History of the Tribes of Israel
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Jacob, the Father of Israel
Gen. 30-31 Laban & Jacob part ways
Gen. 31:49 “Mizpah” = watchtower. May the Lord keep watch between you and me
Gen. 32  Jacob about to confront Esau
Gen. 32:24 Jacob wrestles with God
Gen. 32:28 Name changed to Israel  (35:9)
Gen. 33       Jacob and Esau make amends
Gen. 33:19 Jacob buys land Shechem Succoth for 100 pieces of silver
Gen. 34:1-2 Dinah is raped by Shechem – son of Hamor the Hivite
Gen. 34:7 First time the land is called Israel

Jacob’s wives and concubines:
Rachel		Leah				
Benjamin		Reuben			
Joseph		Simeon	 	
			Levi
Bilhah		Judah
Dan			Issachar
Naphtali		Zebulun

			Zilpah
			Gad
			Asher

#1 Reuben:
Gen. 29:32 The Lord saw that Leah was not loved – His solution? Reuben
“It is because the Lord has seen my misery. Surely my husband will love me now.”
Gen. 30:14  Reuben brings mandrakes to Leah and Rachel asks for some
Gen. 35:22 Reuben commits incest with Bilhah, Jacob’s concubine, and Jacob knows
Gen. 37:21-24 Reuben rescued Joseph from being murdered by his brothers and suggested he be thrown into a pit (with no water) so that he could restore him to his father.
Gen. 37:29  Reuben returned to the pit to find Joseph gone and he tore his garments. He had nothing to do with his being sold
Gen. 37:30 He returned to his brothers and said, “The boy is not here; as for me, where am I to go?”
Gen. 42:22 He answered his brothers after Joseph request/demands they leave one of the brothers in his prison, but the rest go carry grain for the famine of their households. “Did I not tell you, ‘Do not sin against the boy; and you would not listen, now comes the reckoning of his blood.’”  So they left Simeon.
Gen. 42:37 Reuben spoke to his father saying, “You may put my two sons to death if I do not bring him (Benjamin) back to you; put him in my care, and I will return him to you.”
Gen. 46:8 Reuben went to Egypt with Jacob
Gen. 46:9 Reuben’s sons: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron & Carmi
Gen. 48:5 Jacob equates Joseph’s two sons born to him in Egypt as the same as HIS first two sons Reuben and Simeon. Jacob says they’re HIS.
Gen. 48:6 But your offspring that have been born AFTER them, shall be yours; they shall be called by the names of their brothers in their inheritance.
Gen. 49:3 “Reuben, you are my firstborn; My might and the beginning of my strength, preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power.”
Gen. 49:4 “Uncontrolled as water, you shall not have preeminence because you went up to your father’s bed; then you defiled it – he went up to my couch.”
There are consequences for sin. Jacob had forgiven him, but the consequences remained.
Ex. 1:2 Reuben and his household went up to Egypt with Jacob.
Ex. 6:14 Sons of Reuben also went up: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron & Carmi
Num. 1:5 Moses is told to take a census of all the congregation of the sons of Israel….from 20 years old and older who are able to go out to war in Israel. He and Aaron were to number them by their armies. Men of each tribe – each one head of his father’s household.
“These are the names of the men who shall stand with you: 
Of Reuben: Elizur the son of Shedeur
Num. 1:20-21 Reuben’s numbered men: 46,500
Num. 2:10 Placed on south side of camp: Elizur the son of Shedeur
Num. 2:11 Reuben’s army, even their numbered men: 46,500
Num. 7:10 Leaders offered their dedication offering for the altar when it was anointed
Num. 7:11 One leader each day. 1st day was Judah, 2nd day was Issachar, 3rd day was Zebulun, 4th day was Elizur, son of Shedeur, leader of the sons of Reuben.
Num. 10:18 Sons of Israel set out for their journey (vs. 12) Judah, Issachar and Zebulun first, then Gershon and Merari, Levites, carrying the Tabernacle, then Reuben, according to their armies, set out with Elizur the son of Shedeur over its army. 
Num. 13:4 Shammua son of Zaccur, of the tribe of Reuben, sent to spy out the land. Part of the “bad report” brought back to Israel.
Num. 16:1 Korah…..sons of Reuben took action and rose up against Moses and Aaron, “…..why do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the Lord?”
Num. 16:24 God singled out Korah (great grandson of Levi), Dathan & Abiram (sons of Eliab, great grandsons of Reuben), the ground opened up and swallowed them up with all that was theirs and they went down alive into Sheol (vs. 33)
Num. 26:5 Census:  Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron and Carmi – 43,730
Num. 26:8 The son of Pallu: Eliab
Num. 26:9 The sons of Eliab: Nemuel, Dathan and Abiram
Num. 32     Reuben and the sons of Gad had an exceedingly large number of livestock and the land on the East side of the Jordan was a land FOR livestock, which is why they asked Moses to let that land be given to them.
Num. 32:17-18 Tribes of Reuben and Gad promise to fight with their brothers until every one of the sons of Israel has possessed his inheritance.
