that it grieved God.
Judg. 2:13-14 This anger meant a flaring of the nostrils
God knows that what they are going to do is going to destroy them and keep them from Him.
Judg. 2:14 The same thing happens to us: When we believe the lie from the enemy that we can disobey God and get away with it.
Judg. 2:15 
Deut. 28:13 The Lord will make you the head and not the tail, and you only will be above, and you will not be underneath, if you listen to the commandments of the Lord your God, which I charge you today, to observe them carefully
God raised up a judge because they cried out to God in their desperation.
Lam. 3:22-23 The Lord’s lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, for His compassions never fail. They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.
They continue in the cycle because they do not repent.
I John 5:4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world – our faith.
John 16:33 “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”
Enemies of Israel
Judg. 3:3, 10, 12 
Mesopotamia: thought to be the Habiru people
Moabites: Sons of Lot and one of his daughters   Gen. 19:37
Canaanites  Gen. 9:25-27 They were cursed by God and to be the servants of Shem and from Shem comes Abraham and from Abraham comes the Jewish people.  
Midianites: come from the 4th son of Abrahams 2nd wife, Keturah, after Sarah died. Joseph was sold to the Midianites. Moses fled from Pharaoh to Midian. It is present day Saudi Arabia.
Num. 25:1-9  They joined the Moabites in wanting God to curse the people in the days of Balaam. They became the leaders of sexual sin.
Ammonites: product of Lot’s other daughter when she slept with her father. 
Gen. 19:38 As for the younger (daughter), she also bore a son, and called his name Ben-ammi; he is the father of the sons of Ammon to this day.
Gen. 10:14 First mention of the Philistines, descendant of Ham. 
Gen. 21:32-34  So they made a covenant at Beersheba; and Abimelech and Phicol, the commander of his army, arose and returned to the land of the Philistines.
The land of the Philistines is around present day Gaza, the Gaza strip.
They combined with the people of the Aegean Sea but they never owned the land of Canaan. This is where the Palestinians get their name from today.
Israel, in those days, was surrounded by their enemies and they allowed them to stay in the land.
Today, they are surrounded by Arab nations, who do not believe in God.
If YOU don’t drive out the enemy and deal with it as you should, you will be defeated.
Behind every defeat you are going to find a lack of faith
1. An act of disobedience. Somewhere you have bought in to a lie
2. Have a plan to know God.  Judg. 2:10; 3:1-2 
3. You must know how to fight the battle. Judg. 3:1-2 
The judge knew how to fight and go to war.
4. Be with people who have experienced war and had victory
Judg. 3:9 Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother. Othniel hung around a great man. Othniel means force of God.
Judg. 3:10 The Spirit of the Lord came upon him
5. You need to unite. You don’t fight this battle on your own.
Judg. 3:12-23 Ehud: a left-handed man in a right-handed world and God used that to his advantage.
Ehud: Means unify; to collect. Ehud united the people
Judg. 3:28
6. Use whatever God has given you, to fight
Judg. 3:31 Shamgar: he was the son of Anath named for the Canaanite god of sex and war. He had an ungodly heritage and used an oxgoad to deliver the people.
If you are going to have victory over your enemies, you use whatever God has given you.
2 Cor. 12:9 And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.

(Dunkirk is a fabulous movie)
They didn’t come out of that cycle because they didn’t have a change of mind, they didn’t walk according to God’s Word. Instead, they did what was right in their own eyes. There was a syncretism and there cannot be, there must be a purity of faith.
