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[bookmark: _GoBack]How do we get from victory to defeat?
Judg. 1:1-3 ALL the land had not yet been occupied. There were still more enemies
Remember, Simeon’s territory was within Judah’s territory
Judg. 1:4-7 Story of Adoni-bezek
They are walking in obedience to the Lord but they should have killed Adoni-bezek, even though he died in Jerusalem
“Lex talionis”: latin for the law of retribution
Judg. 1:8-11 
Judg. 1:17 Utterly destroyed the enemy
Judg. 1:18-19 The Lord was with Judah because he obeyed the Lord
Judg. 1:19 “They could not drive out the inhabitants of the valley because they had iron chariots”  Why couldn’t they drive them out?
Ex. 23:27-33 They shall not live in your land for they will become a snare to you
The iron chariots were no match for God. Was it that Judah didn’t have enough faith to take the valley? Was his focus on the chariots instead of God?
Judg. 1:21 But…they did not drive them out… they were NOT to allow the enemy to live in the land.
Judg. 1:27-28 But..they did not drive them out…
Beth: means “house of”  Beth-shean
Judg. 1:29-30 But they did not drive them out…
Judg. 1:31-32 The Asherites lived among the Canaanites, now Asher lives among them: now the enemy is more dominant
Judg. 1:33-34 Dan was driven out
Judg. 1:35-36
Judg. 2:1 Bochim means weepers
God wants us to get the message: The angel of the Lord, a theophany, comes from Gilgal: this is where God met with Abraham.
Gilgal is where the children camped with Joshua, where their men were circumcised. It is a place of listening, obedience, and celebration with God.
They go from a place of victory and meeting with God, to a place of weeping.
Judg. 2:1-2 You have not obeyed Me
We see a creeping disobedience, a toleration of incomplete obedience to God.
Judg. 6:7-10 Days of the Midianite’s oppression
God keeps speaking to them, providing an opportunity to turn back to Him.
Do you delight in Him?
Judg. 10:10-16 The sons of Israel cry out to God, but He said, “I will deliver you no more!” Yet, the sons of Israel put away their foreign gods and served the Lord. So, God heard them once again.
Judg. 2:3-4 The people SAW how far they had fallen, they wept, but it did not change them.
Judg. 2:6-10 The author of Judges goes back and explains HOW they got to this place. They obeyed as long as Joshua and the elders were alive, but once they died, this generation that did NOT know the Lord or what He had done for them, did NOT follow God.
Deut. 6:4-9 The failed to follow this command
Deut. 6:1-11 They did not teach their children 
Deut. 6:12-15 
Judg. 2:11 The sons of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord
This is the world we live in: our children do not know God, we have not taught our children about God and we have become apathetic about the ways of God
Judg. 2:12-15 
Deut. 28:13-14 The crops were NOT coming in because they were being disobedient to the Lord
Judg. 2:16-17 so they served the Baals to see if THEY would bring in the crops
Judg. 2:18-21 
Lam. 3:22-23
The time of the Judges is not a time of victory, but of defeat.
340-350 years characterized by Apathy, Apostasy and Anarchy 
Apathy: “I can’t do anything about it”
Apostasy: Departing from something you once held to be true
Anarchy: “Don’t tell ME what to do. I know what to do. I know what’s right and what’s wrong.”
It COULD have been 340-350 years of glory and blessing from God if only they had held fast to the Lord.
On July 4th, in 1776, 56 men signed the Declaration of Independence. It’s only 224 years to the beginning of the Millennia!! (year 2000) That 340-350 years is longer than we have even been a nation!  
Historical Setting of Judges:   Judges 1:1 – Judges 3:6
Judges 17-21  give the moral tone, the consequences.
Judg. 17:1-7  Time of idolatry, a Jewish man making an idol and a Jewish mother encouraging him to do so.
Judg. 17:6 In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did what was right in his own eyes.  
Judg. 17:9  Opportunism.  This Levite is going to stay in whatever place he can find. He was NOT supposed to do that. He was supposed to help the people walk with the Lord and teach them.
Judg. 19  Immorality, infidelity, homosexuality and sexual brutality.
Judg. 20 Tolerance of sin and civil war
Judg. 21 Twisting of the law
Judges 17-21 are the bookends of Judges, so that we understand the setting
Judg. 3:7 – 16:31 is the history of the Judges, the times of the Judges
God wants to make a sharp contrast between the book of Joshua and the book of Judges. He shows us the results of incomplete obedience and the awful effects of sin on a nation.
This is where disobedience leads. 
In Joshua: Victory through faith’s obedience; they were strong and courageous.
In Judges: They did not listen/obey. Defeat through compromise
In Joshua: Recognized the kingship of God
In Judges: There was not a king in Israel, not even God!
In Joshua: One leader, God
In Judges: Many judges and God was with the judge, but when the judge died, they went right back to their evil lifestyle
In Joshua:  Strong, courageous, obedient
In Judges: Weak, compromised, defeated
In Joshua: They did exploits
In Judges: They are exploited
In Joshua: Knew war
In Judges: They did not understand war
Don’t compromise; don’t live like in the days of Judges.
Num. 32:23  
You are headed from victory to defeat when you begin to tolerate sin and disobedience in your life.
Go therefore, and conquer the enemy.



 	