Num. 32:23 You will be free of obligation if you fulfill your promise, IF NOT: You have sinned against the Lord and be sure your sin will find you out. (Context of highly quoted verse)
Num. 32:27 City of Gilead is in Reuben’s territory
Num. 32:30 If the sons of Reuben and Gad did not cross over to fight with their brothers, they would still be given possessions among their brother in the land of Canaan.
“Kingdom of Sihon & Og, Amorite kings’ land was given to Reuben, Gad and the ½ tribe of Manasseh”
Josh. 4:12-13 Reuben, Gad and ½ tribe of Manasseh crossed over to help fight: about 40,000
Josh. 15:6 Bohan is a son of Reuben 
Josh. 20:7-8 City of Bezer is set apart for a city of refuge for Reuben, as well as Jahaz (Jahzah), Kedemoth and Mephaath ( I Chron. 6:78-80)
Josh.21:6 Levites receive cities: 12 from tribe of Reuben, Gad and Zebulun to the sons of Merari
Josh 22:9 Reuben, Gad and ½ tribe of Manasseh cross back over, having fulfilled their promise
Josh 22:27 They built an altar as a witness between them and Israel and between their generations after them
Josh 22:34 They called it “Witness” = it is a witness between us that the Lord is God
Song of Deborah:
Judg. 5:15 “Among the divisions of Reuben there were great resolves of heart.”
Judg. 5:16 “Why did you sit among the sheepfolds, to hear the piping for the flocks? Among the divisions of Reuben here were great searchings of heart.”
I Chron. 5:1-2 Because Reuben defiled his father’s bed, his birthright was given to the sons of Joseph – SO THAT he is NOT enrolled in the genealogy according to the birthright  of the firstborn. Though Judah prevailed over his brothers, and from him came the leader – Jesus – the birthright belonged to Joseph. 
I Chron. 5:3 Reuben’s sons: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron & Carmi
I Chron. 5:18 The sons of Reuben, Gad and ½ tribe of Manasseh went to war with Saul; valiant men who bore shield and sword and shot with bow, skillful in battle, 44, 760.
I Chron. 522 They settled in their place until the exile
I Chron. 5:25 …..but they acted treacherously against the God of their fathers and played the harlot after the gods of the peoples of the land, whom God had destroyed before them.
I Chron. 5:26 So the God of Israel stirred up the spirit of Pul, king of Assyria, and he carried them away into exile, namely the Reubenites, the Gadites and the ½ tribe of Manasseh, and brought them to Halah, Habor, Hara and to the river of Gozan, to this day.
Rev. 7:5 From the tribe of Reuben, 144,000

#2 Simeon
Gen. 29:33 Simeon comes from the Hebrew word “shama”, which means “hear”. His name, in effect, was “Heard” – as in, “God heard”.   Dennis Prager
“This is because the Lord heard that I was unloved and has given me this one also”; so Leah named him Simeon.
Gen. 34:25 Simeon and Levi slew ALL the male Hivites/Shechemites (while they were healing from circumcision)  to avenge their sister Dinah 
Simeon and Levi were full brothers: All 3, Reuben, Simeon and Levi had Leah as their mother
Gen. 34:30 Jacob was not happy with them, “You have brought trouble on me; Not because they committed evil but because they had endangered his household. Jacob also did not address the rest of the brothers that joined in (34:27) He DID address their evil on his deathbed (Gen. 49)
Gen. 35:23 Simeon’s brothers from Leah: Reuben, Levi, Judah, Issachar and Zebulun
Gen. 42:24 Joseph took Simeon from his brothers and bound him before their eyes. Usually the firstborn would have been taken, but Joseph had found out that Reuben had tried to save him.
Gen. 42:36  Jacob thinks Joseph and Simeon are no more and now they must take Benjamin
Gen. 43:23 Simeon reunites with his brothers
Gen. 46:10 Simeon’s sons: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jach(k)in, Zohar and Saul (Shaul Ex. 6:15) of a Canaanite woman
Gen. 49:5 Jacob links “Simeon and Levi” on his deathbed as partners is crime
“Their weapons are tools of lawlessness”
Gen. 49:6 Let not my person be included in their council, let not my being be counted in their assembly. For when angry they slay men, (the Shechemites for Dinah) and when pleased they maim oxen.
Gen. 49:7 Cursed be their anger so fierce, and their wrath so relentless. I will divide them in Jacob, scatter them in Israel. (they were shepherds)
Ex. 1:2 Simeon went to Egypt with Jacob
Num. 1:6 One man from Simeon’s tribe who was to help Moses and Aaron take a census of the males 20 years old and older: Shelumiel, son of Zurishaddai
Num. 1:23 There were 59,300 from Simeon’s tribe
Num. 2:12 Leader of the people of Simeon is Shelumiel
Num. 7:36 Shelumiel brought the offering for the dedication of the altar to Moses for the tribe of Simeon
Num. 10:19 Shelumiel lead the tribe out when he broke camp
Num. 13:5 Shaphat, son of Hori, was chosen to represent the tribe of Simeon when Moses sent men to explore Canaan. Part of the “bad report”
Num. 26:14 Second census, 40 years later, Simeon’s tribe numbered 22,200
Num. 34:20 Shemuel, son of Ammihud, from the tribe of Simeon, was chosen as the one man to help assign the land
Deut. 27:12 Moses said, “When you have crossed the Jordan, these tribes shall stand on Mt. Gerizim to bless the people: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph and Benjamin.”
