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What is it that causes us success and peace during times of persecution and distress?
Josh. 9-12
Josh. 1: 7-8 
Prosperous: to accomplish satisfactorily what is intended
Success: sakal – a process of thinking through a complex arrangement of thoughts resulting in wise dealing. You are using your common sense in a very practical way which makes something successful.
It’s one thing for us to know the Word of God but it is another thing to live it out in the way God intended for us to live it out successfully.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Four “Musts” in Joshua 9 – 12
1. You and I must stay in constant communication with God  Joshua 9
Joshua has conquered Jericho, Ai and the five kings. 
Josh. 9:2-6 Gibeon didn’t join with the five kings. Most of the inhabitants got ready to fight, but not Gibeon. They had a kind of respect for God.
Covenant: karath beriyth – solemn binding agreement
Ex. 23:32 Israel knows what God says about covenant. They have just had this read to them at the Mount of Gerizim and Mount Gebal
Deut. 20:10-18 
Josh. 9:7-13 
Josh. 9:14 They did not ask for the counsel of the Lord. They acted according to their own understanding, without consulting God. They were deceived by what their eyes saw.
We can forget that which reminds and protects and directs us about who God is when we get busy with the work of the Lord. Prayer and study must be constant.
We don’t go by what we see, but only by what God tells us.
Prov. 3:5-6
Deut. 30:20 Love the Lord your God by obeying Him and holding fast to Him.
You hold fast to God by praying, which is communication with God.
They knew the Word of God, but they were being governed by what they saw.
Eve listened to the person that she could hear and by what she saw on the tree.
What have YOU looked at that made you forget God?
Have your circumstances caused you to forget God?
Josh. 7 Achan: he thought he could have it and get away with it
What giants are looming before you that have made you forget to look to God for His counsel? 
Num. 20:8-12 Moses looks at the people instead of remembering what God said, he struck the rock, got angry, and then misses what God has, obedience. 	
In times of busyiness, distress, economic crisis and impending doom or in times of plenty, it’s easy to forget God. 
Jer. 13:11 “For as the waistband clings to the waist of a man, so I made the whole household of Israel and the whole household of Judah cling to Me,’ declares the LORD,  ‘that they might be for Me a people, for renown, for praise and for glory; but they did not listen.”
Josh. 9:15-16 They hear that they are living within the land, they’ve been hoodwinked and deceived.
2. Honor the covenant that God has for you 
 Heb. 10:20 We come to God through the rent veil of Jesus’ flesh. 
We are no longer our own and we are bought with a price. We must honor God through our flesh.
Josh. 9:18 The sons of Israel did NOT strike them. Three days ago they had cut covenant with them.
“Your disobedience does not excuse you from further obedience to God’s commands in the situation that you created by your disobedience. “
Josh. 9:19-20 
God is the Sovereign administrator of ALL covenants
Mal. 2:14-17 Marriage is a covenant
If YOU will honor God in that covenant, God will come right along and be your Covenant Partner and He will lead you to victory.
Josh. 10:6 
Ex. David and Jonathan exchange robes and weapons signifying becoming covenant partners. Your family is my family. Your enemies are my enemies.	
Josh. 10:7-8 Not one of them will stand before you
Josh. 10:10,12-14 
2 Sam. 21:6-7 Hundreds of years later this happens
2 Sam. 21:1 David communes with God asking what he should do to end the famine. 
2 Sam. 21:1 Saul had broken covenant by putting the Gibeonites to death. They were protected forever because of the covenant, and Saul knew that.
2 Sam. 21:3-6 Horrible consequences for breaking Covenant.
2 Sam. 21:7 Mephibosheth was spared because of another covenant; the covenant between David and Johnathan. 
Why the famine? The judgment? Because a covenant was made and broken.
Woe to us when we break covenant.
3. You must not compromise
Our arms are not to be around the necks of the enemy! 
2 Chron. 19:2” Should you help the wicked and love those who hate the LORD and so bring wrath on yourself from the LORD?”
Josh. 10:16-27 All these great kings are lying on the ground and these leaders put their feet on the necks of the kings. “Do not fear or be dismayed!! Be strong and courageous, for this the Lord will do to all your enemies with whom you fight.”
Josh. 10:28-40  “Utterly destroyed” and “Leave absolutely no survivor”
Josh. 10:40 Utterly destroyed all who breathed, just as the Lord, the God of Israel, had commanded. 
Gen. 15:16 They were not allowed to go in and take the land until the cup of iniquity of the Amorites was full. 
They all knew what God had done, but they had turned away.
2 Cor. 6:17 Come out from among them and be ye separate and touch not the unclean thing.    Don’t cohabitate with the enemy.
We have enemies! Things that wage war against our soul.
We live in an amoral society. What does the BOOK say?
Heb. 13:4 Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge. 
I John 5:19  We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 
We are to rescue those that want to come under Covenant with God, but the rest, are our enemies.
Heb. 13:8 Our God changes not, nor does the Word of God.
According to the Koran, we are infidels and are to be put to death.
The enemy must be dealt with, in the way God tells us through His Word.
4. You must not be afraid.
Josh. 11:1-9 Do not be afraid because of them…God fights for them. 
Josh. 1:9
When we fear, it keeps us from possessing our possessions.
Josh. 11:7-12  He utterly destroyed them
Josh. 11:23 Thus the land had rest from war.
Faith brings rest; walking in obedience, trusting God and not being afraid.
Josh. 12:1 
When you are in communication with God, remembering you are in Covenant with Him, you aren’t afraid when dealing with the enemy: you receive a rest of faith. 
You will be able to list your victories, NOT defeats.
What’s your string of victories? What enemies have YOU conquered?
A wrong covenant was made because they did not seek the counsel of the Lord.
Pray that we will never neglect those moments of solitude with God, so that we stay in communion with Him. 
Nothing matters but: Have I been faithful? Have I been obedient?
God, how do YOU measure my life?
Thank you for fighting for me, and saving me, and helping me to be more than a conqueror through Your Son, the Valiant Warrior.
2 Tim. 4:7-8 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.
May we faithfully pray for one another.

	
