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It’s War: Whose side will God be on?
Josh. 5:13 
This is the week following Passover
Josh. 5:14 No, I come as the captain as the host of the Lord.
Are WE on God’s side?
Josh. 5:13-15 “What has my lord to say to his servant?”
Josh. 6 Battle of Jericho
Josh. 7 Battle of Ai - defeat
Josh. 8 Battle of Ai - victory
The Bible does not teach passivity for nations, but individuals. He does not teach “Do not kill” but “Do not murder”.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Gen. 15:14, 16 
God uses nations to rebuke and to judge	
Hab. 1:2-3, 5 I am doing something in your days that  - You would not believe if you were told.
Hab. 1:6-7, 11 God takes heathen people and nations to judge His holy nation of Israel. 
Hab. 1:12 We will not die, but You have established them to correct/judge
Dan. 4:34-35 ….but He does according to His will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of earth; and no one can ward off His hand or say to Him, “What have You done?”
September 11th had a purpose.
Hab. 2:1-3 Stand
Hab. 2:6, 9,12,15,19-20  A list of “woes”	Idolatry
Hab. 2:20 But the Lord is in His holy temple, let all the world keep silent before Him
Hab. 3:2 ….in wrath, remember mercy
Hab. 3:17-19 We can trust and rest in our God
Why they had victory at Jericho: they believed and obeyed God
Josh. 6 The presence of God was with them, in the midst
Because the walls fell down straight means they weren’t pushed in and they weren’t pushed out. God did it.
Josh. 6:16-18 God makes sure they know they are NOT to take anything under the ban.
Herem or Cherem: that which is devoted to destruction or the treasury of God. People, places, materials that are off limits.
When you go in to fight that battle, watch your eyes!!! Every single thing in Jericho was God’s. He would do with it all exactly as He pleased.
Don’t covet it and don’t take it.
On the 7th day, shout, but warning: Don’t take what is under the ban.
Josh. 6:26 Joshua pronounces a curse on that city, should anyone try to rebuild that city.
In this battle, they didn’t lose one single person.
Josh. 6:1 Jericho was tightly shut because of the spies.
The ark of the covenant was there by God’s command. You can have the symbol of God there and not have God there.
1 Sam. 4:1-3 Undoubtedly they thought they needed the ark with them in order to win the battle. The Philistines tremble, they remember the stories of Jericho, yet, Israel loses and they lose the ark of God. The symbol of God was in their midst, but HE was not there.
Problem: Eli had two wicked sons – Hophni and Phinehas – and Eli had not restrained his sons
I Sam. 4:12-18 God put them to death because of their sins.
Eli, a very fat man, falls back and breaks his neck, and dies.
Josh. 7:1-5a Remember, Joshua does not know this yet
The men of Ai struck down 36 men of Israel. Those 36 men did not need to die, but there was sin in the camp.
We are to be in the lane of obedience.
Josh. 7:6 Joshua and the elders did exactly what was required of them.
Josh. 7:7 Joshua only knows that they have had a tremendous defeat 
Josh. 7:8-9 Joshua is concerned for God’s great name.
Is. 45:6-7 …there is no one besides Me. I am the Lord, and there is no other.
Deut. 32:39 ..It is I who put to death and give life. I have wounded and it is I who heal, and there is no one who can deliver from My hand. 
We need more than comfort for our pain: we need the message for our nation that can bring genuine healing rather than just a salve on our wound.
Josh. 7:10-12 Israel has sinned!!! They have transgressed MY covenant and even taken some of the things under the ban…… therefore the sons of Israel cannot stand before their enemies.
In Jericho they are blessed: in Ai they are cursed. Problem? The sin that happens between the battles.
Victory – but if there is sin – defeat
Num. 32:23 Be sure your sins will find you out.
Josh. 7:12 I will not be with you anymore…..UNLESS
Deut. 23:14 Since the Lord your God walks in the midst of your camp to deliver you and to defeat your enemies before you, therefore your camp must be holy.
Deut. 23:12-13 
Can America survive if there is unholiness in our camp?
What does God say to the church?
I Cor. 11:25-32  Observing communion in holiness
Christ died for sin! So we remember His death for our sin.
If we don’t judge ourselves, God will judge us.
I Cor. 5:1-2 There is immorality among you, IN the church!
Josh. 7:19 Give glory to the Lord…Don’t hide your sin
Josh. 7:20-25  “When I saw..then I coveted”” watch what you see
Prov. 23:7 As a man thinks within himself, so he is.
Prov. 4:23 Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it flow the springs of life.
Josh. 7:25  “Why have you troubled us?”
We, as Americans, have allowed sin to be in the camp.
Josh. 8:1 Victory   God says, “I have given Ai to you”
Different battle tactic. God is always true to His character, but He doesn’t always do things the same way.
If we want victory, we have to do what God says. We must be obedient to the Lord.
They know God’s plan and strategy because they are listening to Him.
Josh. 8:8 See, I have commanded you. Once again, God is judging people.
Josh. 8:9 Joshua spent that night among the people, because they needed him among the people.