Josh. 19:1 Simeon’s inheritance lay within the territory of Judah
Josh. 19:9 The inheritance of the Simeonites was taken from the share of Judah, because Judah’s portion was more than they needed.
Josh. 21:4 Kohathies (Levites) were allotted 13 towns from the tribes of Judah, Simeon and Benjamin.
Judg. 1:3-4 Simeonites join men of Judah to fight for their land
I Chron. 4:24 Sons of Simeon: Nemuel, Jamin, Jarib, Zerah and Shaul. Shaul’s son was Shallum, his son Mibsam, his son Misham.
I Chron. 4:41 These men lived in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah
I Chron. 4:42-43  Five hundred of these Simeonites, led by Pelatiah, Neariah, Rephaiah and Uzziel, the sons of Ishi, invaded the hill country of Seir. They killed the remaining Amalekites who had escaped. They completely destroyed the Hamites and Meunites. 
I Chron. 12:23 Numbers of the men armed for battle who came to David at Hebron to turn Saul’s kingdom over to him, as the Lord said.
I Chron. 12:25 From Simeon’s tribe, 7,100
2 Chron. 15:9 Large numbers from Simeon joined King Asa of Judah when they saw the Lord was with him.
2 Chron. 27:16 Shephatiah son of Maacah (Simeonite) served David’s army – month by month, year by year. Each division was 24,000 men (27:1)
2 Chron. 34:7 King Josiah tore down the altars and Asherah poles and crushed the idols to powder and cut to pieces all the incense altars throughout Israel: towns of Manasseh, Ephraim and Simeon as far as Naphtali: he purified the land.
Ez. 48:24 Simeon will have one portion (of the Jerusalem Ezekiel had a vison of): it will border the territory of Benjamin from east to west
Luke 3:30 Joseph, married to Mary, is descended from Simeon
Rev. 7:7 From the tribe of Simeon, 12,000

#3 Levi
Gen. 29:34 “This time my husband will become attached to me, for I have borne him three sons.” Therefore he was maned Levi. (She still yearns for Jacob’s love. Dennis Prager)
Gen. 34:25 Simeon and Levi avenged Dinah’s rape
Gen. 34:30 Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You have brought trouble on me, making me odious among the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites and the Perizzites; my men are few in number so that if they unite against me and attack me, I and my house will be destroyed.”
This “heartlessness revenge” foreshadowed the heartlessness they later displayed in the treatment of Joseph. (Dennis Prager)
Gen. 46:11 Levi’s sons: Gershon, Kohath and Merari (Ex. 6:16)
Gen. 49:5 Simeon and Levi are a pair (linked like partners in crime.  D. Prager)
Ex. 1:2 Levi went to Egypt with Jacob
Ex. 2:1 Moses was a Levite (Father Amram & Jochebed – both Levites)
Ex. 6:16 Levi lived 137 years
Ex. 32:26-28 ALL the Levites rallied with Moses and killed about 3,000 Israelites who had made the golden calf with Aaron (who was a Levite as well)
Num. 1:49 Levi was NOT included in the census
Num. 1:53 They were to care for the Tabernacle and camp around it so that WRATH would not fall on Israel
Num. 3:6 Levites were presented to Aaron to assist him
Num. 3:9 Levites are Israelites given wholly to Aaron (High Priest)
Num. 3:12-13 “I have taken the Levites from among the Israelites in place of the first male offspring of every Israelite woman. The Levites are Mine, for all the firstborn are Mine. When I struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, I set apart for Myself every firstborn in Israel, whether man or animal. They are to be Mine. I am the Lord.
Num. 13:14 Levi counted
Num. 13:39 Levi number 22,000
Num. 4:2 Census taken of Kohathite branch 30-50 years old
Num. 16:1-2 Korah (great grandchild of Levi) son of Izhar, son of Kohath, son of Levi and certain Reubenites – Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab and On, son of Peleth – became insolent and rose up against Moses.  250 leaders of the congregation, men of renown.
Num. 16:7 “You Levites have gone too far.”
Num. 16:10 God has brought you and all your fellow Levites near Himself but now you are trying to get the priesthood too
Num. 17:3 “On the staff of Levi, write Aaron’s name”, said the Lord.
Num. 17:8 Aaron’s rod sprouted, budded, bloomed and produced almonds
Num. 18:21 God gave to the Levites all the tithes in Israel as their inheritance in return for the work they do while serving at the Tent of Meeting.
Num. 18:23 The Levites bear the responsibility for offenses against the Tent of Meeting
Num. 26:58 Kohath was Amram’s father, Moses’ grandfather
Deut. 10:9 The Lord is the Levites’ inheritance
Deut. 18:1 Offerings made by fire is what they live on
Deut. 21:5 They decide all cases of dispute and assault
Deut. 27:12 They stood on Mt. Gerizim to bless the people with Simeon and Judah
Deut. 31:9 Moses gave the written law to the Levites
Blessing from Moses:  
Deut. 33:8-11 Your Thummin and Urim (Ex. 28:30) belong to Your godly man, whom You proved at Massah; with whom You contended at the waters of Meribah. (Ex. 17:6-7) Who said of his father and his mother, ‘I did not consider them’; and he did not acknowledge his brothers, nor did he regard his own sons, for they observed Your word, and kept Your covenant.( They stood with Moses after the golden calf incident and killed “the transgressors”) They shall teach Your ordinances to Jacob, and Your law to Israel. They shall put incense before You, and whole burnt offerings on Your altar. O Lord, bless his substance, and accept the work of his hands; shatter the loins of those who rise up against him, and those who hate him, so that they will not rise again.”
Josh. 13:14 No inheritance. Offerings made by fire to the Lord are their inheritance.
Josh. 13:33 The Lord is their inheritance
I Kings. 12:31 Jeroboam (10 tribes of Israel N) built shrines on high places and appointed priests from all sorts of people, even though they were NOT Levites
I Chron. 9:18 Levites are now the gatekeepers
I Chron. 12:16 Number of Levites that fought for David to get Saul’s kingdom turned over to him, 4,600
I Chron. 12:27 Including Jehoiada, leader of the family of Aaron, with 3, 700 men
I Chron. 12:28 And Zadok, a brave young warrior, with 22 officers from his family
I Chron. 21:6 Joab, David’s commander, who had been sent out to count the Israelites from Dan to Beersheba and then report back to David, would not count Levi and Benjamin because the king’s command was repulsive to him. (I Chron. 27:23 David was not to count the people because God had promised that He would multiply Israel as the stars of heaven)
I Chron. 23:14 The sons of Moses the man of God were counted as part of the tribe of Levi.
I Chron. 23:15 Sons of Moses: Gershom and Eliezer. Their mother was Zipporah and her father was Jethro.
I Chron. 23:28-32 Their responsibilities are now in the Temple
Ezra 8  King Artaxerxes allows Ezra to go to Jerusalem. Ezra came up from Babylon during Artaxerxes’ reign 
Ezra 8:15 Ezra looked for priests by the Ahava canal but there were none
Ezra 8:17 So he sent for some from Casiphia
Ezra 9:1 “The people of Israel, including the priests and the Levites, have not kept themselves separate from the neighboring peoples with their detestable practices, like those of the Canannites, Hittites, Perizzites, Jebusites, Ammonites, Moabites, Egyptians and Amorites.”
Ezra 9:2 “….the leaders and officials have led the way in this unfaithfulness.”
Ez. 40:46 Sons of Zadok (who replaced Abiathar I Kings 2:35) are the only Levites who may draw near to the Lord to minister before Him.
Ez. 48:31 Three exit gates on the North side of Jerusalem: Reuben, Judah and Levi
Zech. 12:12 The land will mourn, each clan by itself with their wives by themselves:….(Rev. 1:7 “All the peoples of the earth will mourn because of Him”)
Zech. 12:13 The clan of the house of Levi and their wives ( only 3 others were named specifically: I Kings. 1:32  David – King, Nathan – prophet, and Shimei)
Mal. 2:5 God’s covenant with Levi was of life and peace, and God gave them to him as an object of reverence; so he revered Me and stood in awe of My name.
Mal. 2:6 True instruction was in his mouth and unrighteousness was not found on his lips; he walked with Me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many back from iniquity.
Mal. 2:7 For the lips of a priest should preserve knowledge, and men should seek instruction from his mouth; for he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts.
Mal. 2:8 But as for you, you have turned aside from the way; you have caused many to stumble by the instruction; you have corrupted the covenant of Levi,” says the Lord of hosts.
Mal. 2:9 “So I also have made you despised and abased before all the people, just as you are not keeping My ways but are showing partiality in the instruction.”
Mal. 3:3 “He will sit as a smelter and purifier of silver, and He will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, so that they may present to the Lord offerings in righteousness.”
Rev. 7:7 From the tribe of Levi: 12,000

#4 Judah   The Largest Tribe
Gen. 29:35 “This time I will praise the Lord” therefore she called him Judah.
At this point, Leah appears to have given up on Jacob’s love; now she just praises God for giving her children, specifically sons.  Dennis Prager
…then she stopped bearing.
Gen. 37:26 Then Judah said to his brothers, “What do we gain by killing our brother and covering up his blood? After all, he is our brother, our own flesh.” His brothers agreed.
Gen. 37:27 Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, but let us not do away with him ourselves.
(It was Judah’s idea to sell Joseph. Reuben, in verse 21, also didn’t want to kill him and suggested throwing him in the pit so he could return later and take him back to Jacob)
Gen. 38:1 Judah distances himself from his brothers by leaving and camping near a certain Adullamite whose name was Hirah (possibly in Timnah 38:12)
Gen. 38:2 He marries a daughter of a certain Canaanite, whose name was Shua, and he cohabited with her.
Gen. 38:3-5 She bore him 3 sons: Er, Onan and Shelah
Gen. 38:6 Judah got a wife for Er, his firstborn: her name was Tamar
Gen. 38:7 God killed Er because he was displeasing to the Lord – 1st mention
Gen. 38:8 Judah tells Onan to do his duty and marry and impregnate Tamar
Gen. 38:9 But Onan, knowing that the seed would not count as his, spilled his semen so she would not get pregnant.
Gen. 38:10 What he did was displeasing to the Lord and He took his life also.
Gen. 38:11 Judah tells Tamar to wait for Shelah to grow up – for he thought “He too might die like his brothers.” So Tamar went to live in her father’s house.
Gen. 38:12 A LONG TIME afterward, Judah’s wife died – (Shelah is of marrying age)
Gen. 38:14-18 Tamar’s deception: Tamar poses as a prostitute, slept with Judah, and he gives her his seal, cord and his staff as a pledge until he sends a kid from his flock to pay her. 
Gen. 38:20 Judah sends his friend, Hirah, to pay her, but she isn’t there
Gen. 38:24 About 3 months later, Judah is told Tamar is pregnant, “played the harlot”, so Judah says, “Bring her out and let her be burned.”
Gen. 38:25 Tamar sent a message to Judah, “The father of this child is the one to whom the seal, cord and staff belong.” She didn’t publicly accuse Judah. D Prager
Gen. 38:27 Tamar bore him twins
Gen. 38:29 Perez = breach  His brother stuck his hand out first, but Perez breached and was born first. Perez became the ancestor of David (Ruth 4:17) and later Messiah
Gen. 38:30 Zerah, Perez’s brother
Gen. 43:3 Famine  Judah (#4) now speaks for the brothers
Reuben (#1) slept with Bilhah
Simeon (#2) and Levi (#3) – Simeon was being held hostage in Egypt by Joseph and both had angered Jacob by slaying all those men in Shechem to avenge Dinah
Gen 43:9 Judah offers himself as surety for Benjamin (Reuben offered his sons)
Gen. 44:14 When Judah and his brothers reentered Joseph’s house – Judah is now head brother.
Gen. 44:16 Judah pleads their innocence
Gen. 44:18-32  Judah recounts their story with Jacob
Gen. 44:33 “Please let your servant remain as a slave to my lord instead of the boy….and let the boy go back with his brothers.”
“Judah offered himself in place of Benjamin. As demonstrated earlier by his immediate admission that he had wronged Tamar, Judah turned out to be impressive. He offered himself as a lifelong slave in place of Benjamin to keep his word to Jacob that Benjamin would return to him.
     Judah has learned the meaning of family responsibility. Two great lessons of family life are teaching people how to care for others and how to live with people who may be completely unlike them. It is often much easier to treat friends well than family well. We choose our friends, not our family. For many – perhaps most – people, ‘Love the stranger’ starts at home. 
     Perhaps most striking in this passage is that Judah, the brother who years earlier advocated selling Joseph as a slave (Genesis 37:26-27), was now prepared to become a slave in order to spare another brother the same fate. His noble offer convinced Joseph the test had gone far enough. Having seen solid evidence his brothers had truly changed, he could now reconcile with them.
     Judah is the archetype of the true penitent – the person who confronts the same situation in which he had previously acted wrongly and now acts decently. In the words of a famous Talmudic teaching: “In the place where penitents stand, even the most righteous do not stand.” In other words, an even higher level of righteousness is ascribed to the one who has sinned and repented than to the one who has always been righteous. An old Jewish teaching suggests that it was because of Judah’s willingness to risk his own freedom to spare Benjamin a life of slavery the Jewish people was named for him (Judah’s Hebrew name is Yehuda; the Hebrew word for “Jew” is Yehudi.)”   Dennis Prager
Gen. 46:12 Perez’s sons: Hezron and Hamul
Gen. 46:28 Jacob sends Judah (leader now) ahead of him to Joseph, to point the way before him to Goshen.
Jacob’s blessing to Judah:
Gen. 49:8-10 You, O Judah, your brothers shall praise; your hand shall be on the nape of your foes; your father’s sons shall bow low to you.
“Judah received a particularly favorable blessing, second only to that of Joseph. Judah’s character was demonstrated by his acknowledgment he was guilty in the incident with his daughter-in-law Tamar (Genesis 38:26) and in becoming the brothers’ spokesman when Jacob feared parting with Benjamin (Genesis 43:2-5). In addition, it was Judah who convinced Jacob if the family did not go to Egypt, it would perish; and it was Judah who pledged to safeguard Jacob’s youngest son, Benjamin. Finally, in Egypt, it was Judah’s speech, the longest in Genesis, that moved Joseph to forgive his brothers (44:18-34).
     Beginning with King David, all legitimate rulers of Israel, up to and including the Messiah, were and will be from the tribe of Judah.”  Dennis Prager
Gen. 49:9 Judah is a lion’s whelp; from prey, my son, you have grown. He crouches, lies down like a lion (symbol of the tribe of Judah), like the king of beasts – who dare rouse him?
Gen. 49:10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet; so that tribute shall come to him and the homage of peoples be his
Gen. 49:11 He tethers his ass to a vine, his ass’s foal to a choice vine; he washes his garment in wine, his robe in blood of grapes.
Gen. 49:12 His eyes are darker than wine; his teeth are whiter than milk.
Ex. 31:2 Bezalel….was chosen to make artistic designs for the Tabernacle and God filled him with the Spirit of God
Ex. 38:22 Bezalel made everything the Lord commanded Moses
Num. 1:7 Nashon son of Amminadab was chosen to help Moses with the census
Amminadab David’s four times great grandfather: Amminadab, Nahshon, Salmon, Boaz, Obed, Jesse, David  (Ruth 4:20)
Num. 1:26-27 Men 27 years old and older able to serve in the army from Judah: 74,600
Num. 2:3 They are to camp on the east, toward the sunrise
Num. 7:12 Nahshon – 1st leader to bring his offering to the new altar
Num. 10:14 Nahshon was the leader that led the tribe of Judah when they moved out of the camp
Num. 13:6 Caleb (spy) was from Judah       GOOD REPORT
Num. 26:19 Er and Onan died in Canaan
Num. 26:20 Sons of Judah: Shelah, Perez, and Zerah
Num. 26:21 The sons of Perez were Hezron and Hamul
Num. 26:22 These numbered 76,500
Perez – Hezron – Ram – Amminadab   (Ruth 4:19)
Deut. 27:12 Tribe of Judah was assigned to stand on Mt. Gerizim to bless the people
Moses’ Blessing
Deut. 33:7 Hear, O Lord, the cry of Judah; bring him to his people. With his own hands he defends his cause. Oh, be his help against his foes!
Josh. 7:1 Achan (who took some of the devoted things from Jericho) was from Judah.  Achan – Carmi – Zimri – Zerah – Judah
Josh. 7:24 Achan son of Zerah – whole nation stoned and burned all he had
Josh. 11:21-23 Joshua totally took his land – Judah. He drove the enemy from it and then the land had rest from war.
Josh. 14:6-15 Caleb – (tribe of Judah) requests the land of Hebron from Joshua – just as Moses had promised him.
Josh. 15:1 Judah’s boundaries
Josh. 15:63 Judah could not dislodge the Jebusites, who were living in Jerusalem….live there to this day.
Josh. 19:1 Simeon’s land lay within the territory of Judah
Josh. 19:9 ….because Judah had more than they needed
Josh. 20:7 Kiriath Arba – Hebron, is a city of refuge in Judah
Josh. 21:4 Kohathites – Levite priests – got land from Judah
Jud. 1:2 Judah was the first to go up and fight against the Canaanites after Joshua died
Jud. 1:2-9 Judah drives out the inhabitants with Simeon’s help
Jud. 1:8 They took Jerusalem (Jebusites) and set it on fire
Jud. 1:19 They could not drive the people from the plains because they had iron chariots
Jud. 10:9, 68 Israel is back in idol worship and the Philistines crossed the Jordan to fight Judah, Benjamin and Ephraim after oppressing their brothers on the east side of Jordan for 18 years.
Jud. 15:9-10 Philistines come and camp in Judah because they want revenge on Samson
Jud. 15:12-13 Judah hands Samson over to the Philistines
Jud. 20:18 Judah goes up first to fight against tribe of Benjamin (because a Benjamite had cut up his concubine, who had been raped all night in Gibeah by evil men of the city, into 12 pieces and sent those 12 pieces to every tribe in Israel).
Ruth 1:7 Naomi took Ruth back to her homeland of Judah
I Sam. 11:8 When King Saul gathered men together to rescue the people of Jabesh from the Ammonites there were 3,000 men of Israel and 30,000 men of Judah
I Sam. 17:1 Philistines again camp in Judah (with Goliath)
I Sam. 17:52 The men of Israel and Judah surged forward and conquered the Philistines
I Sam. 18:16 All Israel and Judah loved David, because he led them in their campaigns (Saul was afraid of him 17:15)
1 Sam. 22:5 The prophet tells David to go to the land of Judah to escape a stronghold
I Sam. 27:6 King Achish gives David the city of Ziklag in Judah
2 Sam. 2:1-4 Men of Judah anoint David King in Hebron
2 Sam. 2:10 House of Judah followed David: Israel followed Saul’s son Ish-Bosheth
2 Sam. 5:4-5 David reigned over Judah, in Hebron, for 7 ½ years. In all Israel 33 years
2 Sam. 6:2 The ark had resided in Judah before David brought it back to Jerusalem
and Judah helped David bring it back
2 Sam. 19:42 David is closely related to Judah
2 Sam. 20:2 Judah does not abandon David as their king, though all Israel did
2 Sam. 24:1 Census ordered of Israel and Judah
2 Sam. 24:9 All of Israel – 800,000 able bodied fighting men  Judah 500,000
I Kings 1:9 Judah had royal officials among them
I Kings 1:35 Solomon appointed ruler over Israel and Judah
I Kings 2:32 Amasa was commander of Judah’s army – Joab killed him to avenge his brother’s death
I Kings 4:25 All Israel and Judah lived in peace during Solomon’s reign
I Kings 12:17 Rehoboam ruled over them after the split
I Kings 12:20 Only Judah remained faithful to the house of David
I Kings 13:1 Man of God came to Bethel from Judah to Jeroboam
I Kings 14:21 The Lord chose Jerusalem in Judah in which to put His name out of all the tribes of Israel
I Kings 14:22 Judah did evil in the eyes of the Lord. By the sins they committed they stirred up His jealous anger more than their fathers had done.
I Kings 15:1 Abijah became king of Judah for 3 years
I Kings 15:9 Asa became king of Judah and reigned 41 years
Heb. 8:8 Promise of covenant with house of Israel and Judah
Rev. 7:5  Judah’s 12,000


#5  Dan
Gen. 30:3 Mother is Bilhah, Rachel’s maidservant (he and Naphtali are brothers)
Gen. 30:6 Rachel names him Dan. “God has vindicated me and given me a son. “He has vindicated” or “Judge”.   Rachel reared him just like an adoptive mother does today.  Dennis Prager
Gen. 46:23 Dan had one son – Hushim
Jacob’s blessing:
Gen. 49:16 “Dan will provide justice for his people as one of the tribes of Israel
Gen. 49:17 Dan will be a serpent by the roadside; a viper along the path that bites the horse’s heels so that its rider tumbles backward
Gen. 49:18 I look for your deliverance O Lord.”
Ex. 31:6 I have appointed Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan, to help Bezalel of Judah in all the artistic designs for work in gold, silver, bronze, etc… for the Tabernacle. He is also an embroiderer (38:23)
Ex.35:35 They also were given the ability to teach others their skills
Lev. 24:10 Son of an Egyptian father and an Israelite mother – Shelomith, daughter of Dibri the Danite, fought an Israelite
Lev. 24:11 The son blasphemed the Name with a curse
Lev. 24:23 All Israel stoned him by God’s command
Num. 1:2 Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai was chosen to help Moses in the census
Num. 1:38 Dan had 62,700 men 20 years old and older
Num. 2:25 Dan was on the north side when Israel camped
Num. 7:66 Ahiezer brought the offering for the altar
Num. 10:25 Dan was the last to set out when the camp broke. They were the rear guard
Num. 13:12 The spy from Dan was Ammiel, son of Gemalli   Bad report
Num. 26:42 Families of Dan are Shuham – Shuhamites numbered 64,400
Num. 34:22 Bukki son of Jogli leads the tribe of Dan and helps Joshua assign the land
Deut. 27:13 Dan was assigned to stand on Mt. Ebal to pronounce curses
Moses’ Blessing:
Deut. 33:22 “Dan is a lion’s cub springing out of Bashan”.
Josh. 19:40 Dan’s boundaries
Josh. 19:47 But the Danites had difficulty taking possession of their territory, so they went up and attacked Leshem, took it, put it to the sword and occupied it. They settled in Leshem and named it Dan after their forefather.
Remember: These 12 sons of Jacob NEVER SAW THEIR LAND – but their descendants did. 
Josh. 21:5, 23 Kohath’s (Levite) descendants given land in Dan
Jud. 1:34 The Ammorites confined the Danites to the hill country not allowing them to come down to the plains
Deborah’s Song
Jud. 5:17 And Dan, why did he linger by the ships?
Jud. 13:24-25 Samson is from Dan
Jud. 18:1 In those days Israel had no king, and in those days the tribe of the Danites was seeking a place of their own where they might settle, because they had not yet come into an inheritance among the tribes of Israel. (Josh. 19:47 They had difficulty…)
Jud. 18:2 They sent 5 warriors from Zorah and Eshtaol to spy out the land and explore it. 
Jud. 18:14 They find Laish and want IT – a peaceful and unsuspecting people
Jud. 18:27 They attacked them and burned down their city
Jud. 18:28-29 They rebuilt the city and named it Dan after their forefather
Jud. 18:30 There the Danites set up for themselves the idols, and Jonathan son of Gershom, the son of Moses, and his sons were priests for the tribe of Dan until the captivity of the land.
Jud. 18:31 They continued to use the idols all the time the house of God was in Shiloh
Jud. 20:1 Dan to Beersheba is used as a reference: North to South
I Kings 12:29 King Jeroboam set up one golden calf in Bethel, the other in Dan
I Kings 15:20 King Asa of Judah conquers Dan (in the north)
2 Kings 10:29 Worship of the golden calves at Bethel and Dan continued during Jehu’s reign
I Chron. 27:22 Azarel son of Jeroham was Dan’s leader over 24,000 men in the army
2 Chron. 2:14 Hiram, king of Tyre, sent Solomon Huram-Abi, a man of great skill whose mother was from Dan and whose father was from Tyre. He was trained to work in gold and silver, bronze and iron, stone and wood, and with purple and blue and crimson yarn and fine linen. He is experienced in all kinds of engraving and can execute any design given to him. He will work with your craftsmen and with those of my lord, David your father.


Judgment from Jeremiah pronounced
	
Jer. 4:15 a voice is announcing from Dan (north) proclaiming disaster from the hills of Ephraim.
Jer. 8:16 The snorting of the horses is heard in Dan; at the neighing of their stallions the whole land trembles. The have come to devour the land and everything in it, the city and all who live there. 
Ez. 27:19 (History of Tyre) Danites and Greeks from Uzal bought your merchandise; they exchanged wrought iron, cassia (essential oil) and calamus (a plant used for medicinal purposes) for your wares.
Ez. 48:1 Dan’s boundaries
Ez. 48:32 Gate of Dan is on the East
Amos 8:14 Dan is included in the list of idolators
Rev. 7   DAN IS NOT LISTED

#6 Naphtali
Gen. 30:7 Bilhah conceived again
Gen. 30:8 Rachel said, “A fateful contest I waged with my sister; yes, and I have prevailed.” So she named him Naphtali. “To contest”.
Gen. 35:25 Dan and Naphtali are brothers, only two sons of Bilhah
Gen. 46:24 Naphtali’s sons: Jahziel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem  ( I Chron. 7:13)
Gen. 46:25 These were the descendants of Bilhah, whom Laban had given to his daughter Rachel. These she bore to Jacob – 7 persons in all.(Dan and his son, plus Napthtali and his sons)
Jacob’s Blessing:
Gen. 49:21 Naphtali is a hind let loose, which yields lovely fawns.
Ex. 1:4 He is among the 12 sons that came to Egypt with Jacob
Num. 1:15 Ahira son of Enan, from Naphtali, helped Moses take the census
Num. 1:42-43 Naphtali numbered 53,400
Num. 2:29 They camped on the North with Dan and Asher
Num. 7:78 Ahira brought his offering on the 12th day for the altar
Num. 10:27 Naphtali was the last tribe to bring up the rear guard
Num. 13:14 The spy from Naphtali to bring back a report of Canaan was Nahbi, son of Vophsi.    Bad report
Num. 26:48 Census of the 2nd generation taken
Num. 26:50 Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem numbered 45,400
Num. 34:28 Pedahel, son of Ammihud helped assign the land
Deut. 27:13 Naphtali is assigned Mt. Ebal to pronounce curses
Moses’ Blessing
Deut. 33:23 “Naphtali is abounding with the favor of the Lord and is full of His blessing: he will inherit southward to the lake.”
Josh. 19:32 Boundaries of Naphtali
Josh. 20:7 Kedesh in Galilee is a city of refuge in the hill country of Naphtali.
Josh. 21:6 Descendants of Gershon (Levite) assigned cities in Naphtali
Josh. 21:32 Hammoth-dor and Kartan are also cities of refuge
Jud. 1:33 Neither did Naphtali drive out those living in Beth Shemesh or Beth Anath; but the Naphtalites lived among the Canaanite inhabitants of the land, and those living in Beth Shemesh and Beth Anath became forced labor for them.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jud. 4:4-10 Deborah the prophetess sent for Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali……God commands you to take 10,000 men from Naphtali and Zebulun and lead the way to Mt. Tabor against Sisera.
Song of Deborah
Jud. 5:18 The people of Zebulun risked their very lives; so did Naphtali on the heights of the field.
Jud. 6:35 Naphtali fought with Gideon
I Kings 4:15 The chief official for Solomon from Naphtali was Ahimaaz married Solomon’s son, Basemath. Ahimaaz was Zadok’s son, who was King David’s priest. (2 Sam. 15:27)
I Kings. 7:13-14 King Solomon sent to Tyre and brought Hurum whose mother was a widow from the tribe of Naphtali and whose father was a man from Tyre and a craftsman in bronze. Huram was highly skilled and experienced in all kinds of bronze work. He came to Solomon and did all the work assigned to him.
I Kings. 15:20 King Asa and Ben-Hadad conquered Naphtali
2 Kings 15:29 In the time of Pekah, king of Israel, Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria came and took Ijon, Abel Beth Maacah, Janoah, Kedesh and Hazor. He took Gilead and Galilee, including ALL the land of Naphtali, and deported the people to Assyria.
I Chron. 12:34 One thousand officers, together with 37,000 men carrying shields and spears from Naphtali came to David at Hebron to fight against Saul for the kingdom
I Chron. 12:40 Naphtali is described as Israel’s neighbors who came from far away bringing them supplies to help in the fight for the kingdom
I Chron. 27:19 Jerimoth, son of Azriel, was designated as the officer over the army of Naphtali
2 Chron. 34:6 Josiah tears down the idols of Naphtali
Ps. 68:27 There is the little tribe of Benjamin, leading them; there the great throng of Judah’s princes, and there the princes of Zebulun and Naphtali
Is. 9:1 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past He humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future He will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan.
Ez. 48:3 Naphtali will have one portion: it will border the territory of Asher from East to West (boundaries of their territory)
Ez. 48:34 Gate of Naphtali is on the west
Rev. 7:6 Naphtali will have 12,000




